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Forwards use scoring punch

By Brad Emeons
slaft wriler

Class A runner-up, Livenia Churchlll,
Area tums agaln proved their worth

HIS YEAR'S All-Area boya'
soccer tcam certainly doesn't
lack scoring punch.

The forward llne, conslst-
Ing of four players, comblned for 115
goals alone.

The midficld and the defense, howev-
er, should not go unncticed. All played
on winning teams with flne records.

Livonia Stevenson, 1982 Class A
state champ and 1983 runner-ups,
placed four players on the first tcam.

Garden City, which fInished with a
15-2 record (o only its second year of
varsity play, galned a pair of first-
team bertha along with Jast year's

madc the finals,
whllc B¢nl!¢y reached the “A" semifl-

l\rcn coaches gathered recently to
sclect the area’s top players. Here are
the results,

FIRST-TEAM

Paol Pummill, Gardea City, for-
ward: The senjor was one of the big
reasons for GC's emergence as a re-
apectable soccer program,

He pumped in 30 goals lnﬂ added 15
asslsts, He flnlshed with 33 goals and
28 asists for hls carcer.

This scasom, Pummlll earned nine

Player-of-the-Game awards from
coath Steve Vakratsts,

Andy Rams, Redford Catholic Cen-
tral, forward: The IDB: Catholic
Lengue Player-of-the-Year scored 29
goals and added 14 nasists, bot® school
and league records,

The junior center-forward phyed on
the 1983 Michigan Youth Soccer
clatlon under-18 champlonship tenm
and has made the Michigan select team
three consecullve years.

Jobn Gelmisi, Livoala Stevenson,
forward: A junior atriker, Gelmiai
pumped home 32 goals, including four
hat tricks, while adding 10 assists, His
cll;rgcr statistics are 43 goals and 18 as-
slsts,
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All-Western Lakes Conference
cholce has been playing soccer for nine
years.

His summer-league team won the
state titte,

“John is deadly in front of the net,”
sald Stevenson coach Pete Scerrd, *Hls

speed is -

Bob Bowling, Plymouth Salem, de-
fender: Big and atrong (8-feet-2-inches,
175 poundas), the senfor standout was a
mainstay on the Salem backline for
three scasons.

“Bob kicks strongly and accurately
with both feet," sald Salem coach Ken
Johnson. “He is the best tackier of an
oppanent with ball that I've cver seen,
His delensive posltional sense Is excel-
Ient and he is very strong in the air.”

‘The All-Lakes Division pick bad four
goals and three assists this acason on
kicka fram 20 or more yards out.

Chris Banyal, Livonin Stevenson, de-
fender; "Mr, Delense” the past two

‘years for Stevenson, Banyal's abscnce

from the lincup because of an njury
took its tofl In the final two games of
the state tournament.

“Chris was the backbone of our
team,” Scerri said. “No doubt Chris will
be missed.”

The flrst-team All-Western Lakes
plek has quite a track record cutslde
the prep ranks. A fullback for the well-
known youth soccer club Arsenal,
Banyal has been a part of 17 major
championships throughout the world,
Including the North American Youth
Soccer Championshis in Vietoria, B.C.

Mike Duckworth, Livonla Charchill,

Tom Wright, Plymonth Centes, for-
ward; The senlor was the major reason
for Canton’s late scason surge, result-
ing in a reglonal {inal berth agalnst
Bentley,

A repeater on thls year’s All-Area

squad, Wright scored 24 goals to go
along with 16 assists. He holds al) the
Canton career school scoring records
with 54 goals and 37 assists.

The four-year letterman and All-
‘Western Lakes chofce has competed on
teams that have won 20 championships
throughout the U.S, Canada and Eu-
rope.
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Phil Lussier, Livonia Churchill, mid-
fielder: The senlor halfback scored
nine goals and led the Chargers In zs-
sists with 18 this season.

Lussier, a three-year starter, was a
co-captain and carrles a 3.82 grade
point average.

“Phll Is an excellent passer who has
great  anticipation,” 8aid Churchill
coach John Neff, “He will glve you a
100-percent effort and combines this
with fine ball skills.”

Lussier was second-team All-Observ-
er pick a year ago and made the All-
Western Lakes aquad thia year,

Cliris Gembls, Livonla Steverson,
midtielder; The steady juntor has start-
cd stralght 45 games, leading Steven-
son to a 41-3-1 record,

[s season he was moved from de-
fense to mldfleld where he responded
wlith flve goals and a team-leading 17
asslats,

“Chris was the sparkplug of the
team,” Scerri sald. "He was the set-up
man for the forwards. He's a very ag-
gressive player.”

Scerri sald that college coaches “al-
ready have thelr eye” on the AR-West-
ern Lakes midtielder,

Andy Muogltn, Garden City, forward:
The senior captaln finished hls carcer
with 17 goals and 25 axslsts,

As a junfor he was the team's MVP
and was named Athlete-of-the-Week.

Muglia was one of the major reasons
for GC's fine season In 1983,

The senlor fullback was du-
rable for the Chargers, playlng in every
game this scason,

The Churchill cocaptain was an All-
Western Lakes pick this year and the
“malnstay of our defense,” according to

coach.

“Mike has excellent foot skills, good
specd and a knack at belng at the right
poaltion at tha proper time,” Neff sald,
*He was aggresslve and hard-working.*

Grabam Crockford, Livonla Fraok.
Iin, wild card plek: Playing both mld-
Ileld and defense, Crockford was cho-
sen team MVP by his tcammates.

The faur-year starter and team cap-
tain was a “fine all-around player —
almost lke a coach on the fleld,” ac-
cording to Franklin mentor Doug
Marks,

“Grabam plays with lnlcnslty while
in control of his head,” said,
“Ho's very coachable — a (lne person
both on and off the ficld.”

Crockford, who had three goals and
two asslsts thls scason, played one year
[n the Bonanza-Express League and
four years op Westland youth teams.

Terry Harshfield, Livonia Stevenson,

‘goalle: His atats speak for themselves

— 11 shutouts, 17 goals allowed (in 23
games) and one goal scored,

His true talents were revealed in the
state champlonship game agalnst Troy
Athens where he made several spectac-
ular saves.

The first-team All-Western Lakes
pick Is another player with & fine sum-
mer track record, He starts for the

L Arscnal and has been a part of
17 c!mmpiansh!ps. including three state
champlonships.

SECOND TEAM

FORWARDS — Dennls Patehett,
Livonia Bentley; Erle Pence, Livonia
Stevenson; Marlo Sald, Farmington;
Randy Johnson, Plymouth Salem (wild
card); Ron Windle, Plymouth Christlan.

MIDFIELDERS — Chrls Wlege),
Llvonia Stevenson; Abe Yafial, Livonla
Bentley; Mike Jennlngs, Plymnu!h Can-
ton.

Dream Team’ packs a potent kick

Steve Vakratsls, the chef, cooked
up a drecam season for the Garden
Clty boys' soccer team.

The first-ycar coach, a native of
Greece, led to the Cougars to a 152
record In only thelr second year of
varsity competition.

“I dldn’t expect that kind of record
my flrst year,” Vekratsls sald. “After
the first two weeks I thought we'd
never get off the ground, but then the
kids started playing onclhcr and
communicating together,”

Vakraisis, an emplwce at the Tin
Llzzie in was

GC’s Vakratsis is

area’s top coach

Vakratsis came to the U.S. In 1955
and continued his soccer playing for
10 years, mostly with the Windsor
Stars.

'WHEN HIS his playing days ended,
Vakratsis got Into coachlng, first with
the Livonla Eagles and then in the
Livonla Famlly ¥ lcagues, eventually
leading him to Garden City.

“A lot of senlors h:lpcd me,” he
sald. “They all worked hard. I have to
give credit to the whole team. Towe it
to them.”
loses 10 senfors, includ-

brought up i & soccer family.

“I've been playing since 1 was very
young.” he sald. “I turncd pro when 1
was 16 over there,”

Ing All-Area picks Paul Pummill and
Andy Muglla.

“We have a he Garden Clly kids.
They play with a lot of guts.”

DEFENDERS — Dan Divens, Livo-
nla Stevenson; Don Guss, Redford Cath-
olle Central; John Spaccarotelia, Livo-
nla Churchlll

‘GOALIE — Jell Guido, Garden Clty.
HONORABLE MENTION

Livonla Beatley — Jim Radcback, Kevin
Tulte, Pete Lomas, Jeff Wilkinson, Brian
Schonfeld and Eugene Pullce.

Livonla Churchill — Joha Neit, Sam Ma-
tovaki, Scott Hildea, Dave Gluth and Doug
Klucevek.

Livooia Fragklle - BIll Carvall, Gerry
McWilllams and Veli-Matl Alppi.

Livoala Stevenson — Steve Karfis, Dave
Barnas and Joe Novak.

Plymouth Cantoa — Steve Morrell, Brad
Nevlllo and John Luce.

oath Salem — Jeff Neschich, Steve
Mvrun. Pavl Weber and Mark Flower.

Gardea Clty — BIll Trombley, BIll Hyde
and Ron Kasperek.

Redford Catbolle Ceatral — Bob Tarta.
glla, Steve DeMattos, Jeff Haslem and
Brent Wailk.

Redford Bishop Borgess

Farmington Harrlion — Dave Quaries,
w:ulm Baboura and John Sepetys.

rmington — Randy Gallinger, Jobn
Grtxory. Chris Hackman, Andrew McKen-
drick and Mark Pingree.

North Farmlzgton — John Gambe.

Paul Slawsky,

Muddy Warriors

By Marty Budner
staff writer

Matt Dingens always had vislons of
playing in a state champlonshlp foot-
ball game. Brother Rice’s stellar, 6-
foot-8 senlor co-captain now will get
the opportunity.

“When I was a freshman, my
brother, Greg, was a scaior on the lnan
team that won the state champlon-
ship,” sald Dingens along the lloppy,
soggy sidellnes Saturday at the Bir-
mingham Groves field where Rice had
defeated Detroit Heary Ford In the
state semi{inals.

“We (the Warriors) have been think-
Ing about playlng in the stale cham-
p]omhlp gamc for a long Ume,” he s2ld.
“it's the back of our minds for
the p:ut lhm years, You know, we won
(the'state itle) In 1977 and '60, and we
wanted to get back there agaln thls
year”

Dingens and his muddy Warriors

posted a methodlcal, 28-14 viclory over
the Public School League champlons to
earn that return trip to the Sliverdome.
Rlce plays East Lanslng in the Class A
atate flnals at 1 p.m. Saturday. Rlce
takes a perfect 11-0 record Into the {1~
nal game while East Lanaing fa 10-1.

“I'm 1doking forward to the (cham-
plonship) game,” sald Rlee's veteran
coach, Al Fracassa. “We can now prac-
tice in tho gym and we don't have to
‘worry about the weather.

“NORTH FARMINGTON beat us in
the state semifinals in 1978 and that
‘went through my head about 50 times
today. I was wortied about this game
{ngalnst Ford) when I got here,” he
sald, “But we got over the hump and it

* will be nice to be with the kids for an-

other w

As it turned out, Fracassa, who has
never lost a state champloaship game,
didn't bave to worry about the Trojans,
Rice expertly mixed its passing game
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‘North Farmington beat us in the state

. semifinals in 1978 and that went
through my head about 50 times today. I
was worried about this game (against
Ford) when | got here. But we got over
the hump and it will be nice to be with
the kids for another week.’

—Al Fracassa
Rice coach

with its heralded ground forces and
dominated.

‘There wero two key, first-half plays
which set the tone for Brother Rlce,

With the Warrlors up 7-0 carly in the
second quarter, Henry Ford had the
ball at ill own 33-yard tine. Halfback

Warren Bryant ran the ball into the
middle of the llno for a couple yards.
Dingens, however, siripped the ball
{rom Bryant's grasp, emerged {rom the
pile of playera and raced back 20 yards
to the Ford 15-yard line,

Rice scored two plays later on a six-

realize dream with 28-

yard, end-around sweep by Mel Farr.
Kicker Joe Love booted the extra polnt
and Rice had a 14-0 Jead,

Later in the second quarter, Ford
fumbled away its best chance to score.
‘The Trojans had the bali at the Rice
four-yard line on firat down, but then
fumbled three stralght times. Quarter-
back Bernard Hall recovered the first
twa fumbles, but Rice tackle Mike Lod-
ish fell on the third one.

“WE DIDN'T bave a fumble {until
late In the game), and that's important
on a 30ggy day,” sald Fracassa.

Oddly cnough, Rlce, which scored in
every quarter, mustered two of Its four
touchdowns via the allppery passing
lanes.

Rice scored In the opening quarter
on a 29-yard pass from quarterback Al-
len Szydlowskd to senlor Charlle Lau-
rencelle. In the third quarter,

14 win

Szydlowskl hit Mike Farr with an 11-
yard scoring strike.

Rlce's fourth-quarter touchdown was
scored by Luigl Ivezaj on a one-yard
run on the first play after an intercep-
tlon by teammate Paul Konket.

Ford's touchdowns came in the
fourth quarter, Hall scored the first obe
on a six-yard run to cut the Rlee lead to
21-7, and Hall later hit junlor recclver
Stanford Belue with a. 64-yard pasy
against Rice's second-string defense.

Overall, Rlce complled an amazing
820 yards total affense. Szrydlowsxi, a
Junlor, completed clght of 13 passes for
115 yards. The Wartlors, led by Mel
Farr’s 143 yards on 26 carries, rushed
for a tolal of 208 yards.

Ford had 21 yards rushing and 173
passing for 194 yards. Holl completed
cight of 32 passes.



