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Mercy—North to battie tonight

Austin, Shaw finish
year for Farmington

4y C.J. Risak
New Agenda
renews spirit

for old battle

T WAS LABELED the New Agenda. But,
really, what was on the agenda wasn't al)
that new.

Women and sports was the tople.

Boillng it down, the resolutions generaled from

the three-day conference included a
reaffirmation of Title IX, which Is belng

challenged {n courts In several states {Including
Michlgan), and a commlttment to get to work at
the geass roots Jevel on problems faclng women

athletes,

That’s it? That's all the 600 delegates from
around the natlon got out of thelr weekend atay

at the Capitol Hilton in Washlngton, D.C.?

Not exactly. The look in Cathy Dritsas' eyes

told a different story,

THE NEW AGENDA was more than a
rallying cry for swomen athletes, It sought

By Chris McCosky
olalf writer

There s something about the North
Farmington girls basketball team that
brings cut the worst in the Farmington
Falcons.

Or maybe there's something about
the Faleons that brings out the best in
the Roiders.

For tbe second time thls season, the
Ralders lambasted the Falcons. This
64-38 defeat came Monday night in the
state disteict glrls basketball tourna-
ment at Our Lady of Mercy and it end-

the Falcons' scason.

The two leams first met Oct. 25 for
the mythieal Farmington eclty cham-
pionshlp and North won §5-43. In that
coniest, North's Amy Austin and Lain-
na Shaw comblned for 42 points, 21

Austln, with her tremendous quickness,
scoring on Inside jumpera and Layups. *

‘The two contributed 28 of North's 32
first half polots, with Shaw getting 16.
North led 32186 at the half, .

“We're playlog very well now,” sald
Ralder coach Greg Grodslekl, “Our of-
fensive game upeclnu{ is there, We
are working the ball well, making good
passes and making good shot cholces.”

AUSTIN PUT North up by 20 witb a
three-point play to begln the third
quorter, That seemed to take the last of
the atarch out of Falcens, afthough
Rhonda Lancaster, playing in her final
game for Lhe Falcons, f ed
with elght second-half polnts and sev-
eral spectacular asslsts,

Both Lancaster and Alyse Fortune,
hampered by slight cases of the flu, led

directlon for so many diverse women's groups, a
chance to “‘get rid of vested Interests,” as Blllie
Jean Klng said.

Yes, Billle Jean Klng, famous tennis player,
was there. So were Carol Mann, Donna
DeVerona, Dick Schaap, Janct Guthrie, Diana

each. the Falcona with 14 points aplece.

The Falcons flnished with §-15
record and Brown, for the most part,
was pleased with hls team,

ON MONDAY, the two Relders com-
bined for 43 points, Austin got 22 and
Shaw 21.

"We just got beat by a better team,”

Nyad and lots of others, Including Vice
Presldent George Bush and wilfe.

sald Falcon coach Bruce Brown. He
said the same thing after the flrst

“It was a nice season,” Brown said.
“We flnished strong and the girls

worked very hard. I felt we were In an
awful lot of baltgames. I thought we
played with the teams we were capable
Farmington was guilty of poor shoot-  of playlng with.*
Ing. The Falcons made 19 of 81 shots North (15-3) will take on defending
from the floor. White North was not & Class A state champs Mercy (20-2)
Jot better — 26 of 84 — the Ralders Wednesday night at 7 p.m. in the dis-
canned 16 of 20 free throws, Farming- trict champlonship. s maen T
ton missed all P'.:'f. 1 w_.ate. SS“”“““WP",
“Tor the fair-sized crowd inside the tny™ 3 ate the tempo, I lh?y
Merey gym. Shaw scoring on long- play man-to-man, that’s good. We have
range bombers from the corner and some quickness.”

‘The confercnce was 20 months ln the
planning. And while direction may have been the

0, 1 purpose, what was accomplished was
something a bit different.

Perbaps something more.

DRITSAS SPOKE quickly, throwing out words
like “dynamic” and “relate” and “competitlve
i enrichment.” The atbletlc director at

Bloom{leld Hills Academy of the Sacred Heart
was the only representative from the state in
attendance.

“Belore thls conference, I thought about
phasing tn other younger women to take over,”
she sald. “'But I got recommilted. I came back
with the thought that, ‘Hey, these women are
i putting themselves on the llne, I've got to keep

working.' "

The women “putting themselves on the line*
were former athictes who faced the problems
females face In sports and shared their
experiences at the conference. It proved to be

game.

R
North’'s Amy Austin (33), as she did Fortune) tor two poinis. She scored 21 to
throughout the game, drives around [lead the Raiders to an casy win, 64-38.
Farmington defenders (this time Alyse

Marlins rise

preity heavy stuff.
"I was Insplred, personally,” Dritsas
admitted.

TRUE ENQUGH, women stlll face lots of
preblems in the world of sparts. And true
cnough, it was imuch worse 10 years ago.
“You've come a long way, baby" s correct

cnough, but “You've stifl got a ways to go” is

equally accurate.

The reinspired Dritsas knows this, She's scen

the problems girls face In sports and the

struggles that lie ahead. And at the New Agenda

she was able to share the problems she's
ed and find not a
a tot of shared experiences.

(“It's unconsclonable!” was her reactlon after
relating a story of how Universlity of Mlchigan

uses Its fleld hockey area for a parking lot
during football games.)

Although men recelve the bigger plece of the
athletic pie, Dritsas Inalsts this isn't a man-vs.-

woman confllet.

“Womcn don't want to take away from men,”
she sald. “To me, a good athlcte should be able

10 play no matter what the sex.”

Once outside of educational institutlons, the

chance for women ta compete ls exiremely

limited, Drltsas sald. And it lsn't becaise men

are In a consplracy agalnst them.

INDEED, THE BIGGEST problem women

face In sports is other women,
"1 find men very supportive because they
know the vatuc of competltlon,” Dritsas

explained. “I always felt the biggest problem is

with other women.”
The value of competition: If Dritsas has a

goal, It would be making the rest of the female

d how healthy

ear but

£ you belleve iIn the concept of competition,

then you should belleve it’s good for all
children,” she safd in convincing style. “But
nothing is golng o be accomplished untht

atop Spartans

By Chris McCosky
stoff wrltor

Farmington Hllls Our Lady of Mercy
coach Larry Baker made an Interesting
point Monday nlght after his team wal-
loped Livonla Stevenson in the semifi-
nals of the state district girls basket-
ball tournament, 61-38.

He sald when most teams win thelr
20th game of the scason, IU's causc to
uncork the champagne and celebrate.
But in the case of Merey, the defendlng
Class A state champs, the scason has
only just begun.

*“We are now 0-0," he sald.

The man s not complalning, mind
you. He may just be a tittle proud.

AND THE MARLINS gave him plen-
ty of reason to be proud Monday night.
They played a swarming man-to-man
defense that totally debllitated a much
taller Stevenson contingent. They also
got tremendous games from Sarah
Basford, the enly senior on the Marlln
squad, and sophomore Terri Ford.

*Stevenson 18 an unusual tcam n that
they have so much height,” Baker said.
*We knew for once we wouldn't auto-
matlcally be the dominant team under-
neath the basket. So we wanted to play
as much mid-court basketball az we
could.”

And the Marlins did, thanks to Bas-
ford and Annctte Ruggiero expertly
directing the fastbreak.

Ford got Mercy off and running with
clght llrst-quarter polnts. She {Inlshed
with 15 points, Mercy led 21-10 after a
quarier. By halftime it was 35-16, The
closest Stevensan got In the second half

extremely hot from the outside and
was the catalyst of Mercy's break.

*“I told Sarah after the game that I
have never scen her handle the ball
with better vislon than she did tonight.
She hit the open man and that kind of
thing Is contaglous, The team began
looking for one another very well,”
Baker said.

For Stevenson, Mary Kay Hussey
had 11 points and numerous blocked
shots. Joan Frysinger had 10 points and
seven rebounds, Lisa Bokovoy had
elght rebounds.

‘The loss ends the Spartans' season at
11-10,

Merey (20-2) wili host North Farm.
Ingten {15-3), who defeated Farmington
84-38 In the other seriftnal match, at 7
p.m. Wednesday for the district cham-
plonship.

“North Is a flnc team. Amy Austin
and Lalnna Shaw have the potential to
be very dominant,” Baker sald. “The
key for us will be to prevent them from
becomlng fust that, This is the type of
game where I hope our awesome
schedule will become a factor for us.”

No other trust offers you all these benefits. And, you don't
have to wait until January 1 to take advantage of them.
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» A tax-free exchange
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cover Americus today.
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your
ngs until

parcnts say, ‘My llitle glrl is as good as my little
boy.'
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