By Tom Boor
statt writer

Fi 's Board of
has better things to do at board meet-
ings than sit back and listen while long
lists of blds on construction work are
being read.

That's the sentiment the Farmington
Board plans to express to the state leg-
islature, which since last spring has re-
quired that blds be opened and read at
school board meetlogs.

Previously, blds had to be opened
and read at a public meeting — but not
necesaarlly a school board mecting.

Like most governmental bodics,
school béards do buslness by asking for
blds on work to be done. The least-ex-
pensive quallfied bidder usually gots
the job.

At a Farmingion Board meeting last
Tuesday, Director of Adminlatrative
Services Jack Lawing spent about 30
minutes openlng and reading 24 blds oo
ninc scparate projects officlals bope
will make Farmington High School and
Warner Middle School more energy ef-
fictent.

Representatives of most of the bid-
ding f! wera audlence, but
low bidders couldn’t be determined un-
l the offers were sorted out and exa-
mined, %

“I consider this a waste of $0 min-
utes and the tme of about 30 people,”
sald Richard Wallace, board treasurer,
afier the often-confusing tlst of bids
was read.

Wallace suggested that the board
write stale representatives Wilbur
Brotherton, R-Farmington, and Jack
Faxon, D-Farmington, to complain
about the Jaw making bld reading part
of the board mecting on projects In-
volving $10,000 or mere.

BOARD PRESIDENT Helen Prutow
called the process “a waste of time"
and said that the old method of reading
the blds at a scparate bearing was
"very clfectlve.”

“It doesn’t do us much good to sit
here and take down these numbers,”
she sald, “These bids have to be ana-
lyzed and studled. I don'’t see any prob-
lem with opening them at a public
hearlng.”

Added Trustee Jim MeGlincy,
“We're expressing our concern about
this legislation which scems to take
away from the time we spend on the
educatlon of the children of the dis-
triet.”

Asked why the legistature thought
the new law was necessary, Trustee
Jack Inch said, “There was some chi-
canery going on in some small districts
— somehody’s brother gettlng a blg fat
contract on something.”

Agreed Trustee Susan Rennels, “I
think their feellng was that some blds
were being mishandted.”

1t won't be the first time the Farm-
ington Board has complalned to thelr
state representatlves about the law,
‘They went on record as opposlng It last
spring after a reading of bids for fixing
roofs of schools took almost an hour,

" CONCERNING THE bids received
last Tuesday, Lawing sald, “We're
golng to cvaluate everything that's
been turned into us and also lock at the

of the bidders,
we can come back with a recommenda-
tlon by the next board meeting.”

Lawling sald that a “50-50" energy
grant {local funds are matched with
state and {cderal money) provided

1 about $150,000 for the encrgy conser-
{ vatlon projects,

The profects Include new storm win-
dows, insulailng glass block, eeillng
fans, solar screcns to heat water, pool
and domestle water heaters, solar pool
and domestic water beaters, water
saver showers, microprocessor control
systems and fluorescent lghting fix-
tures,

The Farml Board of

Winning form

That's what Mary

d her

from Mercy High School showed recently in
their game against North Farmington during the

State

RANOY BORST/atatt phatographoer

High School Athletic Association Girls
Tournament, To read more about the
game, turn to the spaorts section.

Business ties knot
with local educators

By Tom Baer
stalt wrlter

these days In the tralnlng programs of
TRW, which catls itself "a worldwlde

“‘Assemnbly Skllls” and “Operation of
Computer-Controlled Equipment”
aren't likely to turn up on anyonc's
best-seller list, and the authors proba-
bly won't realize a cent from the movie
rights.

But the two tomes are bot Items

Yoder is
as city’s

Eighteen-year ¢lty council veteran
Ralph Yoder Is Farmington’s new may-
or and Willlam Hartsock, the mayor

pro tem.
The F Clty Councll unanl-

mecets next on Dee. 6, a Tuesday, in the
Farmington High School audliorlum. A
Pollcy and Board Operations Commit-
tee meetlng Ls scheduled for 7 p.m., and
the board mecting beglns at § p.m.

mously clected Yoder and Hartsock
last week during Its reor

of high-tech-
nology products,” some of which are
produced at a plant In Farmington
Hills.

And the authars, flve people who nor-
mally make their llvings in publie edu-
catlon, are proud of their literary foray
Into private industry.

named
mayor

clected to the clty counci this year aut
of a field of five candldates. Politleal
neweomer Roger Walker also was
elected, replacing Councilman William
Mitehell who did not seek re-clection.

meceting which hlatorically follows city
electlons, .
Both Yoder and Harisock were re-

Yoder p: ly served as mayor
from 1973.76. Hartsock, who has
served on the councll for the last 10
years, was mayor from 1§79-80.

ABOUT A  year-and-a-half ago,
TRW, a Cleveland-based company
whose 1982 sales amounted to about
§5.1 billlon, turned to the Farmington
Pubtle Schools when It needed some
technlcal manuals written and a lesson
plan prepared.

Some Farmington instructors gladly
obliged — and were paid for thelr work
with federal funds,

‘Thus began a project which “tles
buslness and industry with education to
make our state and Jocal area an at-
tractive place to be,” accordlng to
Lewis Schulman, Farmington's Super-
Intendent of Schools,

The authors included Richard Bur-
gess, an electronlcs teacher at Farm-
ington High School, and Greg Pare and
Ron Papa, both lald off from similar
teaching positions.

Charlene Parrott, the director of ca-
reer education at Farmington High,
and Jeanie Young, an English teacher
at Harvison, edited the work.

THEY WERE pald by the hour with
{ederal funds administered by the state
Department of Vocational Education

Ploaso turn to Pago 2

comes

1901 Sabarkas Commaaication Carparation. AIL AIgdla Resersed.

Height fight

tovote

over hospital

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
stalf wrltor

The fate of a zoning ordlnance which
would aMow Botsford General Hospital
to expand could rest in the hands of a
Farmington Hllls councll member who
also i a trustee at the hosplial.

To amend the ordinance, which will
be considered at 7:30 p.m. tonight, a
full majorlty {four votcs) Is required,
Although councll members voted 3-2
last week to introduce the amendment,
Councilwoman Jan Dolan, a Botsford
trustee, abstalned from voting on the
[ssue. Mayer Fred Hughes and Council-
man Donn Woll opposed the amend-
ment. Councilman Wllliam Lange was
absent,

The amended ordinance would en-
able Botsford to extend Its south tower
to a maximum 85 fect — 20 feet taller
than current zoning allows.

1f Hughes and Wolf maintain thelr

' opposltlon to the amendment, Dolan

may have to atep forward, amid poesi-
ble charges of conflict of interest, and
vote if Batsford s to move ahead with
ita $11 milllon expansion plans, Clty at-
torney Paul Blbeau, however, will also
have to determine Dolan's

to tegally quallfy to amend the

voto ma; i

ordinance, 7 ALY, 1-&mlmﬁl allowing ity
” up to 80 feet), it'will be the third time -

* Dolan was unavalableforcomment at
press time.

But if she chooses to abataln from
votlng on thc amendment, passage will
depend on Lange attending tonight's
councl] sesslon and votlag In favor of
the measure,

M BOTSFORD  has
been thrown into the middle of a politi<
czl battle between those who are ada~
mant about maintatning a “low-profile.
community” and those who do not wast:
such resirictions, but vote agalnst
amendment at Jenst until the zonlng re-’
strictions can be changed. .

Even i the councll provides the full
majority nceded to amend the ordi-
nance, the new counell which will take’
office In January could later rescind
the amendment, plunging Botsford
back to square one. Councl] members-
elect Joan Dudley and Joe Alkatceb
lost week volced opposition to the
amendment. Councilman Jack Burwell
who last week favored the amendment
will not be on the councll in January.

It councll members approve the
amendment tonlght, Botsford's only de-
fense to the possibillty of ita rescission
next year is to immedlatsly begin con-
struction before another wave of politl-
cal battling begins, N

The council’s vote last week to Inteo-
g:cc the amendment weﬂurﬁed the

ty planning commimion's earlier rece

mended deaial. Bot i the coundl
‘amends 3 (8P-2, res
officlals have xidestepped planning rec-
ommendatlons. In the past, council ap-
proved zoning changes allowing the
MetroV/lslon cable firm and the Alex-
ander . Hamilton Insurance Co. to ox-
tend structures beyond 50 feet,

Agri-business
plan is backed

State house and senate Republicans
are looking to agriculture and forestry
to play a larger role in Michigan's eco-
nomic recovery, according to state
Rep. Sandy Brotherten, R-Farmington.

Called the Republican Action Plan
for Agel-business/Forestry, the plan
would generate $22 billlon a year for
‘the state’s cconomy, according to
Brotherton.

“For scveral decades Michigan's
economy has been dominated by the
auto Industry. Today we are at a cross-
roads as we search for ways to stimu-
late our sagging economy,” he sald.

Brotherton noted that Michigan s
second only to Californla in the number
of commerclal erops grown.

AMONG THE proposals offered by
the Republlcans are:

® A 10-ycar phase-out excmption
from the Single Buslness Tax for agri-
culture or forestry industry processing
Iacilities, whether they be exlating, ex-
panding or new.

® Creation of a new agricultural
nndd(amlry rescarch and development
fund.

® Earmarking a portlon of horse
raclng revenues for the purpose of pro-
moting horse racing, Increasing purse
levels and improving race track facili-
ties.

® Creation of a leglslative policy
task force to develop an equitable
statewide water-use policy.

“Food processing, export sales of
farm products and the commercial ex-
pansion of wood and paper products
have a job-growlh potential that has
barely been tapped.

“We must remember that Michigan
residents Involved In agri-business and
{orestry experience many of the same
economic disincentlves which stunt in-
vestment and growth in more tradition-
ally defined businesses llke Generat
Motors, Clark Equipment and the small
retailers and manufacturers” said
Brotherton.
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“Bam, it sold right away!”
R, Scarialt was ploased with
tho results of the Observer &
Ecconlric Classifiad AUTO- ty
MOTIVE/TRANSPORTATION
ad placed 1o soll bis car, “Had
tho ad In tho 2 dally papers
with no results. Put'It In the
Obsarvor & Eccontric and,
bam, It sold right away!™
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