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Morey’s Suc Scott (18) feeds a pass inside against North defender

Lainna Shaw, Scott made a ket steal and layup to begin il
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They say the really outstanding players, the
cream if you will, will rise to the top in the pres-
surc altuations — ilke when the slate

asford, Mercy too much for North

_girls basketball

is on the line.

Sarah Basford, Farmington Hills Qur Lady of
Merey basketball atandout, Is llving testimony to
that axiom.

She has saved her flnest games for the state dls-
trict girls basketball lournament. In the first two
rounds, Basford scared 11 points agalnat Farming-
ton Harrison and 19 against Livonta Stevenson. She
also played good defense and dirccted the Mercy
fastbreak.

In the distdet champlonship game Wednesdny
night, against a dangerous North Farmington team
1ed by potential All-Stater Amy Ausiln, Basford
ntole the show.

IN FRONT OF an SRO crowd stuffed inlo Mer-
cy's crackerbox gym, Basford scored a game-high
18 polnts, but more Importanily, frustrated and
shut down Austin. The result: a 51-28 Mercy win
and a berth In the state Class A reglonal tourney In
Southfield beginnlng Tuesday night.

“Hey, It's tournament time,” Basford sald after-
ward, It was all the explanation needed for her tre-
mendous effort.

Austin, who received a thunderous standing ova-
tion after foullng out with less that three minutes to
play In the game, scored 10 polnts, elght of which
were [n the seeond half.

Basford succesafully kept Auatin from driving to
the basket, which Is no ‘easy feat conaldering Aus-
tin's tremendous qulekness. Austin was Umited to
Just 10 shots on the night.

*Sarah has bad to guard people like (Ladywood's)
Emlly Wagoer, and she’s as good as they come,”
sald Mercy coach Larry Baker. “Sarah is as good at
staylng In front of her man as anyone we have.”

BASFORD’S OFFENSIVE gamo wasn't slighted
by her defensive assignment elther. Her outside
shootlng was torrld. She hit flve of eight In the first
half, ncarly all from outside 12 [eet. She missed
Just flve shots all night, elght of 13, .

Her outslde shooting proficlency stung the Rald-
cr defense. They comeo out packing their zone de-
fense underneath the basket In an attempt to peu-
trallzo Mercy’s extreme alze advantage. But Bas-
ford's outslde shooting forced them to come out.
Thus, the inside opened up agaln for the Marlins,

“Sometimes a player of Sarah's quallty gets sub-
merged on a balanced team,” Baker sald. “She has
played unscitlsh ol year and has been a real reason
why we have played 50 well as a team.”

‘Annctte Rugglero also turned In a strong perfor-
mace for Mercy. The junlor point guard completly
shut down North's sophomore scnsation Lalnna
Shaw. Shaw, who scored 21 points In North's win
ngalnst Farmington on Monday, was held to just
two baskets, both In the second hall.

“We knew Lainna needed a lot of room to oper-
ate,” Baker sald, "Annctte just didn’t glve her any.”

MERCY, USING the shooting of Basford and 2
tenacious man-to-man defense, built up a 21-8 lead
by halftime.

ice thricel

Notth, with a large and loud contingent of sup-
porters in the stands, wasa't about to quit.

The Ralders fought back strong in the third quar
ter, thanks to (he determination of Austin and Su-
zanne Howley, and pulled within 10, 28-18.

] thought when we got back to within 10 polats
we had a shot,” sald Greg Grodickl, North head
coach. *“We wanted to stop them from getting the
second and third shots like they were getting in the
flrst balf, and I Lhought we did.”

Norih controlled the tap to start the fourth quar-
ter and the Ralder fans were euphoric. But the eu-
phorin was short-lived.

MERCY'S SUE SCOTT, the ever-present reserve
guard, made a steal at half court and zipped ln for
the layup. From that point on, Mercy outscored

Warriors claim Class A title

By Marty Budnor
stalf writor

Al Fracassa, the coach, hugged Mike Pop-
son, the athletle director,

Matt Dingens, the. linchacker, hugged
Mike Lodlsh, the lineman,

Mel Farr, Jr., the running back, and Jim
Scott, the tight end, held each other’s hands
along the sidelines, walting for the flnal
moments to lapse. )

Everyone was bleeding Warrlor orange.
They were Instructed nol to raise their
hands and give the No. 1 sign, so they em-
braced In trjumph Insteac.

The Brother Rice football team's season
seemed to thrive on emotlon, and that's Lhe
way things ended Saturday afternoen at the
Pontiac Stlverdome.

Showlng the flalr for the dramatic that
had served themn well all year, Brother
Rice won the state Class A football cham-
plonship for an unprecedented third tme.
The Warrlors dld it by rallylng for an exclt.

- ing, 15-12, vletory over East Lansing before
a record-sotting crowd of 26,349 people.

“It's an honor to win the state champion-
ship. T hope it takes another team a long
time to attaln three champlonships,” sald
Rice coach Al Fracassa, who gulded the
Warriors through hls third 12-0 season. "We
had to dlg deep down twlce to win the game,
and I don't conalder that lucky.

“PEOPLE WANTED to bcat us pretty
bad ali year. . .we know that,” said Fracas-
Ba. *“IUs an honor to be respected the way
we are.” .

In the end, It was Mcl Farr, Jr., Rlce's
“heavywelght™ running back, who won the

game.
Farr, a clutch player who scored the win-

ning touchdown In both of Rlce's regular-
scason overtime victories, scored on 2
three-yard run around the left side with just
one minute left In the game.

Rlee had tralled 12-6 with seven minutes
remaining in the fourth quarter, but drove
67 yards In 15 plays capped by Farr'a run. It
was the senlor back's 14th rushing touch-
down of the season — a Rice record.

“Mel Forr was bottled up a lot this year
because he's a good back,” sald Fracassa.
;‘Bu«, he'll get a yard for you when you need

A

"The troublesome Trojans controtled most
of the first half and had a 6-0 intermisslon

Jead. The Wartiors trled a few trick plays -

such as the halfback opllon pass, a quick
klc:; and a reverse. None of them worked
well,

Rice scemed Intent on teaslng the Trojan
defense which had allowed just slx points in
thelr two previous post-scason playoff
games. The Warrlors attacked more force-
luléyh lrl:!rnllylng for the victory in the sec-
ond half.

*WE DECIDED to block better in the sec-
ond half. The difference between the halves
was exccutlon,” sald Fracassa, who now has
1ead his team into 118 games in 15 season’s
as Rice's bead coach.

"We were a little Ught in the first hall,
You know, iU's like the 'Super Bowl' out
there and emotions run high. We just decid-
ed to throw short passcs. We ran up the
middle a little more {in the second half) and
that seemed to open up our outslde game.”

Brother Rice took charge diatel:

capped by quarterback Allen Szydlowsk's
scrambling, 12-yard scoring toss to Scott.
Jim Love kicked the extra point to give
Rlce lis first ead of the day, 7-8.

East Lansing responded with its own
drive, cating up the quarter’s final seven
minutes, Op the fourth quarter's opening
play — a fourth-and-one siluation from the
Rice two-yard llne — the Warrlor defense
stiffened and held East Lansing from get-
ting a first down,

However, Rice couldn't get a first down
and punted to give the Trojans great ficld
posltion at the Rlce 36-yard line, East Lans-
ing scored and took a 127 lead six plays
later on a seven-yard sweep by Steven Lo-
gan,

EAST LANSING coach Jefl Smith went
for the Lwo-polnt conversion attempt after
each touchdown and [alled on both tries,

Brother Rice then took the ensulng kick
off and never relinquished the ball until af-
ter Farr's game-winning touchdown run.
Szydlowski hit Matt Dingens with a pass af-
ter Fart’s touchdown for two polnts which

North 23-10, .
“Mercy ls such a great bail team,” Grodzicki &
sald, “They work s0 well together.” N
Baker returned the compllment. “Greg did an -
outstandlag fob,” he sald. “Both teams, I thought, -
were very well scouted. Thelr fans were beautiful |
and thelr kids were all pumped up.

“The element of polse was a big factor for us, We .
knew that we could make some mistakes and it -
would be 5o big deal. Our experience played a big .
part in allowlng us to execute our game plan.” :

Amy DeMattla, 12 points and nlne rebounds, and :
Mary Rosowskl, 14 rebounds and five steals, were
major contributors to the Marlin cause. - :

The loss ends North's season at 15-4. They were

of the Northwest gue.

Mercy advances into perhapa the toughesi re-
glonal tournament in the state. The Marlins (21-2
and ranked No. 1 In Claxs A) will take on Dearborn
s?grgxon (22-0) at 6 p.m. Tucsday, at Southleld

The other reglonal game at Southfield pits De-
troit Murray-Wright (17-2) against Western Lakes
Athletie Assoclation champ Livonia Bentley (20-2). ~

Sarah Bastord (41} draws a crowd of
Ralder defenders Wednesday in the dis-
{rict championshlp game. Basford hit on
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eight of her 13 shots to lead the Marlins lo
victary.

A dircct descendant of the legendary road racers that
hold seven Grand Prix championships on four
cantinents, the Latus Turbo Esprit quitkly becomes an
affair of the heart.

1 handtes, responds and performs like no other
production sports car on Earth, and its 1b-valve,
turbocharged inboard-mounted engine makes this

car the most ickening way yet

d for the final three-point margin,

The Warriors converted two fourth-down
plays In that critleal drive, One was a ix-
yard off-tackle run by Farr on a {ake punt,
and. the other was a 14-yard pass from
Stydlowski to Charles Laurenceile.

“It was a fine high school footbali game,
and It was a great victory for us,” sald Fra-
camu . “Both tcams went at each other very
well.”

Farr {lnlshed the game wlith 50 yards on

alter halitime, Mel Farr took the opening
Kick off and raced 25 yards to the Warrlor
39-yard line.

Rice then drove 81 yards in nine plays,

15 carrles. Szy only a juntor, com-
pleted 15 of 20 passcs for 154 yards. Scott
caught (lve passes for 54 yards, and Mike
Farr and Laurencelle each had three recep-
tlons.

p
10 annuunce your arrival in alk the eight ciecles.

But doa’l pul it off for long. Very few Americans wifl
have the opportunity lo swn a Latus Turbo Esprit.
1t's 3 strictly limited edition, and a1 $50,000, it’s cleaely
nof {or ncweomers,

1i you think the Lotus Turbo Esprit cauld imprave your

circulation, cxamine one soon al Birmingham, Mators, Lid.

A fully qualified staff is standing by (o assist.

BIRMINGHAM MOTORS, LTD.

479 S.Woodward, Birmingham M1 48011

Improve your circulation.

(313) 6463980




