By Chris McCosky
staft writer
ELFLESS. THAT'S THE beat
way to deseribe Annette Rugg!-
ero,
X ‘The word describes not only
ler personality, but the way she plays
basketball as well,

‘There’s another word that accurately
describes her — Yeader.

On the defending state Closa A
Farmington Hills Qur Lady of Merey
hasketball team, Annctte Ruggicro i
the leader.

She's the polnt guard. She controls
the tempo of the Mercy attack. Her
ball handling, passing ability and court
sense allow her to consistently set up
and assist Mercy scorers. Her tenacity
on defense is inspirational to the other
players. If one of her teammuntes is
having a rough night, Ruggiero is the
one to pat her on the back and say,
~keep your head up, get ‘em next time.”
Or if the player s dogging it, she'll be
the one slapping her o the can to get
her going.

YET, RUGGIERO Is the Marlin who
get’s the least attentlon. Her name
rarely appears in newspaper accounts
of the games,

Her accomplishmenls on the court,
however, do not go unnoticed by coach
Larry Baker.

“On our team, the point guard has to
deal with more pressure,” Baker 5ald.
“The polnt guard s responsible for
reading the defenscs. Annctte has done
that as well a3 any player has ever
done forus.”

Rugglero's value to the team became
most apparent n the semifina] round
of the Calbollc League Playoffs. Ironl-
cally, she was noticed most In absentla.
She had slighlly injured her ankle and
sat out the first hall agalnst Harper
Woods Blshop Gallagher,

Though replacement Kim Wisser did
a goed Job, the Marlins scemed out of

sync In that flrst ball. They scemed un-
erganized. Baker fnceried his floor gen-
cral back into tke lineup in the second
half, and Mercy promptly ran up an 18-
4 third quarter margin.

“SHE IS A COMPLETE ballplayer,”
Baker sald. “It takes five to play man-
to-man delense like we do, and Anncita
plays so hard. She’s a source of Inspira-
tion for the others, And unilke some, it
doesn't take a lot of recognition to keep
her happy. She's very self-motlvated
ond very sure of herscll. But, the other
alde of that Ls, no one gets down on An-
nette more than Annclte.”

1t didn’t take long for the Mercy bas-
ketball program to warm to Rugglero's
skills. As & freshman, she was the start-
Ing polnt guard on the junlor varaity
team. )

“It was rare for a freshman to start
for us,” sald IV coach Mike King, "But,
she waa so smart, She was our quarter-
back.” .

Where did she acqulre such talents?
From ceveral places. Rugpiera sras
born and still lves in Plymouth, She
began ploying basketball §n the Plym-
outh-Canton junior basketball leagues.
Her coach was her {ather, Tony Ruggl-
cro, who once played quarterback for
Bowling Green State Unlversity, Cer-
talnly, papa Rugglero played a signifl-
cant role in hls daughter’s athletle de-
velopment.

As did her sister, Reggle Ruggiero,
who was a standout at Plymouth Can-
ton High School.

ACCONMDING TO Ruggiero, Tom
Willams was Instrumental in her bas-
ketball development.

Willams, Plymouth Salem c¢ross
country coach, coached Rugglero In
seventh and eighth grade at Plymouth's
West Middle School, Rugglero's team-
mates were Fran Whittaker, Pam Mc-
Bride and Dawn Johnson, all starters
on this ycar's Plymouth Salem tcam
bound for the regional tournament.
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posed 1984 budget stales:

REVENUES
Taxes
Intergovernmental
Charges for Services
Use of Moncy, Etc.
Tolal Current Hevenue (General Fund)
Intergovernmental
Charges for Serviees
Total Current Revenue {Other Funds)
‘Tota} Current Hevenue
Resources carried forward
GRAND TOTAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED
BUDGET FOR THE COUNTY OF
FOR THE YEAR 1984

Notlee is hereby given thal pursuant Lo Act 43 of (he Publlc Acts of the State of
Michigan for the year 1963, Second Extra Sezslon, and Artlcle VI, Section 32 of the
1983 Michigan Constltution, and the Code of Federal Regulations 52 CF.R% 31, the
Qavland County Board of Commizsioners will hold a public hearing on the Proposed
1Hiudget for the year 1984, The heaning will be held io the Courthbuse Auditosom i

Service Center, 1200 Notth Telegraph Road. ontiac, MERIEAR
tern Standard Trme, December 8. 1983
Eaatern Standard Time, December 8, 1983

Interested cillzens may appear and present writlen and/or verbal comments on
the prapesed budgel and particularly (he manner they thiak the County's aliocation of
Federal Revenue Sharing Funds should be apenl. The recommendation in the pro-

“That the $3.3 milbon 1984 Federal Revenur Sharing Funds be equally

dlvlded betsreen Lhe Sheriff'a Depariment and Lhe Department of Man-

agement and udget” as included in the following budgel summary:
1984 PROPOSED BUDGET SUMMARY

A copy of the proposcd 1984 budget will be avallable on and after Wedncsday.
November 30, 1983, for public inspection in the Offlce of the Oakland County Clerk-
Reglster of Deeds, Courthouse, 1200 North Telegraph Road, Pontlac, Michigan.
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$ 66,503,581

14,459,283

14,815,343
10,550,000
108,328,207
$ 14,704,508
L_sawsol
¥ 30,040,090
$126,963,306
__ 3,487,581
$139,433,807

LYNN D. ALLEN,
0Oakland County Clerk-
Reglster of Deeds
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Willlams' teams went 17-1 those two
5C230NI.

*Mr, Wiilams gave me a lot of confi-
dencee In mysell,” Rugglero said.

Williams, who often comes to sce
Rugglero play, said sbe might have
been the best player ever to come out
of West.

“She’s Just a great kld,” Willlams
sald. "She was always so unsure of hier-

. self, though. She never really knew hose

good she was, She was so humble, Fi-
nally I just told her she had to forget
thot humbleness and take over the
floor. Which shie did.”

The Plymouth-Canten Communlty
School Dislrlet declded In 1978 to keep
ninth graders in middle school instead
of bringing them into the high school.
‘That was the ycar Rupgiero was in
elghth grade.

" THE THOUGHT of slaylng a third
year at Weat didn't appeal to Rugpicro.
So, she began 1o seek out alt

Rugglero said. *Basketball had nothing
to do with me coming to Mercy. I just
felt like I bad to do something differ-
ent. I didn't even know Mercy had a
basketball team.”

She found out about the basketball
team soon cnough. Or rather, the bas-
kelball team found out about her,

“Bob Blohm (Salem asslstant basket-
ball coach) told me that Rugglero was
the best glrls player ever to come out
of West Middle School,” Baker satd.
That’s all the advice he needed.

And Ruggicro melded Into the Mercy
program perfectly. She has excelled on
the court and In the classroom. She has
0 3.87 grade point average.

“She s the oppoalte of arrogant,”
Baker safd. “Few kids have more de-
sire to play team

Monday, November 28, 1983 OLE

was to play defensc. Sarah (Basford)
was hot, so I got her the ball everylime
1could.

*1 understand that there are no stara
on this tcam. I 1ok at all of us as belng
equal. My job Ls to play defense, orga-
nize things a lltle and get the ball o
the person that's open, If that's what 1
can do to help the team swin, then that's
{inc.”

And Ruggiero takes winnlng very se-
rloualy.

“1 love to go places and have people
say, ‘Oh, you're from Mercy.' I dida't
reallze just what that meant untl] we
lest to Ladywood,” she sald.

She and the rest of the Marlina are
gunning for their second straight-state
title. Ruggiero Is cautious.

“It bothers me when people start tak-
{ng these games for granted. We've got
{o take them one at a time, Like the
North game. Everyone sald we'd win
casy, but T was as nervous before the
game as I have ever been,” she sald.

Summing up a person like Ruggicro
i;;n'l casy, but Baker probably does it

est:

(FRC - - -

e

Annctle Ruggicro
quiet leader

nctle. She is happlest when we arc
working as a team.”

“I DON'T LGOK at myself as a non-

~[ dida’t come to Metcy for the rl§l|(
reasons, but 1 stayed Because of them,”
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scorer,” Rugy said. “But, T dont
feel I always have to score. Tonight
(agalnst North Farmington), my Job
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