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Sexual stereotyping hinders women in the workplace

: By Kattio Greens
stafl writor

Veterinarian Terty Ryan of Blr-
mingham bellzves sexual stereotyping
Is at the root of women's economic
problems. Holding up a copy of the Ee-
centric Want Ads, Ryan zald most of
those jobs advertlsed yrequire math and
science backgrounds which women are
not belng eacouraged to pursue,

As director of the Oakland County
Chapter of the Michigan Project on
Equal Education Rights (PEER), she
bopes to educate the county on what
Title IX of the Education Amendment
of 1972 is all about and how It relates
to the plight of women in the work
place.

Ryan is adamant when she said It's
about economics. “We have to bring
that message home to young women,”
she said.

She cites what she calls disturblng
Inequitles In pay hetween men and
women: 1o 1980 a female worker's sal-
ary averaged 59 percent of a male's.
The average salary for a woman wlith a
college degree was $231 a woek 28
compared to $373 n week for a maje
college grad.

“Its lhoul giving all our childdren
both male and female equal opportunl-
ty,” sald Ryan. “If boys want Lo learn to
cook and girls want to atudy mboUu
Ahey should be enwungcd to'do do so.™

. e

TITLE IX sA\'S no peraan shall, on
tha basis of sex, be excluded from par-
ticipation in, be denled the besefits of,
or be subjected to dlscrimination under
any education program or activity re-
celving federal financial asistance,
Ryan sald people are geverally igno-
rant of the law's far reaching effects
and only 1t applies to sports.
*Sports is just one small aspect of §t.*

Sexual stereotyping is pervaslve,
Ryan clalmed. *I'm not blaming any-
one, but PEER wants to ralse the con-
sciousness of parcats and teachers so
they will be aware of what's golng on.”
She sald the schools find female and
male students are still opting for tradi-
tional studles and therefore an active
effort must be lmde to make them
aware of alternatlye

Glrls are dmpplnx out of math at a
higher rate than boys, Ryan reports.
She explalas,* Math anxicty is culture

, there 18 nothing intrinslc about
it.” Women are golng {0 be worse olf In

Scheol chief Herman
lands New York post

By Judith Doner Berne
stafl writer

Dr. Jerry Herman, former ouper!.n-
tendent of the West

three high schools, two junior highs
(seventh and elghth grades) and 12 cle-
mentary achools, Fallesen sald.

uERMANwru.mlznhuposlns

Distriet, bas been appolated to hud the
Grcecc Central School District, Greece,

N.Y.

‘Herman, whosa contract was termi-
nated by the West Bloomficld Board of
Educatlon last Dec, 31, will assume his
new position in the suburb of Roches-
ter, N.Y. on Jan. 3, 1984, according to
Elaine Fallesen, the distriet’s commu-
nications asslstant.

Herman will be pafd $70,000 annuat-
ly to administer the 13,000-student dis-
trict the flrst year of his three-year
contract. The school system, which op-
erates on a $51-million budget, includes

tion at Cibvclund State Unlversity,
Cleveland, Ohlo.

His wife and a son, a senlor at North
Farmington High School, have re-
mained in the West Bloomfleld area.

Herman was chosen in late October
from among four flnalists for the
Greece superintendency, from which
Davld B. Robinson retired after 14

Fullmn described the school dlstrict
as “middleclass,” with a number of
resldents employed by Eastman Kodak
and Xerox corporations.
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the noxt flve years as computera take
over clerical jobs,” Ryan sald. In order
10 bo retrained for other jobs they wilt
, have to have the math and sclence
* backgrounds. Ninc out of 10" women

.tdork.becauss they.must and.seven of

those aro In low paylng jobs, she re-
ports. .

before groups like the Culluon of l..l~
bor Women and the O
Care Assoclation, Ryan ulﬂ lhe
lemlnm are desigoed o ralse aware-
ess levels throngh audiqvisual materi-
ala tatlored to the nudlence.
Also, Ryan seld, .they are trylng to
locate the 'nx’;ldal.n;x offices in all the

were referred to tho billngual deput»
ment. .

RYAN SA!D Ber iavolvement in the
group ka nal. “I have two sons at
home and I want them to bave options,”
she sald. She sald she and her busband
who is r dentlst ave trying to ralsa sons
who will respect women. Ryan admits

coma concerned when thelr daughter is
discriminated agalnst, she added.

The Michl, PEER recelvu some
funding frem various foundations, how-
ever the Oakland Chapter exists on do-
nated funds. It dissemninates llterature
on the vlrioul studles on equal eduea.
ticnal oppo: ties.

A lund-nlur called “Not For Wom-
en Only” bas been acheduled for Satur.

THE OAKLAND County (PEER}) s
nudo up enlirely of vulunwen dedleat-
ed to the samo goals as the Michigan
PEER which started In 1979, Those
goals are to eliminate barriers to full
educational opportunities for boys and
1s. They will be involving the par-
ents and alerting educators on the need

have an o!lleer appointed to oversee
Title IX.

To glve an Indlcation of how urloua-
ly schools take the order, Ryan sald
they ealled one Oakland County School
district for the Title IX officer and

the task is not casy because attitndes
aro 80 entrenched about what rales
men and women play in our soclety. Al-
though the group is largely made up of
women, Ryan sald it hopes to aftract
,more men because the problem Ls not
"restricted to women, A lot of men be-

day, Dec. 10, at the Detroit Sclence
Center. “Herstory,” a theatrical Lour nl
male and female roles through hisy

wlll be presented and coffee and du-
serts will be served. For teket Infor.
matlon, call 685-0917.

to change educational practices.

Presently the Qaklend County PEER
is conductlng workshops for parent
groups and other communlty organiza-
tlons, They have presentod semlnars
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