from our readers

Readers upset

To the edltor:

At a time when emotions are already
aroused at North Farmington High
8chool, and all partles are trying to be
calm and rational, your article on Mon-
day, Nov. 21, on Prinelpal Clayton

of a public servant s tasteless and of-
fensive. The whole issue at NFHS is not
whether Campus Life, a group whose
philosophy s based ob “Scriptures As
‘The Only Rellable Guide to Life," Is a
wholesome organization, but whether
. the principal is using the power of bls
office to exert pressure, however sub-
tle, on the student community. This ar-
ticle shows at least three clear in.
stances in Mr. Graham's own words,
tthat he Is indeed.

¢ 1. Mr. Graham states In the article,
that "as a Christlan”. he ls bound to
obey his superiors by keeping hia relig.
lous views out of school life. (Would a
non-Christian think he did not have to
obey?) He then openly admits a few
paragraphs later, that if parents ask
him, as principal of North Farmington,
. what he thinks of Campus Life, he will
recommend it. We wonder if there is

To the editor:

1 wish to take this opportunity o
commend the Farmington Observer for
the excellent coverage provided the
candidates In the recent ¢ity election.
In the past criticism has been directed
toward the newspaper with regard to
,the publicity glven to the

2. Mr. Grabam compares the natural
enthuslasm of Campus Life for thelr
orgalnzation to other students presum-
ably outside of Campus Life, who get
enthused over such things as the alco-
ol they will drink on non-school sanc-
tioned senlor trips to Florida, heavy-
handed implication being {f you're not

on Israel put up two years ago that he
wouldn't dare put up now, while com-
pletely ignoring the cause of the pres-
ent foror: the veritable bllmard of
posters, banners, buttons, school news-
paper ads, chalkl announcements,
and malled-announcemests from Cam-
pus Life, an organization whose some-
times hidden raison d'etre is “to bulld
relationships with kids in order o ex-
posa them to the “Gospel.”

We feel that the publication of this
misleading, one-sided, extremely slant.
ed article, iz an act of ible

, and will promote a split in
the community which we are diligently
trylog to avold.

M, atd Mry. Marvin Fiskman'’r Dr.
and Mrs. Roaald Miller

Mayor praises coverage

aware of the election, the lssues, and
the candldates.

Unfortunately the lurn out, a mere
18.5 percent was dlsappointingly amall.
I would offer that the clty and those
involved must now address this prob-
lem In an effort to stimulate and In-

“and the election, This year

d crease voter ‘The Observ-
the Observ.. er did all it could, and did it well. As

She makes re’adihg a barrel of fun

Jo (Virginla) Kirk remembers librar-
lans a3 little old ladies sitting behind
thelr deska and saying "abush® (o ev-
eryone who walked by,

Kirk, librarian at Maple Elementary
in West Bloomfield for pearly 12 years,
is the farthest thing from her own
sterotype.

“My objective la to try to make the
children foel comfortable in the Ubrary
and to feel comfortable with books,”
the 48-year-old mother of five sald.

Students and faculty at' Maple re-
cently bonored Kirk with & 1 as-

Grabam, can only be described as Io- into Campus Life, you must be into sembly, Fach

3 | grade offered a presenta-  sald she just uses whatever ahe can
nalmmn!oxiyh. To allow a front-page self-destruction, tlon u{ Kirk, exp g Its thanks for find. “I don't buy things — I want chil-
splasti on the personal religlous viows 'y, Mr. Graham mentions one poster making reading fun and interesting.

Kirk's methods for generating l-
brary enthusiasm Include special han- -
dicraft projects, skils and costumed
readings tllustrating various stories.

Her deplction of “The Humbug
Witch, written by Laurna Ballln, bas
become a school favorite. Kirk fol-
lowed Ballin’s description of the witch,
and created a large head with & long
poss, crooked teeth and stringy red

‘The witch wears red and white
striped socks, polnted black shoes and
an old apron, while she mixes a brew of

- sour milk, raln water, prune pits and
sundry other vile Ingredients.

ONE YEAR, Kirk recalled, she even
Included a live cat in the skit, though a
stuffed one now i3 the standard prop.
As Kirk reads the story in witch's garb,
the character comes alive for young-
sters, shesald. - .

any mentlon of the religious motives of \
Mr. and Mrs, Mandel Fo . “The children's rezction s the most I
) Clmgll::m!.(l.;u at thls time, or does that i Faroiagios :1?1!1: remmeilon thing. " Getling theen jox 2 :
com! volved, seelng them dellght In baving

the book read, that's what It's all
about,” she sald.
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Kirk involves school principals in her
storytelling, as well. At Loon Lake Ele-
mentary School, where she worked for
several years before transferring to
Maple, Kirk dressed as. Cinderells,
while Principal Spencer Rush was out-
fitted a2s. Prince g The palr
vialted claxerooms, sharing the story of
Cinderellz, and encouraging studenta to
read it for themselves. .

- "I want them to look at a book and
see more than just words,” Kirk sald.

FOR HER costumes and props, Kirk

dren to see they can do things, t0o,” she
sald.

Kirk also Involves students in deco-
rating the library/medla center. They
recently designed and put together
peedlepoint moblles with characters
from their favorite books.

In addition, Kirk teaches 10 classes
of after-school enrichment computer at
Maple and four other Walled Lake ele-
‘mentary schools.

BTEVE FECHT/Wefiod Lake/Novi Newa

MAPLE LIBRARIAN JO KIRK: “The chlldren’s reaction is the
most rowarding thing. Getting them involved, seaing them
dellght in having the book read, that's what It'a all about.”
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A. Wanted: Warm & loving
home for elegant but
affectionate  crystal

Very Marie Newman Christmas.

dolphins, Baccarat of
y course.

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT: 642:9100
L e T )

Mayor of Farmington , § commend
you, and as a candidate in the recent

er could not bave done a better job.
Fach Candldates Night (afternoon)

was covered. You devoted space to the
-backgrounds and objectives of each
candldate. You made the residents

election, I thank you.
Frederick W. Hoghes, Mayor
City of Farmingtoa Hills
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B. Captyre the holiday spirit -

g Yes... : g crystalize the mood! Free
. : o THE ’ o form crystal accessory
: thank todi g BAislgeElfcai é'OAF Py pieces, to use or simply
) 9 show. By Vann
Parents thank custodian toseviovoubbter. 3 y Vannesle Chacel
“To the edltor: & FIND US AT QUR PRESENT & C. Spark[e your table with this
- We would like to commend our cus-  to walk Into Fairview Lo see how clean © LOCATION THRU THE END o silver Chaﬁng dlSh
ol B i T B ool o i vt g
standing e does for our school, the decl our o " LOOK FOR US AT OUR NEW : :
Eeicgon Els i s delonch  Shy i In comtes bours 10 @ LOCATONDRECTLYACROSS O Marie Newman Gifts
. 3 N 0
Spatdorate, sensitlve and an Invali: - 4oep O e, Sh i3 perlectionist (2 SPRING OF 4 o ALWAYS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
and It shows In the pride she takes In ¢35 YEARS AND GOING STRONG o Bloomfield Plaza » Telegraph at Maple
) ber job, o THANKS TO YOU. Open Mon.-Frl. 10-9; Sat. 10-5:30, Sunday 12-5+851-5880
Qur school’s earollment conslsts of We parents want to sy thank you for Vel
handicapped and non-handieapped pre- & job well done and one that sometime [ THE BAKER'S LOAF 354-LOAF o
schoot chlldren. For many parents this  goes unnoticed: We appreciate you. 3 NORTHWESTERNHWY. SOUTHFIELD -
is thelr first deallng in selecting a Falrview Parents o [ '
school for thelr chlldren. One only has Farmlisgton Rills o @ QOO Q00 ]

only 13.00%

HAMMELL MUSIC, INC.

~ reduces

finance charges

NOW 13%*

financing on all new pianos.
= Limited time only!

Right now, Hammell Muslc Is making it easlor for you
1o own the brand new plano or organ you've always
wanlad.
Now thru Dec. 24th, quallfied retall customers will pay
finance charges on any new plano or
organ, Choose from a complete line of superior quality

*Based on annual potcontage rato, Financing available up 10 72
months to qualilied retall buyors. Amount tinanced subjoct 10
mialmum & maximum limits,

HAMMELL MUSIC, INC.

" Drcams can crme
“rue,

S5, Say
thraugh the Tay roll
Savings Plan.
Bunds c2n mahe
thut dream honse o
lity. Or

o
\acation

Ronds arc
dependable
nd while

drcam, tm.
So buy U8, Saviogs

_The'Il put your
finanvial worries 10 rest.

CHILDREN'S NIGHT
A CHRISTMAS PARTY

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 7 TO 9 P.M.
IN THE CHILDREN'S SHOP, BIRMINGHAM

Santa, the clves and Paddington Dear
weleome boys and gerts, parents who care
10 join us for a party and special surprise

with lots of balloons anrd puppets, small stzed.
With preparation of treats, it's att just begun.
So. gather around and share tn the fun.

Stolnway, Sohmer or Yamaha pianos or the amazing
new Yamaha organ at greatly reduced sale prices! \
t the dea! you've been wailin . Jacobson's invites you and your children to cur annuat Christmas Party.
{Soo"huvry In today and g 4 ¢ uitqo:ﬁzrica' Please join us from 7 to 9 p.m. for deliclous holiday sweets and other
testlve surprises. Your children will enjoy a special presentation of the

enchantlng Anderson fairy tale, The Ugly Duckling, by Dick Waskin and
his delightiul pupp Other guest app will include some of your
children’s favorite sloryboak characters. Allow them to salely enjoy
the performance, while you take some quiet time to finish your
Christmas shopping. Shows will be held at 7:15 and 8:15.

MIDDLEBELT 331 N. MAIN .
lsmﬁvom,\. ML PLYMOUTH, ML ° J acobson S
427-0040 459-7141

FOR YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING CONVENIENCE, NEW EVENING HOURS:
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 9:00 P.M., SATURDAY UNTIL 6:00 P.M.




