Peaceful protest
takes practice

Both sides
stand firm
but gentle

By Kathy Parrish
slat writor

IT WASN'T Tom Parker’s first antl-war dem-

onstration. This time, though, be was arrest-
ing protesters instead of protesting.

“I've been on the other side,” sald the Oak-
land County Sheriff's deputy, who opposed the Viet-
nam War as a college student.

“And I've got Kids. I don't want to see a nuclear
war.”

Also committed to uphold the law, Parker gently
led genior citizen blockaders out of the way of ears
xli‘l;l:h:g into Willlams International Corp. in Walled

c.

The protesters, on their way to Oakland County
Jall, amlled while quletly talking about their mls-
alon to stop Willlams workers from making englnes
for low-flylng crulse misstlcs.

The Wllliams “confrontation” — over almost as
soon as it began at dawn Monday — was as peace-
ful ax its aim. But both aldes worked hard to make
sure It would be.

Behind the scenes, the blockaders and the depu-
ties were “psyching” themselves for a meeting de-
signed to disappolnt the TV cameras.

“How do you creatively make that connectlon
with another person whose heart you're trying to
touch when your body 1s blockading?" the Rev, Pe-
ter Dougherty asked during a non-violeace tralning
sesslon for blockaders.

EXPECTED TO LAND 40 people In fall by Fri-
day, the protest ia one of several United States and
Canadlan actions this week against defense sup-
plicrs. e t

Willlams Intersational waa chosen locglly be-
cause its gas turbine engines power cruise misalles.
Protesf

ters also were outside the manufacturer's

Ogden, Utab, facility. " A

Williams® 1,450 employees also make turbine en-
glnes for cars and trucks, Industrial gas turbincs
and low-pollution turbloes for generating electric
power from natural gas and coal. .

‘Trying to get Williams to cease defense work,
Covenant for Peace of East Lansing has distributed
leaflets and prayed outalde the Walled Lake firm
weekly since Jan. 17, -

Two trespassing incldents led to an Oakland Clr-
cuit Court injunction which the protesters this week
dlsobeyed dafly by standing in the driveway and
blocking employees cars.

Candles were part of a legal prayer ser-
vice Sunday marking the weck-long
event.,

“Gandht was creatlve in a way many people
weren't. He ereated a bond of love with those he
opposed,” sald Dougherty, a Catholie priest.

“They left as kis friends. But working that out fs
very difilcult.” Partlcipants discussed whether to
talk with tha police, lock arms or walk or be
dragged away from the scene.

Supporters — palred up onc-to-one with blockad-
ers — talked about whether they should sing, clap
or cheer,

“Slnging sounds like a real good Idea. Anything to
break down barriers,” suggested one protester,

“Clapplng makes it like a spectator thing. I don't
like it added another, suggesting that arvesting
officers would be offended by a crowd cheering
blockaders, ‘

“But the police shouldn’t be there, We're not
there to baby their consclences,” objected one man. *

‘The Was an eys-opener for some In-
volved. et gt . X .
m‘;l felt like arguing and
police carmade up of - X .

“People are beavy. And tho more they resisted,
the tireder I got,” sald one woman, "I started to get
angry."

STAYING OVERNIGHT in St. Vincent de Paul
Church In Pontiac, the blockaders and thelr support
people were divided Into “afilnity” groups repre-
senting a home city or membership like Detroit
Peace Community ar the senlor cltizens, Members
slept in the same area and encouraged each other
through the weck,

When their affinity group manned the blockade
and members were arrested, support people fol-
lowed them to the jall and court. Then they were

ORGANIZERS STRESSED | They
met with the sherlff’s staff and a Walled Lake min-
isterlal group to discuss thelr plans and sent an
open letter door-to-door In the blockade area. Wil-
lams employees were also advised of the blockade,

And the protesters — many of whom came from
other citles and states to spend tme in Oakland
County Jall — were given a list of guldelines to
follow.

The “discipline” ealled upon protesters to “ac-
knowledge our own compliclty and to clalm our
personal responsibillty in the arms race” and to
“remaln, especlally In action which is firm and
strong and bold, always humble and gentle, never
sclf-righteous.”

‘The Rev, Willlam Kellerman urged them to ap-
proach the blockada n a spirit of “mindfulness and
thoughtfulness.

"“There is a geauine intercst in dtalogue; not just
‘Let us tell you' but a willingness to listen,” the

* Methodlst minister told the crowd.

“What if someone i3 dedlcated to violence?

Wouldn't that ruin the protest?” asked a particl-
L

n

p."We‘u not gonna take a pledge,” reptled the De-
trolt elergyman. “Let’s just say they (the opposl-
tion) are all our foends — while we dlsagree with
some of them more or Jess.”

SUNDAY AND TUESDAY non-vlolence tralning
scasions gave blockaders and thelr supporters an
idea of what to expect during clvll disobedlence.

They were divided into groups — pallce, peace
keepers, protesters and vigilers — and ran through
a practice blockade. Then participants talked about
how they felt in the roles.

T s

for familles and taking care
of needs while blockaders were In jall.

Because 30 many parttelpants had never been In
jail before, Kellerman asked them to look out for

During a mock demonstration, The Rev.
Peter Dougherty of Covenant for Peace
shows the opposing sides where to

stand.
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Leading the flrst blockade altempt Monday were four  the effort were the Rev.
senior citizens who held hands while standing in front

of a car headed into Willlams International, Jailed for

e
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each other. “Be awake to onc another, because
that's kind of what Covenant has been at Williams;
slmply going there and having thelr eyes open.
“What we bring as a group to Witllams is our
hearts and a communlty splrit of nonviolence.”

“The organizers are very peaceful and we didn't
expect any trouble. Qur concern was that invita-
tions were sent out to the public, And thls is an
1deal situation if someone wants Lo cause trouble.”

The officers reacted calmly, cireling the protes-
FOR THE POLICE, keeping the Wiltlams drive- tors and leadlog them away o a spoclal booking

:t::n:::e_mph d clear of peoplo was & van. Stretchers were on hand for theso who refused
task. to walk, . PR
The _weat o tha Tactical Mn\:ilnl ) m_\u. whlch . 1§ they don't hitus.we wou't hit thers,” sald cve
officer, who'd boen practicing plcking up bodies.

is traiped Ly crowd gontrol. AN
- Liko "tbe. mmmnm got én avening's

mnlnz(orhq;; The sesslon alaa - - WO dont want to get burt edther.”.
uded rol o oo, g Chatilng with supporters outaide Williams after
"We stressed being polito but flrm,” ‘explained drrests, another officer was told that the goal of the
Capt. Jim Curtls, commander of the unit which protest is a safer world.

practlced carrylng people off the pavement and un-

“If that's the whole polnt and you get it thron,
linking protesters’ arms, Banny oo sald s et eh

to peaple, we're happy, too,” sald one officer.

Kicking off
ades were senlor ¢iti-

zens with a banner.

Corfon Foltz of Pontiac; Vivi
enne Kell of Madison Helghts; and Pat and Corinne'
Bruder of Southficld,
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