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ON THE STRENGTH of the tre-
mendous long-range shooting of Carcl
Smith and the lnslde qulckness of
Margaret Jackson, the Pilots pulled
witaln (lve, 25-20 by kalftime. Smith
had eight second-quarter polnts (16
:,al;;l) and Jackson had four, 10 In (he

alf.

-If the third quarter belonged to
anyone, It was Lhe offlcials, The whis-
tle was blown 23 times In thooe ¢lght
minutes of play. Ten fouls wero
calted and 13 violations of one kind or
another were clted — elght went
agalnst the Marlins.

Mercy took just six shots [a that
quarter, but thanks to the poor shoot-
ing of the Pllots {three for 13}, e~
caped with a 34-26 lead.

Smith, who &It the last two shots of

Rocks to test Mercy Wednesday

Continusd from Page 1

on paper. There are certain areas,
certain intangible areas, in which
Nerey znd Salem mateh up very well.
sLike coaching. This game will
showcase two (three, really) of the
flnest coaches In the state. Larry
Baker of ‘Mercy and Fred Thomann
and Bob Blohm of Salem.

Both teams will be well scouted,
both teams will be more than ready
to play, the game plans will be sound
~ and If there's a weakness to be ex-
ploited on either side, it will be ex-
ploited.

IF ANY team plays a better, more
aggressive man-to-man defense than

the third quarter to keep the Pllots
close, hit the first two shots of tha
fourth quarter, That made it 34-30
and Baker called timeout.

After (he pausc, Rosowskl, DeMat.
tia and Annette Rugglero, with a Pi.
Tot free throw mixed in, scored to put
the Marling back up 40-31,

NORMALLY, THAT lesd would
have been comfortable for Mercy.
Except on this night, tha Marlins lost
thelr touch from the free throw line.
The Marllns went o the linc 12 times
in the fourth quarter and hit juat four
:hau. In total, the Marlins were eight

or 22

“I think 1f we would have shot 50 or
60 percent from the line, we wouldn't
have hod to deal with any pressure

Salem, it's Mercy. If there’s anyone
better than Mercy at taking advan-
tage of the talent it has and making
up for the talent it lacks, it's Salem.

These are two excellent teams. The
gamme will be a thriller,

“I think you have to put potats on
the scoreboard agatnst Salem because
they will be very selective about thelr
shots,” Baker sald. “We will have to
score to put pressurc on them to be
less choosey,

“And we have to find & way to go to
our blg people.”

Sald Thomann: “We are really ex-
clted to have the opportunity to play
Mercy. They are a good, skilled team
with tremendous slze and tremendous

ins hold off Lady Pilots

down the streteh,” Baker sald.

They shot just 38 percent and dealt
with enormous pressure dewn the
stretch.

Ironleally, the Pilots never got
within elght points of the Marlins.
They certalnly had enough chances.
However, the Pilots could hit on just
four of 21 shots in the final quarter,
and many of those were from under-
neath the Merey hoop.

ANOTHER REASON the Marlins
were ahle to sustain thelr lead was &

turna keeplog the ball away from Pi-
Tot defenders and forelng fouls.

In the end, it was Ford, the seem-
1ngly-sllent-but-smooth

who put the 1id on the Marlin win. Af-
ter the Pllols pulled within elght with
2:43 left and had missed several op-
portunities to get closer, Ford hit a
pair of clutch free throws.

After Rugglero hit two big frec
throws with 55 seconds left, Ford lced
it with a steal and an uncontested
layup. '

As is the Marling' method, they
used a balanced offensive attack. Af-
ter Basford's 17 polnts, Ruggiero had
nine, Ford elght, and Rosowskl and
DcMattia each had slx,

The Marl(ns (23-2) will meet ({lll in
school) at 7:30 Wednesday night,
agaln at Southfleld High, in the quar-
terfinals. The winner will advance to
the semifinals Fﬂdl:y at Western

1 Ki

‘tecam’ players. It's a challenge lo
play against the best, And we're ex-
clted to bave the opportunlty to play
them.”

Though the teams baven't faced
each otber much {n recent ycars, one
senses & fierce rivalry. Though Tho-
mann denies it, there may even be
some bad blood between the teams.
Several players from Plymouth, most
notably point guard Annetie Ruggi-
cro, have gone to Mercy Instead of Sa-
lem or Canton.

During Mercy's regional champlon-
ship game Thuraday, the Sal
was In the stands cheering loudly.
against Mercy.

em team

“NO, I don't think any bad blood ex-
Ists,” Thomann sald, "I think It's more
of & neighborhood thing. They are in
our area, they arc llke an arca team.
Our team rootlng for Mcrcy to lose ks
like us rooting for Stevenson to beat
Beatley — because that would help us
out [n the league,

“Both teams are qualily teams and
they accept the challenge of playing
as hard as they can.”

The winner Wedneaday night ad-
vances to the semifinals in Kolama-
200, Friday night.

Game time Wednesday s 7:30 p.m.
Southfield High School la located on

10 Mlle at Lahser.
— Chrts McCosky

ART EMARUI EI._EIJMIH‘ phologr IDW
Larry Boker, Mercy head coach, give some instruclions to point
guard Annette Ruggiero during Thursday’s regional championship
game, :

OCC men face early misfortune

By C.J, Risak
atnif writor

Time does something to people.
Changes them.

1t’s the same with basketbatl teams.
Oaktand Community College's men's
basketball team in parilcular,

“If you had asked me back around
the beginning of October what our sea-
son would be like," said OCC coach
Leonard Cole, "I would have sald,
“Rosy.' "

What Cole dldo't forsce was a
lameniable atreak of misforiunes that
turned his team's greatest asset to its
weakest commodity.

Flirst, the player Cole expected to be
the team's top scorsr, Edward Hagger-
ty, a 68 forward from Royal Oak
Shrine, suffercd a severe tear of his
calf muscles. Haggerty Is sidelined un-
tI1 the second half of the season.

THEN A PAIR of sophomores Cole
had been counting on as starters, 63
forward Charles Willlams and 6-1
guard Rory Webb, falled to maintain
their grades. The earlicst elther can
play Is January.

"That really burt us,” Colc satd of
the Josses. “I felt forward would be our

strength. Now its our weakness.”

The Ralders, who went §-17 last sea-
son and have started this year with
four stralght losses, bave been forced
to start a palr of Inexperlenced for-
wards, One is Dennls Picar, a 6-3 Blr-
mingharn Groves graduate who has lm-
pressed Cole,

“We're getting a lot of help from
Dennis," Cole sald. "He's learning,
comlog along and working hard. He's
been forced into a starting role. He
doesn't do anything to hurt us, but he

Fard, (s scoring about 17 points per
geme.

Palmer, a 6-7, 230-pound freshman
from Detrolt Cass Tech, boasts a 15
polot average. But the next player
scores just five polnts a game.

WHAT COLE WANTS to get the sea-
son turned around Is obvious.
“‘When we get everybody back, it'll

Palmer) as the keys to our team, along
with Haggerty and Webb, we can play

' Commu-

nity College Athletle Association’s
Eastern Conference includes Highland
Park, Hemry Ford, Schoolcraft and
Filnt Mott.

“Those four teams arc golng to be
tough,” Cole admitted,

make my job a heckuva lot easier,” the
Raider coach said. “With the three
players I gave you (Hall, Ivey and

And 3o will OCC — If the right keys
can be found to
separating fortune and misfortune.

needs experience.
"He basn't his
role yet.”
AT THE OTHER FORWARD, Cole

has used Anthopy Flotcher, & 8-5 “raw
talent” who dido't play basketball at
Pontlac Northern, ahd Tom Sytko, a 6-1
swingman from Milford Lakeland.

“We're not getting any scoring from
our forwards,” Cole said. “That's our
problem.” .

ts means three players — guards

Anton Hall and Rodney Ivey and center
Tony Palmer — have been forced
carry the offensive toad. Hall, a 6-1
freshman from Detroit Cooley, leads
the team with a 24-polnt average, lvey,
a 6-2 sophomore from Detrolt Henry

sport shorts

Bloomfield Open Hunt will be Uteral-
ly jumping with activity this weckend.

The Bloomfleld Hills club wlll host
the Mldwest Showjumping Tralning
Scsslon siarting today and running
through Sunday, The site was seleeted
by the Unlted States Equestrian Team.

Bertaland deNemethy, course de-
signer for the 1984 Olymplc games and
former USET coach, will be instructor

for the session, Advanced riders from.

throughout the Midwest have been In-
vited to participate.

The sessions run from 9 am. to 3
p.m. Thursday through Sunday. There
iy a §$5 admlssion charge.

For more informatlon, call the club
ot 644-941). Bloomficld Open Hunt ks
located at 405 East Long Lake Road
{gorner of Lopg Lake and Kensington
roads, one mile east of Woodward}.

© WORK THAT BODY

<A A%-hour exercise marathon was
recently conducted by fostructors from
1% of the metropolitan arca's top ex-
erclse centers at the Michigan Inn of
Southfield.

-Representatives from The Workout
Co. of Blocmfield Township were on
hand as some of the 'marathon’ instrue-
tors. The stage work was performed by
Laura Roberts and Becki Cole, and the

‘Wil Be Recommended.

INDEPENDEN
DEYROIT

If A Problem Exists, Proper Service

other representatives were Myra Pare
trich, Iris Lodar and Barbara Schiff.

*We had the high epergy pecform-
ance — the prime time of the day,”
said Partrich. *IL was a really an Inter-
esting experience.”

The scssion was attended by more
than 500 people and It ralsed some
$8,000 for Speclal People Activity Cen-
ter Inc, — a non-profit organization
which serves the recreational and so-
¢la] peeds of handicapped people.

® OLY YMCA TANKERS

The Oakland Live Yers (OLY)
YMCA swim team recently particlpat-
ed in (he Macomb Aguatic Club mint
‘C’ meet at Roscvllle High School. |

Following are the particlpants and
their {lnishing times.

¢ AND UNDER: Jamle Hogan {25-
back, {Uth place); Jamle Hogan (25-
Irce, fifth place) 8 AND UNDER:
Joshua Harrls (25-back, sixth place);
Roslyn Babic (S0-free, first plack Ros-
1yn Bablc (25-free, first place); Roslyn
Babie (50-frec, [lfith place), Wendy
Scallon (100-1M, {lith place); Jill Gerds
(50-breast, sixth placs).

10 AND UNDER: Je{f Hogan (50-fly,
third placel; Jeff Hogan (100-free,
fourth place); Jeff Hogan (300-free, sec-
ond place); Renee Pawlak (100-back,
second place).
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL
Shape up for only

$ l 65“ per month*

*plus a small registration fee

Average cost of 1 year program.
There’s no reason to let
yourself get out of shape
during the holidays. Our
trained specialists can design
the proper program for you.
So this Christmas, Eat, Drink
& Be Healthy

GREAT GIFT IDEA
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WALLED LAKE
+ (313) 356.6166 /(313) 624-455)
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2055 Haggerty Rd.
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LUMBER

Melamine panels

4'x8'x1/8"

s 1200
1 reg. $13%
ALL

YOUR CHOICE
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+ whito « autumn follage

NEW TILE PATTERNS
& ', floral tansnays boigally > 19°% o

30650 plymouth road
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SHALL
RECEIVE

Get a fabulous rebate from Black &

Decker when you buy any of these
selected Black & Deckerpowertools.

#73922' HP* Ball Dearing

B Construction
57 74" Circular Saw

$71.99
S 8199
Lessrebate 5,00

Rebates good thru
12-31-83

#7614 1% HP*Router
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