Old man Collar leads Lakers

By Chris McCosky
ataft writer

ET WAS THE weckend of Nov. 11.

Lake Superior State College, a

little school nestled within the

borders of arctic Sault Ste. Mar-
le, traveled to Blg Raplds to battle
Ferrls State College In a Central Calle-
giate Hockoy Assoclation contest. .

Superior was 5-4 In the young season
and Ferris 3-8, with nelther team look-
ing lke seriovs contenders for the
CCHA ltle thls year.

The two-game weckend series was
not big news In the CCHA,

It was, however, blg news for the
captaln of the visiting team.

For In those two games, Kevia Col-
lar, a native of Farmington Hills, blew
away two years of injury and frustra-
tlon with sheer brililance.

In the first game agalnat Ferrls, Col-
lar notched hix first career hat trick
and togged on 2 palr of asslsts, even
though the Lakers lost a tough 7-6 decl-
sion, The next night Collar scored two
more goals, including the game-winner,
and added another assist in Superior's
B-5 win. .

His elght-point performance carned
him CCHA Player of the Week honora,
It also earned him some long-awaited
respect throughout the league.

IT°S BEEN A rough road for Collar,
He came to the Lakers after a success-
ful stint with the Paddock Pool Salnts
of the Great Lakes Junlor Hockey
League, In the 1979-80 season he
seored 32 goals and had 42 assists,
helping the Saints to the league cham-
plonship. The Salnts finished second In
the national junjor tournament that
season and Collar ted the team In scor-
Ing in the tourney.
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His performance during that towrney
impressed several college scouts. Upon
graduating from Farmiogton Harrison
in 1976, Collar had scholarship offers
from Michigan State, Univeralty of
Michigan-Dearborn, Unlversity of Con-
nectleut, and Lake Superior.

‘The small-school atmosphere, the
closs retationshlp between atudent and
professor and the solld business currie-
ulum of Lake Superior successfully
wooed Collar,

He was an instant succesa for the
Lakers. At 8-feet, 190 pounds, Collar
gave the Lakers some much-nceded
size and strength. And his booming
slap-shot added to an already-potent
offensiva attack,

HE TOTALED 41 points in hls fresh.
man year, 15 goals and 26 assists. .

That summer, Collar played on the
Great Lakes hockey team that won a
gold medal at the 1931 National Sports
Featival in Syracuse, N.Y.

That's when things started turning
sour on Collar.

A separated shoulder reduced Col-
lar's productivity measurably during
his sophomore year, He netted Just 13
goals and 18 assista,

“It was a real nagging thing,” Collar
said In a telephone interview from his
home In Sault Ste. Marde. *Suddenly, I
wasn't able to do the things I had al-
‘ways been able to do. I had to wear a
harness around my shoulder and I
couldn't ralse my arm. So I couldn't

wind up oo a alap shot.”

* Collar had the shoulder operated on.

The next seasen he separated his other

shoulder, And for the sccond year In

m Collar had to play with nagging in-
es,

COLLAR FINISHED (hird on the
team [n acoring with 13 goals and 1S
asslsts In his junlor year.

But it was a frustrating experience.
‘To many Laker fans and followers Col-
lar was o dissappointment. Many felt
he didn't flve up to the poteatial ke
flashed In bis rookie scason. Most, how-
ever, weren't fully aware of Collar’s
shoulder allmenta.

The only thing obvlous to the fans
was Superfor'a 45-62-4 record In those
threo seasons.

The team never lost coafideace in
Collar, Nor did coach Frank Anzalone,
who became head coach late last sea-
son, He choss Collar as one of hls cap-
talns this season,

*Kevin is a good leader,” bhe sald. "He
shows great maturity on and off the
ice, He's a team-oriented player, He al-
sways puta the team ahead of himself.”

AT 23, COLLAR must seem like an
old man to his 17- and 18-year-old
teammates. N

“I feel like I have to be a leader on
this team. Some of the guys are real
young. I'm =ix years older than some
the guys on the team,” Collar said,

It wouldn't be out of line to say Col-

lar {8 o father flgure to the team. Last
August Collar married hls bometown
sweetheart, and he and Maureen rent a
home In the Soo. They often Invite the
younger players, who live [n dormato-
rles, over to the house for some good
home-cooked meals,

“Being married has been no problem
at all,” Collar sald, *I like It better, It's
helped me relax. She's a nurse at a lo-
cal hospltal here, She sees all the home

games and gets to come with me on the |’

road trips — It's nice.”
‘This season a healthy, rejuvenated
Callar took to the ice for the Lakers,

*HE GOT OFF to & real fast start,”
Anzalone sald. “But he wasn't scoring
goels, He waa just off a Yttle, jlke a
step behind. But he was skating hard
and really working. Then bis linemates,
Al Butler and Nick Patumbo, got going
and I think that picked Kevin up.”

Everything clicked for Collar agalnst
Ferris State.

*That was great,” he sald. “It gave
me alot of confldence.”

Desplte a career slowed by Injury,
Collar has worked himself into the
Lakers’ record books. After the Ferris
State weekend, Collar bad 110 carcer
points, 20th on the Lakers’ all-time list.
His 78 points in CCHA play ls sixth
hest. His 38 career goals is third best in
the school’s hlstory and his 40 career
assists are scventh best.

As for hs future in kockey, Collar
says he'll walt and see, If he gets draft-
ed, elther by the NHL or Europe, he'll
glve it a try. If not, he might stay on at
Lake Superior as a graduate assistant.

But for the time belng, Collar has
Jjust one goal in mind.

“My goal Is to make the CCHA
playoffs.”

OLSM takes Northwood in OT

“We llke playlog good people,” sald
Orchard Lake St. Mery's college bas-
:&ellz‘all coach Tim Domke. “It's a lot of
un,

Sure. And “The Day After” was a
comedy.

Playing good teams -~ like the Great
Lakes Intercotleglate Athletic Confer-
ence (GLIAC) squads ~ is one thing.
But playing six of them in a 19-day
span Is golng & little averboard.

And playing all those games on the
road [s sheer lunacy.

But, as Domke put it, “It's a chal.
lenge for us. We know we're golng to

college sports

pick up some people in January, so it
helpus.” )

The people OLSM will pick up are
transfer students. They won't help
much now, but the Eagles did survive
the first test in the long road atring by
edging Northwood Institute, 92-91, in
overtime Tuesday.

IT WAS NO easy triumph for OLSM,
now 9-3 for the season. It took six
polnts in the {lnal 17 seconds of regula-
tion to knot the score, with Davld
James and George Winn each seoring a
ficld goal and a free throw. The Eagley'
pressure defense forced several turn-
overs down the stref

The overtime period belonged to

guard Tony Scottl, who scored all six of
OLSM’s polnts before Northwood got
on the beard. The Eagles then ran out
the clock, with Northwood closing the
gap in the final seconds.

For Scottl, his six overtime polnts
were all he scored in the contest. David
Howard netted 26, with Larry Brun-
driks adding 14 and 13 rebounds. James
flnished with 11 polnts and Greg Baker
2nd Joe Warrington had 10 aplece.

Brlan Vroman's 25 polnts topped
Naorthwood. Mlke Hardman had 23,

OLSM plays at Grand Valley Mon-
day, then at Wayne State Wednesday.

Pistons’ 65 Roses Club aids CFF

The Detroit Plsions are looking for a fow good

people — 65 of them, to be exact.

No, they aren’t bolding tryouts for their basket-
ball team. What they are doing s forming an exclu-
alve club of 85 boosters to beneflt the Cystic Fibro-

sis Foundation,

Membership in the club, known as the “65 Roses
Club,” won't come cheap. Initial fees are just $100,

club; four tickets each month to one of the Plstons’
games; admiltance for each member and three of
his {her) guests to get-togethers with Terry Tyler
foltowing the monthly games; a banquet after the
season; and a tax deductlon for all contributions.
Cystic (lbrosta Is a congenltal and eventually (a;
1 d o

‘The charity club’s name comes from, or 5o it's
sald, the time a Mlitle boy sutfering from the discase
misprounounced It as “85 roses.” .

For Information on the club, call 522-9616.
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FOR KIDS...
Buy Marklin -
Ideal for kids undar
8 years old.

QUALITY TRAINS

We Doll Rospetal -
I & oy Satidicr Skop| " A AL

BERKLEY » 5430520
3895 W. 12 Ml (E. of Growntient)
M-8 10-5; Frl. 10-8

"DONALD E. McNABB CO>}
| 22150 W. 8 Mile (W. of Lahser) < 357:2626 ~ G
HOURS: Mon.-Thurs, 9-5,Frl. 9-9; Sal. 9-7 .. AR W§

AUTO SHOW

and

FALL REMNANT
SALE
s e v e

carpoting now available in
a wide variety of colors and |

stylos,
$400 398
tl) . 89. YD.
Come In Now For Best Selection

3

but members will chip In $20 more for each game

the Platons win. Fifty wins equals $1,000. After 50

wins, cach victory will cost $1.

Membership 10 the club includes an {nvitation to
a reception hosted by Terry Tyler, a member of the
Plstans who will serve as honorary chairman of the
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TUES., DEC. 13 - 7:30 p.m.
o uiu gl ine ey egu e DETROIT vs LOS ANGELES

SAT., DEC. 17 - 7:30 p.m.
DETROIT vs PHILADELPKIA

ATARI 400
$37°5

AFTER REBATE!
Includes Free Class
or *17.95 {net)
in Starter Package

e Dot Faspeal
& oy Seldicr Shep
THE FAMILY
COMPUTRR CENTER

BIRMINGRAM « 843-3308
206 W. Maple ai Bates
M-8 10-5/TH & ERE10-0

PRE - SEASON
SNO - THRO
SALE

= USED MOWERS

SINCE 1948

BepKLEY - sa3-0520 - TRACTORS 2 Blks. S. of 13 Mile « 549-2440
(€. ol Qreenfeid) " 5NO-THROS- Mon.-Frl. 9-6 PM/Saturday 9-4
M-8 10-8/FRI 103 [RE . L L R O P 9
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PRICED FROM %489.95
* ELECTRIC START SALE *
ON ALL MODELS
+Eight Models: 2.7 to 11 hp.
« 1yr. Warranty - PARTS & LABOR
«FREE DELIVERY
«FAEE ASSEMBLY & PREP

»Complete PARTS
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES

3116 N. Woodward - Royal Oak

»Use our FREE
LAYAWAY

DEPARTMENT

Don't miss out on these fantastic prices

dining room. We've got carpet or viny
But hurry...sale ends December 10, 1983.

All First Quality ¢

LIVONIA
15986 MICDLEBELT {Between 5 and
Qpen Monday through Friday 9
Saturday 9am - 6 pm

Phone: 522-5300

All Newest Colars
on all our in.stock roll-ends, remnants and special putchase carpet and viayl, Winle
you're saving money, yan're impraving vour home's value...and making it more comfortable tor you and vour family
got carpet in colors and texwures that stand up in family rooms, took dressedeup in the livi
| for every raom in the house all at big savings. And, we'll install it before the halidass.

6 Mile) LIVONIA
am-9pm

SINCE 1925

P OUTH
42291 Ann Arbor Rd., (at Lilley) PLYMOUTH
Open Monday - Saturday 10 am - § pm
Monday, Thursday & Friday til & pm
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