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Audits succeed in saving energy

First of two articles.

By Penny Wright
peclal writer

“If I couldn't save a homeowner $100
to 3150 a year off his utillty bills, I
wouldn't be dolng the audit," zaid Ron
‘Wrublewsk.

Wrublowskl of Livonla Is a trained
en:rgy auditer zmployed by Brothers
rgy Resources of Dearborn to do

ruldcnunl energy audlting oo a sub-
contract basls for Detroil Edison and
Michlgan Consolidated Gas Co.

Based on estimates oompllad by the
Michigan Energy Administration, the
utllity cost savings Wrublewski men-
tions for audited households are posy!-
bie. Statewlde, bowever, most savings
are in the $45-355 ball,

The audlt process ks conducted under
a [cderally mandated plan called the
Restdentla}l Conservation Service (RCS)
program. Its aim: to promote energy
cost reductions for customers using
natural gas and electricity.

THE PROGRAM works like thls:

For a fee of $10 {{ree to quallfying
low-Income households), an energy au-
ditor will come Into a home and con-
duct a walk-through survey of the Inte-
rior bullding envelop. Looks at the fur-
nace, hot water tank and plumbluog sys-
tems are Included.

Based on the findingy, the anditor
wlll recommend energy-saving lm-
provements. Theso are ranked with the
ald of an oo-alte computer analyals ac-
cording to costs and projected sa:

Customers are also glven an expla-
pation of {lnancial assistance avallable
through the utllity and a list of local
cobtractors who can do the work.

mommm&uvmuhm

pleted audlits, with a laul of pearly
400, ooomvmu ‘The energy cost savings

paring {uel consumption of au-
dited and non-audited houscholds over
the samo time period, figures show
both groups bave reduced energy us-
age, yet the audited group of house-
holds bas saved more.

In 1981-2, the first year of the pro-
gram, the study shows a difference of
3.5-percent savings between the moni-
tored groups. A year later, the differ-

resent a savings of $18 miltlon per year
for mtﬁlnfz of participating utilities,
o0 .

That amounts to $48 per audit.

CASH OUTLAYS for this savings ef-
fort are another matter,

The $10 charge for a home energy
audit does nnt refloct the true cost of
cach visit, When administration and

advertising costs ave Included, the tab
I about $130 per vhit. To date, lhe ex-
penditures for the eatire audit program
are running just over §$20 million per
year.

The costs o! the RCS effort m pald
from a rm  surcharge
?:umd ‘:Iun‘u o{m guu und.;g:ctddty or

pa utilitles, * program
will pay for Itself in lexs than three
years -~ probably quicker If present
prices are any indicatlon of rate
trends,” Whalon sald.

Could the RCS program be more ef-
fecttve and bring higher energy cost re-
ductions? The socond part of this series
will explore some homeo energy audit
options that promise greater savings
for bomgowners.

<&

ence in savings bad to 4 per-
cent. .

“THE EVALUATION resulta
surprised many people,” sald Reg
W‘lmlon, ataff engineer for the state

o
th.lt ovmﬂ the Ri rogram.
0 see uzo duleteuce in

t.ha nw of savings increase.
Whalon credits the nving! to the cd-
ucationa) aspects of the audit, partlcu-
larly the computer-derived payback

“People learn the most cost-effec-
tive measures they can do to reduce en-
ergy consumption. In the process, they |
become amarter investors,” he sald.
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‘The 397,000 audits
tween June 1981 and August 1983 rep-
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Three more reasons.
to visit Frankenmuth,

You're probably already going to Frankenmuth for the
holidays. To shop. Enjoy the traditional Bavarian atmosphere.
And to see the colorful decorations.

‘While you're there, be sure to use the coupons below at
the Wamer Wein Keller in School Haus Square,

You'll save on new Waterworks Station Vidal Blanc, |
Seyval Blanc or Premicr Blanc, a superb line of premium
white table wines, .

. Waterworks Stationt is available only at the Warner Weln
Keller. Great for holiday gift giving, by the bottle or in our
clegant hardwood gift boxes.

Save the coupons below. And save on
the wines you just can’t
get anyplace else.

ice of any two bottles of Waterworks
s. Redeem this coupon only at the
245 S, Main, Frankenmuth, Mich.

Explms January 31, 1984,

J

ﬁ———-——-———‘

This is your chance to buy the

finest quality teakwood & lac-
quer Orental furniture st the

Save $2 off regular n ice of any three boltles of Waterworks

Substantfal Savings
on all Open Stock!

The party season is here and this handsome
oak parquet 40" dia. pedestal table with

four cane and tobacco vinyl upholstered
§ chairs on casters will come to the aid of all
{ your parties! Table adjusts from cocktail to
j dinette height. A helptul credit plan makes
it yours without a worry; and you're most
welcome to use our Design service at no

additional charge.

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
VISIT OUR ENCHANTING CHINA AND GIFT SHOP

4 Game Sets avatatie ot mmediate oviirery

MasterCard, Visa, Wiggs chnvgﬁ

$999 5 pos.
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% blocks S. off 12 Mile, botwoon Groonfisld

lowest prices aver.

screons,
desks, bars, coffes tables, end
tables and much more!

Friday, Saturday, Sunday - Dec. 9th, 10th, 11th
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

3277 Grlftfith, Berklay

- 398-5704

u'll also find decoralive |ade
handcarved rolltop

& Coolidge, 1block W, of Berkioy Yhentro

]

Lightweight 100%

Biack, Grey, Wine,
Elue, Novy, Camel,
Hunter Green,

Off White
Reg. $55

ering Wool:

Station premium s, Redeem this coupon only at the
Wamer Wein Keller, 245 8. Main, Frankenmuth, Mich,
Expires January 31, 1984,

ﬁ---—_—————f
- ——

$2.50 OFF "§

Keller |

I Save $2.50 off regular price of a Waterworks Station hardwood

gift box containing two bottles of Waterworks Station premium
wines, Redecm this coupon only at the Warmner Wein Keller,
2458, Main, Frankenmuth, Mich. Expires January 31, 1984,

ﬁ———————---'
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