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Neighbors
siew over
expansion

By Tom Baor
staff writer

talned because Blumberg could not be
desplte repeated calls to Oak

Dorls Lenz had her reasons for
choesing Pickett Street In the clty of
Farmingten back in 1962 when she apd
a friend decided to bulld a bouse In the
suburbs.

“We built in Farmlington because we
felt it had one of the most stringent
building codes In the area,” sald Lenz,
a retired school teacher who's been re-
slding In the neat brick house on the
block-long street for the past 22 years,

“We bought a treed lot sufficlently

removed from Grand Rlver so we

wouldn't be bothered by It. And, of
course, in 1962 Grand River wasn't the
thoroughfare [t is now. It was a way to
get through Farmington, and there
wasn't much to get through Farming-
ton to."

But these days Lcnz is doubtlng the
wisdom that led her to Plckett Strect
on the northern edge of Farrulngton so
many years ago.

She and several of her ndghban are

Home.The expansion, If allowed by the
city planning 1l spoil

Hill and his practice on Orchard Lake

Road.

Oak Hill was expanded in 1972 to [n-
clude a second story desplte objectlons
by residents.

Back on Nov. 28, several resldents
made thelr feelings about Oak Hill's
latest expansion plans knowm at o
meeting of the Farmington Planning
Commission, which is the final authori-
ty for the proposal.

Plckett resident Walno Anderson,
whose red brick house backs up o the
nursing home, said he left the meetlng
“knowlng it was gotng to pass."

Anderson, who has lived on Plckett
alnce 1968, sald he learned at the meet-
ing that the trafilc into Oak HIll would
go onesway on Pickett and exit onto

“This would put all the truck and
ambulance tralfic on our street,” he
sald. “We have a hard-enough time get-
ting out of here as It is, We can never
make a left turn on Grand River, We're
Iucky if we can make a right turn. It's a
bad altuation.”

Anderson and his peighbors also are
d abeut thelr property values,

their pleasant suburban uu.lng wlith in-
ereased noise, traffic and pollution the
realdents belleve.

Oak Hill, on the south side of Grand
Rlver between Plckett and Gill Road,
was founded in 1966 and Ls stlll owned
today by Dr. Edwin C. Blumberg, a
prominent local physiclen who owns
severnl Detroit-arca nursing homes.

FARMINGTON OFFICIALS say
that Blumberg wants to buy six ncathy
lots for an addltlon to the nursing home
and a parklng lot at the southeast cor-
ner of Grand River and Pickett.

Additlonal bout the

which they say will drop if the expan-
slon is approved.

“Some of us have had appraslals,”
Anderson said. “I'll probably lose any-
where from 15 to 20 percent.”

A DECISION on the expansion had
been expected at the plannlng cor
sion's Jan. § meeting, but Farmington

-City Manager Robert Deadman safd

the decislon would be delayed because
it meeds more study.

"It looks like It might carry over to
the following month,” Deadman sald,
addlng that traffic and aceident studles

a
proposed expansion could not be ob-
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Cities ponder communication fate after breakup

By Joanne Mallsxawaki
stalf writer ~

Although_the official break-up of
American Telephone and Telegraph is

leas than a week away, both telephone
and local government oftlclals are un-
able to pin-down its specific effect on
city coffers.

“How does divestiture’ tsell raise

- ]
RANDY DORST7sian

rates? The answer is, generally it
won't,” sald Dan Spickler, a Michlgan
Bell spokesman. “There Isn't a baslc in-
erease.”

But Spickler also Indicated that cus-
tomers such as the elties Farmington
and Farmington Hills could sce a slight
Increase in the monthly service rate
but per message charges could de-
crease,

On Jan, 1, AT&T officlally will relin-
quish its monopely of the local call
market as part of an out-of-court sct-
tlement with the federal gov

chosen or whether to buy or lease teles
phones,

‘That lack of urgency as the change
occurs i reflected in Farmington and
Farmington Hills.

“WE REALLY have not donc an
analysts,”, sald Farmlngton Clty Mana-
ger Robert Deadman, who says the
clty’s phone bllls are now about
$25,000.

But about §5,000 of that total bill is
payment on a lcase-purchasc agree-
ment with Michigan Bcll for the city's

Under the scttlement, local divislons of
Michigan Bell will become a part of
Ameritech. While Michigan Bell wiil
still provide local call service, long-dis-
tance service wlll be provided by ven-
dors of the customer's choice, such as
AT&T, Sprint, MCI or Lexitel.

Even though the planned break-up s
fast approaching, complete with an ar-
ray of rumors about its effect on resl-
dential and commerelal telephone ser-
vice and rates, both Spickler and Anna

Dorothy Savage operales the main switchboard at Farmington
Hills City Hall.

Gabriel, a spx for AT&T, say
there (8 no urgency in dete '3
which long-distance service should be

“We do bave a contract with Michl-
gan Bell now that we purchase some
equipment over a perlod of years,” he
aaid. “In the end we will become the
owners of the phone system.”

Farmington Hllls, on the other hand,
lcases fts sophlaticated *dimenslon™
system, which offcrs conference calls
and a computerized switchboard. .

“We have not had any In-depth dls-
cussions,” said Wllliam Costick, assist-
ant clty manager, though adding city
offictals “have heen talking for some
Ume about exploring the best system.”

Hills has

$82,000 for this year's total phone blll,
In 108182, clty officlals paid approxi-
mately $74,000 for telephone service,
which also includes alarm

happen,” Spickler said, pointing to sev-
eral pendlng actions {from the Michlgan
Pub]lc Serviee Commls:lon. Federal
and the

on the clty's utility lift stations, as well
as pollce dlspateh equipment.

Beth city’s officlals say they have
not been notified what eficet the Jan. 1
break-up will have on thelr telephone
service and rates. But Deadman said he
has "heard of increases from 25 per-
cent all the way up to 100 percent.”’

en asked to confirm rumors of in-
creases or to specify what charges arc
likely to be, both Splckler and Gabriel
sald 1t Is almost impossible to do so at

thls point.
“It is very Ufy at this point what will

U.S. Congress.

THE FIRST FACTOR affecting fu-
ture phone rates is an 11.8 percent sur-
charge on bllls that “remains in effect
until the Michigan Publlc Service Com-
mission lssues a {lnal rate order™ on a
$182 mllllon rate increase, Spickler
said. When the MPSC lssues lts rate’or-
der, expected sometlme in carly 1984,
customers no longer will have to pay
the surcharges ~ a percentage which

Pionse turn to Page 4

Council to be sworn in

Joan Dudley and Joe Alkatech,
Farmington Hills City Councll mem-
bers-elect, are scheduled to be be
sworn into office during a speclal
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Jan, 3,

Follawing the swearing-in, the coun-
cll witl reorganize itself with the clee-
tion of mayor and mayor pro tem. A
majorlty vote of the council is required
for the electlon of both officers.

Kelley bears down on air service

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
stafl writer

I you are onc of approximately
2,500 Detroit-area holiday travelers
who purchased tickets on Alr America
~= tho plancless, Dearborn-based air-
line ~ you silll may get off the ground.

America Inc. and Travelers
Cholce, a Farmington Hllls subsldlary
of Elliott Travel Service, reached an
agreement with  Attorney ~ General
Frank Kelley assuring that Alr Ameri-

. threatened action by the altorsey gen-

eral's offlce against Atr America and
Traveler’s Cholce because the alrline
“docs not have the authority from the
Civll Aemnauuu Board and the Feder-
alA {FAA) to

full certiflcation within the next three
weeks, He aald he has lest a quarter-
mililon dollars beause of the delay.

Meanwhile, Christy aasurcd that pas-
sengers will bc provlﬂcd alternate

aperate as an alrline and is unllkely to
receive nppmv.l in time for Its first
scheduled flights during the hollday
season.

“The process could take aa long as 60
days," Kelley sald, indicatlng Alr
Ametica does nat have any planes, a

o

days they were
scheduled to lly Alr Amcncu

According to the agreement, to be
filed in Ingham County Cireult Court,
Alr America and Traveler’s Cholee
will:

® Furnish RKelley with a list of l.lck—

® Modlly advertising to let custom-
ers know that “all passengers’ {unds
whil be ptaced In an escrow account un-
il your transportation ls guaranteed.”

® Advise Kelley weekly of the veri-
fication of substitute or alternato air
carriera untll Alr Ameriea 8 certitled.

® Provide customers with a full re-
fund without penalty If alternate trans-
portation Is not guanteened by flve
days before a scheduled flight.

A spokcswoman for the attorney gen-
eral consumer protectlon offlce said

ca's will be pro-
tected and memla trnnspurhuan

are not receiv-

wlll bo g
requlm Alr America la moduy Iu ud-
vertising.

The agreement is the result of

" “The FAA mult review the complet-
ed test aireraft crews and
inspect the alrcralt.”

Alr America owner Perry Christy
sald Thursday be expects to recelve

et for flights
lween Dec. 23 and Jan. 3.
lace all

ing the refunds,
I the Is violated, Kelley

in
an umw account 6r provide a bond
adequate to protect the ticket pur-
chasers,

is authorized to enforee the terms In
court and ask for a $25,000
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“WILL. RECOMMEND
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L. White was ploasod with re-
sulls of the MERCHANDISE Ob-
sorvor & Eceenlric classified nd
placed to soll a snow thrower. 2
dozon calis tha 1st dayl Ro-
sponse was phenominal, unbo-
llovablel™
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