Weekend of May 30-31, 1970

Observer Newspapers

2 Leaders Assess Year

Vicariate System Working |

“There have been growing
but the possibilities are

That's the assessment of the
Rev. James P. O'Hagan, vicar
of the Farmington-Southfield
Cathelics. after a vear in off-
ice

I think that it can and will
work if everybody works to-
gether "

That's the reaction of the
Rev. David Britz. vicar of
members of the parishes and
religious inslitutions 1n Red-
ford Township. Livonia. Plym:
outh and Northville

A TOTAL of 25 vicariates
was established in April 1969 in
an organizational change by
the Catholic Archdiocese of
Detroit. Both men were the
first elected vicars n the
areas and were named by dele-
wates of the laity, religious and
cleray

Elections for new vicars will
be held at the end of Mav, Fr.
O'Hagan is not seeking reelec-

tion. while Fr. Britz 1s
When the vicanates were
set up. the central chancery

office of the archdiocese was

abotished. The vicars serve as
the personal representatives of
John Cardinal Dearden, spirit-
uat leader of the metropolitan
area Catholics.

WHAT'S THE vicars’ ver-
dict on the new organizational
structure after a year of oper-
ation?

Both vicars are pleased with

the system, but both say that
improvements can still be
made.
“The biggest tangible accom-
plishment in both vicariates is
the establishment of parish
councils of laymen.

Both priests say that the
councils have been elected and
are now in operation in each
one of the 11 parishes in the
Farmington-Southfield  vicar-
iate and the 14 parishes in
Livonia, Plymouth, Redford
Township and Northville.

THE PARISH COUNCILS
send one delegate to the vicar-
iate council. and each pastor
and a representative of the re-
ligious communities and insti-
tutions are also members of
the vicariate governing body.

FR. DAVID BRITZ

Fr. O'Hagan says that with

there is now a direct line 10
the cardinal from the people
“Cnti) all the councils were
twe
were handicapped because we

installed.” he explained.

FR. JAMES P. O'HAGAN

might get an indication of the
wishes of the people, but we
didn't have adirect line o
them.”

This vicar is not seeking
reelection because he says
that he was not nominated
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Fr. Britz proposes that the
vicar become a full-time job
rather than the priest serving
both as vicar and in a parish.
He says that if reelected he
will actually spend time living
in each parish in order to meel
and alk with the people to find
out their mshes

IN ADDITION TO the parish
councils. each vicariate has
instructions to work with the
parish worship, Christian for-
mation and Christian service
committees.

In Farmington and South-
field. Fr. 0'Hagan reports a
‘great deal of sharing” be-
tween the different parishes
and pastors.

“We have given heavy
stress to the church’s role in
social issues through the vicar-
iate social service commit-
tee,” Fr. 0’Hagan says.
Delegates to this committee
have met with representatives
of the Nationa' Nelfare Organ-
ization and 1" ¢ Northwest In-
ter-Faith Ceater. They have
also discussed the possibility
of participating in a draft
counseling center in the area.

There has been an enrich-
ment of the parish religious
education programs in this
vicariate.” Fr. O'Hagan con-
tinued. “That's because (here
has been a sharing back and
forth between the coordinators
and section heads and ideas
and information have been
exchanged.

~Of course, there are some
problems.” Fr. O'Hagan ad-
mitted. *The insularity be-
tween the parishes is not all
broken down, and it will take
time to think about the needs
of the entire area before those
of one particular parish.”

FR. BRITZ admits that mis;
takes have been made in the
organization of the other vi-
cariate. “I've made them.” he
says, ““but mistakes aren't bad
if you learn from them. and I
think that I have.”

He says the mistakes have
been ““basically communica-
tion.”

Fr. Britz savs that the vi-
cariate has held regular meet-
ings for the parish religious
education coordinators. and
the result has been “a sharing
of program ideas. visual aids
and experiences.”

**We conducted a series on
the mass changes for the par-
ish worship comimitters,” he
said, "‘and an example of this
sharing can be seen in what
happened at Qur Lady of Good
Counsel in Plymouth.

“*The worship committee
obtained the use of four film
strips on the new liturgy, and
they were shown in place of
the homily at all the masses on
four successive Sundays. If
there hadn't been the vicariate
program. it is very possible
that the parish worship com-
mittee wouldn't have known
about these films."™

Members of the worship
commitiees have scheduled a
meeting with the Rev. Patrick
Cooney. director of liturgy for
the Archdiocese. This is made
possible through the vicariate
structure.

“THE MOST DIFFICULT
commitiee o get going is the
Christian  service one.” Fr.
Britz said. ~“That's because 1t
is so diversified and can in-
clude almost anything. Howes-
er. we are making progress on
this.”

Fr. Britz says that the
communication in the vicar-
iate has definitely improved
Now there is **more feeling for
what is going on. The people
are involved and they are talk-
ing about the work of the vi-
cariate,” he says.

“People are now beginning
to question the priorities of the
church and the individual par-
ishes, and this is good,”” Fr.
Britz added.

Fr. Britz quoted Theologian
Louis Evely to explain what is
necessary in order for the vi-
cariate system to function
properly.

‘Al of the reforms will
have 1o be carried out in an
atmosphere of great love. for
if no current of extraordinary
charity goes through time.
they will result only in cruel
disappointments, divisions and
rancor within the church.”

Temple Sets
Talk By Urban
League Head

Guest speaker at the regular
Ko! Ami service at 8:30 p.m.,
Friday, June 5, will be William
Howard Clark, director of the
Pontiac Area Urban League.
His topic will be “Straight
From the Heart.”

Kol Ami services are held in
Birmingham Unitarian Church,
Lone Pine and Woodward.

{“Ecumenical Reflections”

il §

is o column in which Obsery-

erland clergymen and loy leaders ore invited to present
their ideas on church and religious topics of general interest.
Anyone interested is invited fo porticipate. Contributions
should be one to two pages of double-spaced typing and
may be moiled 1o the Church Editor, Observer Newspapers,

271 §. Main, Plymouth 48170.)

By DR. BARTLETT L. HESS
Ward United Pres! rian
Church of Livonia

The lines of comnwnication
appear o have fallen into dis-
repair in our beloved country
Thousands of students on our
campuses have been demen-
strating and some  breaking
windows. destroving ROTC
buildings. and. tragically. four
Kent State vouth are dead in
confrontalion with the National
Guard.

They are trying to say
something. Because they think
no one is listening they disrupt
college and university fife and
even use violence to suy it

Secretary Walter Hickel.
one of the surprises of Presi-
dent Nixon's cabinet, felt it
to write a letter 1o

esident ta inform him of
lack of communication with
the Nation's vouth instead of
talking to his superior person-
ally

talking and not communicat-
ing. one may wurn the other
off. or both stop talking. The
speaker may conlinue to raise
his voice in order to get atten:
tion until he is shouting

Or he may grab the other
person by the shoulders. sit
him down. and say. ~Now. you
have to listen 1o me.

Nat that this promotes
communication. When people
are not conveying meaning to
one another they may become
so irritated that they attack
each other. Or they may fall
silent and say as little as possi-
ble

MANY TIMES people live in
the same house and never
convey meaning to une an-
other. One may say. T am not
close to my father. We seldnn
share ideas. We do not relalc
to ane another. [ do not know
what is going on inside him
and he'does not know what 1'm
thinking, nor does he care.

It may be mother or
brother or sister or hushand or
wife.

One may talk a lat, a linle
or say practically nothing i
minds and hearts do not meet

We may well ask oursclves
in such relationships. * What 1~
he saving? Why ix he saviog
it? What does he really mean--
what he is saving or something
else, perhaps opposite™” Of
course it always helps o
really love the person. then we
want to understand with all our
hearts and really try 1o isten

ANOTHER BARRIER
communication lies 10 our pre
conceived ideas of the person
and his relationstap to s We
have him pigeonboled. We
know what he means belure he
opens his mouth-or do we
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O course i taifs @ matare
person 10 have rigure rela-
tionships and one~fho s not
hiding behind alt jorts of de-
fenses which say {0 another
person, “Tey and fisd me.’

The essence of persanhood
invalves relationship-deep
fruntul, open interchange, giv-
ing and taking and this cati
ex us o run the sk of belng
hurt The mote wi open iour-
wlves W nthers the deeper
they can hurt us. hut the more
rewarding life becomes

R really find our-
selves ons until we find
God. o rather. God finds us
It the patable of the Prodigal
Sanour Lord geaes us those
wandertul words from the pig
pe hen he came o hime
selt |
We neser come tu our real
selves untit and voless we real-
1ze our need of God revealed in
Jesus Christ, confess our sins,
and receive the Savior.
Then we fear

been trving o cammunicdle
tmseit toous alb the e
extabliah o celationship of
traittut feliowsh he calls
can open

wrselves o relite 1 people of
all finds and o all levels bes
canse the dove ol God 1s shed
abroad i wr et and we
w ke peple for them-
4 s children of the

feavenly Father

Where canimunteations
break down Wi are missing
the presence of God at work

When e 15 weleamed and ot
ared and obeved. peaple open
towne anuther s i hove to

Religion U

Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

date

What can a clergyman do
when he becomes the target
for seduction. by a designing
female or by a neurntic wha
confuses religious devation
with her sex drive”

The problem is perennial
and the mere suspicion. or
baseless accusation. that a
minister has vielded o such
templation has been the ruina-
tion of an untold number of
ministries.

As in any profession. the
ministry has its percentage of
lechers. But this percentage
may reasonably be regarded
as very low. Theolagical stu-
dents so inclined are usually
weeded out of the seminaries.
and once ordained. clergymen
find that their behavior 1s the
focal point of public scrutiny.

SET AGAINST these inhibit-
ing factors are the temptations
and opportunities that beset a
clergyman’s path. As in the
sc of the physician. private
counseling has been known to
lead to sexual misbehavior. So
have morning and ofternoon
pastoral visits 1o parishioners
humes.

Sometimes clergy yield out
of a deep sense of compassion:
Take, for instance, the case of
a young and beautiful woman,
widowed for a few months,
who tells her pastor that she is
going out of her mind with
sexual desire. She is desper-
ately trying to avoid a re-
bound marriage and trying to

hold off the wolf pack which
almost invariably clusters
around young widows or divor-
cees.

Even with the most merciful
motivex tnot (o menton his
own sex drive. the clergyman
who so vields invariably de-
stroys any valid relationship
as a counselor with the
woman

le is usually and immeds-
ately changed from couiselor
1o stud service, since one such
sexual encounter almost invar-
iably stimulates a strong de-
sire for another. And should he
¢ (o limit or abandon this
rale. he is likely to find that
Hell hath no fury like a woman
scorned or deprived

WHILE THE MINISTERIAL
office. if properly conducted.
deters most seductresses. par-
ticularly if the clergyman is
happily married. there is a
certain type of woman who,
fascinated by the ulumate in
the illicit. likes nothing better
than the sexual conquest of a
hoty man

This type is often hard-
boiled enough to assure the
unfortunate clerical target that
unless he comes across she
will rip her blouse and run
screaming from his office.
Such a performance, no matter
how innocent the victim. could
prove ruinous to his reputation
and his career.

One ctergeman. whn has
counsefed @ preat many won.
en. mantains d conce
buzzer underncath hits des

drawer Whenever temale visi-
tors become emational, partic:
alarle 3 they show signs o
preparing tn me his
arms, be pustos lari

which results i the immediate
«and decidediy tire-guenching -
entrance of an elderty female
secretars

OTHER CLERGY have
found that even the most acute
sexuat problems ot their te-
male parishioners with them-
selves as the preferred solu-
ot can be salved with amaz
wng rapidity by Justane refer

!

“My wife shares in my min-
istry. T really believe that you
should take this problem 1o
her, as she is very understand-
ing.

No such solution s availa-
ble. however. to celibate cler:
2. Avhose anly hope appears
to be a kind but hrm and
immediate detachment. the
minute that counsehng and
contessin becomes contused
with personal amour

A CLERGYMAN who has
demonstrated selt-cantrol m
this regard. and wha s bemg
tramed by either an adventu-
ress o @ newrotte, will most
wsually find o fierce loyalty
from his parishioners, as well
as understanduy and protec-
tion from both the courts and
e press
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