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%3 F SO many years
¢ had not already
swept over his/head
~sorrow, great
worrles  &nd | time
whitening his| batr
—one would {have
declared ' himy too
B good to live.| Hls
* klndly deeds had made his Kindly
face. His every act, thought or|deed,
was for someone else. Yet, “thl§ man
of God" sat with his head on his
deep in thought. "In these las|
inoments be had lived over ten
or more; had seen twelve littlg
grow to womanhood.
. Mr, Baster had taken a clags)
ithe beginoers’ depurtment. Ever;
‘day these twelve little girls: ha
n delight es they sat llsténing
eager, attentive ‘faces to the w
tully fnteresting things they:
All too soon came graduation
grammar school. The lessons
igo a little deeper for the high
istudents, The teacher was full]
!to. the task. Finally college td
«toll, untll only three of his fig
_'malned, and those few left in t
ito start thelr college career:
i Mrs, Baxter came [n, inters
this reverle. “Ellen” he began,
{otten think I hed such joy in tenching
those girls; I wonder 1f I dld right in
‘keeplng them under one- téacher ‘8o
long. T suggested that I turn -them
over to some woman to tedch; I
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fhisper, “Now, don't let
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into his hand:—“here i3
neak upstalrs with you,
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drning, rattitng, smelling
he box; he took it up-
pped Into a chair. This
ime any of his girls had
m on Chrlstmas, beyond
h all these years. He
ade it a polnt to tend
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appreclated 1t This:
Ime, but, he hastened to
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I was born at Hethle-
ithat he migkt.dle at
ry. This.!s the mes-
meaning of Christmas,
pupposed- and Plato
and ‘the world's

I hope ‘théy haven't ‘been;
too strongly by me” -7
“B. B, you are In o bad fi
mind tonight” Interposed -Mr)
{ tér, sitting down on the urm
| chalr, patting his head.” "Do]
know that most people.are t
tonight getting ready for the
mas festlvitles to be moonln
| past history? - You know we-
get the box ready—"
“Qh, yes,” broke ln "B, B
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writer not -long =

ago ‘made J'the 7=

N
statement '1hat /
v the real C]nrg.;'(-
mas splrit was og e
censed us old AMitrteys
ghost—dend as the’pro-
verblal doorhall-—of dead-

tie sald In substanyy; “we
modern men and 1. men;
even our childreéi:have
become too sophls:icated
to belteve in lts miik and
water myths—" ii

A man who wijl deiiberately and
it malice aforetilonght sit-doiwn be-
fore his wheezy Gld typing miachine
and whack out milidewed sentiments
of that kind, withdut a singte qualify--
Ing phrase. attached, Is either A born
moron or a shameless glutton. iEither
he came Into theworld with liglit men-
tal luggage or else he wrote that ar-
ficle the dny after the Christmas feast

pestling close to ‘a SUGATY pyramid of
cranberrles, fragrant giblet grayy and
blscults—southern style—done to &
golden turn; a feast ln \(\ych a)steam-
ing," raisin-studded end” spice-spiked
Nar role:

This Is g day of “movements.” Sup-

pose we go out and run; fo earth evers
sour, dyspeptic, “dlsiilustoned, (kill-joy
old Scrooge in the land, tle ropes of
popeorn, scarlet ribbons end tinsel se-
curely around each scrawny old meck
and hang them high as Haman on the
biggest, brightest, Christmas tree that
~ver made hap)
boys and glrls.; (And serve -them
And welll let them sereech,

right.)
“Humbug! Humbug! as loudly os
they choose—once they are sefely

strung .up.
This would be & sad world, indeed;

swere 1t not for the other kind of folk. i
. Thanks be to the gods that have kept |:

allve the beautiful, child-liKe, generous
'spirit of them—those wontlerful ores,
ever young, ever remembering, though

'thelr, heads be as sliver, who belleve |\
In Christmas; who believe -in Santa (-

Claus, In lttle Igughing children; in
frlendship’s vows renewed; who be-
leve in making the eyes of the best
beloved to rshine ilke "the Christmas
stars themselves.

And bere are three lusty cheers for'|
the men and women who stund boldiy
torth and stoutly maintaln that “Ole
Chiris'mus” has changed not one Jot or
tittle throughont the ages—that it will
pever change ns long as clifldhood lasts
in the world, as long n4 family ties
hind and friendship's faith remains.
Bless thelr loving hearts! May their
Christmas wish come true, be they.
rich or poor, of high or low degree,
and o whatever placg they bless with
thelr sweet presence.

Christmas was surely meant to be a!
season of Joy and laughter, ay well as’
one In which we glorifs the birth of

| our.

. There are a nhmber of
presetit-day- customs thut afe ple-
torésque and: Interesting because of
thelr great antiquity. |
“:hen we tramp fnto the winter
woads and.brisg home londs of scar-
let-erried holly ang mistletoe ‘we are
merely followlng In thé fooisteps of
our! pagan  ancestors, - Whed we
wrenthe our doorstils and windows with’
the! beautifyl, waxy ‘white clusters of
‘mistletoe, when'we ornament the man-
tle phove the bright fire with lts. dark-
gregn clusters we are but unconselous-
Iy repenting the pagan custom 10:_ old
when'the Druids. the nnclent priests,
performed thelr mystlcal rites upon

<y ,| thelr forest aitars,

L

7The cutting and burrlng of ‘thie Yule
togiis: today, as important 4s'a feLture
of ithe Christmas celebrations jof the
nuner homes at "Merrle Englnpd" 0s
1t iwag before: the World ‘knew the
meantig of a true Christlan " bbserv-
:inée of the seaspn. -The cheéry| heart-
enlng. salutation “Merry. Clms;mn': "
originated in England., This greeting

.| bas never been.known to fail in bring-

ing a smite to-even the most woe-be-
gope countenance,

iAnd an English Christmas is, [ndeed,
n iwonderful thing to experience. Even
the very tales of the Englishman’s
Yilletide make’ our hearts beat faster
and_our imaginations run viot. The
has not yet arrived when Dick-
ens' “Christmas Carol” with 1ts descrip-
tions ‘of the Christmas market stalls
with, their long rows of hanging geese
.decorated with bunches of sage and
onlons, of tarts, puddings and sweet-
meats will lose its dellclous eharm and
mouth-watering powers.

| And who can write ubout Christmas
wyithout thinkltig of the humble, though
'r;one the less delectable dinner prestd-

the hearts -of tiny-| A3
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g by Walts Who Went From
House to House.

Carols Suni

ed over by proud Bob Cratehet—and
Tiny Tin seated nt the board with his
trall, small fngers cirsping his spoon
aod repentlag hooest Bob's blessing as
he gazed upon his adoring family—
“God bless us, every one!" Poor little
Tim with his crutch aeross his knee!

Some nuthoritles state thut the
Christmas tree as we know It originat-
ed In Scandinavla, Others claim that.
the Germans first made use of it. Cer-
taln It 1s that we, In our own land, did
not have our brightly decorated trees
untll after the German immigrant ar
rived. -

Christmas carols are sung loymany

Jlands; f England, in France where

they are called “noels,” In Wales, Ire-

A1 lana and Italy and In many other

Brought in Loads of Scarlet.Berrled
. Holly and Mistletoe.! R

the blessed Savior. ‘Bhmoughout the
venturies u spirit of revelry hag warked

the. tide of Yule. The observance of
an apnual season of merrymaking’
dates back even farther than the gd:
vent of Christianlty. It i3 $ald that
long ere the. birth of the iBabe of
Bethlehem the anclent pngans celed
brated n yearly feast pear the winter
solstice. Romans called this the Satur:
potie, - Tt was marked with mich wine;
drinklng, dancing and enting.

In the anclent countrles of thé
North hige fires were kindldd and 8
thelr leaplng flames shot skyward h-
man beings ‘were sacrificed’ ;upon the
. altars to Thor and Oden. The Goths
.and Saxons called tils the festival o
Yule. ! .
The Teutons selected a, buge tree
#hich they ralsed smld much chanting

lhis misslon’ wag Dew :
f7. The sublmity of {f:
freer §5 measured by (!
and depth of human. gz,
ald and Presbyter. -

:the fun. Btight sblects dnd Iights

ind shouting, in bonur_ of-the god of

dere placed In its bramches fo repre-
sent ‘the light of day, the fmoon dnd
stors.  Animals were ‘fasteried o’ thp

countrles. In Italy, at the senson of
Advent, the Cdinbrian shepherds troop

| down from their hills and chant their
-} unusual mountaln songs Inthe citles. |-

The word “carol” s derived ' from

§j | “contare.” meaning to sing &nd “rola,”

an {nterjection of joy; therefore it 15
not a musieal form’ pecullarly belong:
ing to Christmas, although It {s usual-
1y nssoclated with this season. One of
the most aneient, if not the very oldest
carol of a religlous nature is the’ ex-
quisite, “Wiifle Shepherds Watched
Thelr Flocks by Night” It was writ-
ten by Nahum Tate, England’s poet
laureate 1o 1602,

Quaint old English carols that are
still sung ar “God Rest You, Merry
Gentlemen,” “Good King Wencesles"

| and “The Holly and Ivy.” These were

sung by. tig wiits who went from
house -to. hopse in the old days.
whole hook, ¢ould be made interesting
by recounting the customs of -the an.
clent carol singers ‘of the different
lands. . ., :

“In. connectlon with the Christmns
candle which has been used as & beau-
tifol symbel fo many countries from
ancient days to the present it is Inter
esting to know that even the gypsies,
those wnndering, mysterfons -vaga-
bonds of unknown origin and self-con-
fessed paganism, have a legend about
& burning candle that was set at a cer-
tain season to light the: way of &
mother and child a¢ross the-darkness
of a desert land. This tegend is'to be’
{aund’ somewhere in 20 old book—per-’
haps [t was recounted by George Bor-
row--but the writer of these lines has
been unable to locate It again,

After all, 1t Is.the Spirit of any ob-
gervance thot truly counts.
(@, 1924; Westorn Newspaper Union.)

Christmas in Dixie
Way down Sout In ds-land ob cotton,
down in de plne-tree gtoun’,
Des possum ple am not fo'gotten
"When de Christmai tima comes roun't
Hoorsy fo' de chickuns wn’ de hot-cohn

pone! ' .
Hooray, hooray, o' ds swest ham bone!
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branches, - historlagis sny, thht the

i

—Leslie's Weekly,

“in the, Childs

Detrolt—Barlk ‘bandils held ‘up &
bank of the Bank of Détroit and took
over $5,000. el . i

Hiliman—Driliers sfruck ‘gaw whils
driiliog for water on the John Wilder
farm, one mile west olr'here.

Kalamazoo--Walter' ‘“Red” Farrar
has been elected captdin of the West-
efn State Normal's foot™ball team. He
5a xlesldexft df Negaunee, Mich:

Manistec—Manistae' hos been select-
ed a5 the wes]
ot the Michig
Corporal Hat!
post here.

Grand Rap
years :old, of!

staté- police,
haway In cherge lL! the

de—Russell Ferguson, 30
Childscale, 'an employe

crushed to de:
caught 1 a
Ann_Arbor-
history, the
fund- reached;
fng it budge
amount ralse
Linden—He
trom sheep ki
sented this ¥
by farmers of
Nearly a doz
towanship hav,
Grand Raplds—George K. Spees, 4
months old, son of Benjamin Spees,
dled fo his crib from suffocatfon
whic, according to J. B, Hilliker, the
coroner, res‘ulted when ‘the. Infant
pulled the cavers over his head.
Augusta—John Lovell, 22 years old
and unmarried, of Jackson, was elec.
tracuted here when working near a
transformer.| Forty thousand: ¥olts
passedl through his body before feHow
workers could shut 5[t the current.
Ypsilantr—+The Ypenanty Clty Milk
Producers’ Assoclatfon is the name of
a new arganization of 21 milk dealers
supplying this city with milk. The
new association was formed at a meet-
Ing ot 27 milk dealers. Charles Camp-
bell was ‘elqited president. :
Grand Raplds—Search still
tinues -for | seventcen-year-old
Phillips, daughter of A. M. Phillips,
who disappeared mysteriously {rom
her home here, Decamber 2, when she
was carrled ‘away in an automobile in
which three;men were riding.
. St, Josephi—Henry Stroup, 45 years
old, slayer ‘gt 18-year-old Russell Olin-
ger during & drunken quarrel at Niles,
on Sept. 14, pleaded guflty to man-

ath .when his clothing
rge puiley.

LFor the’ first fime” fn
‘Ann  Arbor . community
its quota, oversubscrib-
by $1,£85.65. The total-
- Was 5‘50,442.5‘5. .

2avy claims for domages
lling by dogs will be pre.
ar to the township board
this ‘ocnlity, it 'is sald.
en farfuprs in Fenton

' 'aut!er‘ed losges.

¢on-

‘| slanghter and was seatenced by Cir-

cuit Judge Charles E. White to serve
14 to 15 years {n Jackson prison..
. Muskegon“-—l-‘enrlm; that sand ‘bars
would tie up navigalion In western
Michigan m;m citizs the . government
has rteturngd the General Meade, 2
dredge, to that district. At present
‘the ‘dredge i§ working at Grand Haven,
‘and will gojto Muskegen and Holland
shortly. EU
Ann Arbor-Fraternities will aid in
the entertainment sznd clothing of
‘needy boys of Ann Arbor durlng the
Christmas celebration immediatély be-
Jfore the beginning of the holidays, ac:
cording to|Earl Blaser, chalrman -of
the. Christmas celebration committcs
‘of the Student Chrlstian assocfation.
Lansing—The Stale Supreme Court
has afirmed the convlction of George
- Almashy, alieged | professional  bonds-
man of thée Detroit courts. He was
found guity of pdrjurs in the Wayne
County courts after lie had represent.
ed himeelt as free [rom jncumbrances
‘and gone buil for a man named Green-
spon, who |was hel4 on a charge of
 violating the liquor law. B
Detroit—-The United States Al¢ Mail
bas purchased the “Malden Detrolt,”
2 Detroit-built, all-metal, seven-pass-
enger monoplans, of the Stout Afr
Pullman type. The wartype. planes
now used by the Afr Mall can carry
only 500 pounds of mail. It is betieved
the Alr. Pullman will be able to carry
2,000 pounds at the same-speed and
1o greater}cost of fuel and overhend.
Lansing—The statc supreme court
has held {he Voorhfes-Bahorskl anti
gambling law Jovalld. The. decision
was hngéd on the faflure of the house
Journal’to jshow that the bill had been
read a thi
The law
supreme

was held jvalld when: the
ourt denled a motion for &
writ ot mandamus to compel Judge
Christophér E. Steln of recorder's
court, Detroit, ta issue a warfant uo-

der the act, | .
Lansing—The jexecutive committe
of the Michigan Btate Gramge lag
taken actlon which !s expected to line
up virtually all of ihe powerful farm
organizatlbns of the state ngalnst, the
proposed law sponsoied by the Michi-
gan State Teachers' Associntlon, and
Thomas E. Johnson, superintendent of
pablic instructlons, to increase in
and foreign ‘e com:

dale Paper Mills, - was|

lota |

4 time before belng: passed. |
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" GROWING UNCOMMO
A h&:gdmd years 0go b
type of the old covered ¥

ture spanned the rivers
of“the country. »:‘ In shary

1dges of the
soden struc!
and strecms

contrast is

Otd-Fashioned Wooden-Covered Bridge.

the strong, modern bri
bere compared to the
one. Huodreds_of heav
hictes pass dafly over
bridge, while the old oni
ably ot most d few scord

fige which 1
old-fashioned
1y londed ve
the. concret
carried prol;
aday.  An

B

1

+'A Modetn Céncrete Structure.

the old bridge had to Le repnired fre-
quently and eventually deterlorated
to such an extent-that {t had to be rée-
placed entirely.  The concrete bridge,
Is a8 permanent’ss the stone of the
mountalnside. + | .

Large Increase S‘Een in

. Concrete Paving in 1924

During the firfiseven months of The
year 1024 practleally 11,000 miles of
‘concrete pavement 30 |feet In width
.were placed under cqutract, reports
the Highway Coneretq Magazine. |A
totdl of 5,830 mitles of jconcrete strget
pavement averaging 3¢ feet in width
-were completed” and under trafiic jat
the end of 1923, and Contracts for gl
most 400 miles of such pavemept.
When all the street wark carrled oyer
from 1923 and the new awards of 1,020
‘miles to July 31, 1624, have been com-
‘pleted, there Wil be 7,270 wlles jof
this type of pavement serving’traffic
Jn the citles of' the” Unlted States,

Some of ; the- larger cltles—100,
population or piore—hve been slower
to adop{ concrete fof thelr Streets,
chiefly becausjj these cities were falt-
iy paved befops, Practlcally & quhr-
ter of the munjcipat street awards are
| In"the citips \hose population excecds
100,000, New Tork, Chicago, Philadel-

Detroit, Los Angeles,
Indlanapolls,
and dther important
| concrete pavements.

-
Motor, Vehicle Qwners
Pay for Road Buildir
An analysls -of the varlous sour
of highway funds since 1914 i
by the bureau of publie roads
the United’ States Depprtiuent of A
culture shaws that there is @ marl
tendeney to collect 8 larger prop
flon of highway fund§ from the ou
ers and users of motor vehicies.
1914, out'of a total highway Incol
of $240262,784, " the. rollectlons . fr¢
motor véhicles. amounted to $12,38
031, or 5.1 per cent of the total
1021, seven years Inter, the motor
hicle owners and operators pald St
942,700 1o motor vehicle fees and
635,460 '{n gasoline taxes, which
gether equaled 108 per - cent of
fotal Incom® for bighwey purposes! A
simflar compilation of payments- made
by owners And operators of motor {
hicles £0 lcenses and permits in 1
showd gitotal contribution on tH
{188,790,092. In the same sear
'taxes ‘levled by. '35 st
¢ to $30,813030. The m
iy, contributetd

eattle, Atlan
atl, Konsas Cl
itles have bl

ta,
ty
it

gasoline
omount§

| pany taxel

tor the benefit of the prim-
ary schoo .

fund.!

— Road x 5
ounties in the upper penin:
sula will place befora the next session
of the sfate legigtiture resolutions
adopted by the icounty boards asking
that certain ronds in Menominee, Del-
ta and Dickinson countles be adopted
as part of the stals trunk line system.
Proposed{as trunk lines are route 91
from Escanabe to Cedar River, foite
50 trom Foster Clty ncross Menomifiee
county to, Narente on Toute 12 in Déita

nd ‘the ‘17.mile’ Foster City:

county, &
Wacedsh! road: {n the county of

of three

Diekinson.

. | phaitic.types.
. R .

total of7§225,784931, . or 195 per
. of the tz;nure 1923 highway lneome]
A itk

fe s FET

Roads in West Virginia
. Among-the states-to embark rect
1y upon- extensive road building:
grams ig West Virginia, which
abbut completed 1,028.25- miles of
proved motor roads.. Of this ‘il
91286 mlles ‘are of ‘graded earth, 3141
miles arg of gravel, T1.05. ‘miles!are
water-bound : macadam, 18132, mlles
are of brick, 811.62 miles are of port-
land cement concrete and 407 wlled are
| of asphait. The new contracts show a’
more pronounced trend toward thé as.

ro-
has
im-

phia, Boston;, Baltimore, Milwaukee,

’

age



