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New Housing Sags 10%

vBy BOB McCLELLAN
New housing starts contin-
ued to decrease ‘last year in
the six-county area around
Detroit, but residential build-
ing maintained its brisk pace
in the Observer communities
of Southfield and Westland.
These facts were inferred
from the latest statistics sup-
Plied by the Planning Division
of the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments
(SEMCOG). That agency regu-
lnl_y_keeps' tabs on building
activity in the counties of
Macomb, Monroe, St. Clair,
lWa;hlenaw. Wayne and Oak-
ant

SEMCOG figures also re-
vealed that single-family
homes took a tremendous drop
last year, with the difference
in total building permit figures
made up by the large boom in
multiples.

£ The dowpward trend in new
housing, according to SEM-
#+COG, began in 1967. Figures
shqwed that net new dwelling
units in 1969 for the six-county
area totaled 44,139, This com-
pares with a net total of 48,598

in 1968, or a drop-of 4.459 new
units,

(Net figures are gained by
lumping together singles. two-
family units and multiples and
subtracting demolitions. )

SEMOOG attributed the resi-
dential building decline to

money market and mortgage -

conditions and rising construc-
tion costs.

Southfield and Westland con-
tinued to remain among the
top 10 in the six-county area in
new housing starts. Livonia.
ranked ninth in 1968 with 957
new housing starts, dropped
out of the top 10 with 806 new
housing starts {ast year.

Southfield, with 1,353 new
starts, ranked third in the
SEMCOG survey. Westland,
making 935 new housing starts
In 1969, ranked ninth.

Southfield was third in 1967
with 1,858 new starts and
eighth in 1968 with 1.214 new
starts. Westiand ranked eighth
in 1967 with 1.309 staris and
finished third in 1968 with 1.614

* starts

SEMCOG figures revealed
singles dropped from 13.494 in
1968 to 10,220 units last year.
The agency said it was the
smaliest number of single-
family houses ever recorded
by its planning division in its
18 years of making an annual
residential building report.

Multiples, falling by only 438
units, remained near 1968's
record high. The 1969 multiple
report reflects a general up-
ward trend that began eight
years ago.

From 1968 to 1969 multiple
housing in Wayne and Oakland
counties respectively jumped
from 42.9% t0 62.8% and 40.5%
to 47.6%.

Some 13% fewer permits
were issued in 1969 than in 1968
for the tri-county area of Ma-
comb, Oakland and Wayne.
But the decrease for the entire
six-county area surveyed was
only 8.7% because of increased
activity in Washtenaw and
Monroe counties. Washtenaw,
for example, showed an in-
crease of 36.7% over 1968.

QAKLAND COUNTY re-
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vealed a decrease of 14.9% be-
low 1968. Last year 7,830 per-
mits were issued compared to
9,225 in 1968, a reduction of
1,375,

Single family units ac-
counted for a large part of the
total. Southfield, with 228 new
units, ranked fourth behind
Troy, West Bloomfield Town-
ship and Farmington Town-
ship, which had 333.

Iz multiples, Southfield was ..

the uncoptested leader with
1,124, Farmington Township
ranked third with 400,

Wayne County new housing
decreased 4.2%. Detroit suf-
fered a loss of 455 permits as
the rest of the county showed
a slim increase of 23. Last
year 9,943 permits were issued
compared to 10,375 in 1968,

Westland ranked fourth in
multiples with 548 units. De-
troit led with 1,170, Tollowed by
Taylor and Romulus.

Detroit led in singles with

508 but was followed by Li- >

vonia with 420, Westland with
387, and Taylop. and Van
Buren Township.

June-Blooming Perennials

Bridge The Gap Between Acts

By BETTY FRANKEL

Is it intermission time in
your garden? Too many gar-
dens in the area seem to be
between acts at this time._

The iris, poppies and peonies
have faded, and the delphin-
ium and daylilies have not yet
come inte bloom. Roses are
staging a show in many yards,
but the perennia) beds are
lacking in any color but green.

There are some perennials
that can be used to provide a
small between - the - acts dis-
play. and some that are bright
enough to be a show of their
own.

SWEET WILLIAMS are
blooming now in shades that
range from white and delicate
pink to rich, intense reds.
There are both single and dou-
ble forms, and some have
flowers that are bi-colored or
striped or spotted with a more
intense hue.

These are old favorites that
have been in cuitivation for
more than 300 years. The
showy head, made up of clus-
ters of smatl flowers, are held
above the tuft of leaves on
flexible, wiry stems. There is
a dwarf form with stems less
than six inches tail and a taller
variety growing a foot or
more in height/

Clumsy

back!

and willow foliage.

age in most cases.

4 larger June bugs.”

lawns and pastures

only a few days.

of the border in a mixture of

shades. or for an even more
dramatic effect a single hue
can be grouped into large
clumps. One gardener in the
area with a low rock garden
boardering a sdmi-civcular
driveway has large clumps of
sweet William spaced the
length of the garden for a
charming. colorful display.

Also included are clumps of
the old-fashioned clove pinks
which are spritely and fra-
grant. These are another type
of Dianthus.

A FEW AREA gardens are
brightened by clumps of ven-
othera, or sundrops. The two-
foot high plants are studded
with glowing vellow fluwers
that fairly shimmer in the
sunshine.

There are_several horticul-
tural varieties available in-
cluding one with red buds that

open 1o sellow flowers, There *

are also kinds with white or
pink blossoms.

The sundrops are closely
related to -evening primrose,
but unlike the latter which
blooms only during the eve-
ning hours, the sundrops
spread wide their petals In the
day time.

Another plant with bright
vellow blooms is loosestrife, or
Lysimachia. The' variety
known as Lysimachia punctata
grows about two feet tall and
has foot-long spikes of showy
vellow flowers. It would add a
bright splash to the late June
garden

ANOTHER PLANT also
known as loosestrife is the

Lythrum. It has long wand-like
spikes of purple or pink flow-
ers. These plants grow to four
feet in height.

Veronicas are another old
favorite that should be grown
more often. It is hardy and
dependable, forming a low
mound of foliage with innu-
merable spikes of blue or pur-
ple flowers rising above the
mass of leaves.

Royal Blue is in flower in
June and July and the newer
variety, Saraband blooms
from June to September.

Try a few of these colorful
June-blooming perennials to
bridge the gap between the
acts. They will blend well with
earlier perenniats still in bloom
and with the later ones as they
stage their show. .o

Even Apartments Slow

1969 Dwelling Units RBased on

OAKLAND COUNTY

Farmington
Farmington Twp.
Lathrup. Village
Southfield

WAYNE COUNTY ,

. Canton Twpe
Garden City
Livonia
Plymouth .
%ymouth TWpe
dford Twp.

Residential ) i
Building Permits Issued In Obmerverland t
. o i
Single  Two= Muiltl~ Less |
Femily, Famlly Funily Gross Demo~ Net |
Units =~ Units Units = Total litions Total
L5 0 12 57 2 ' 55
-+ 333 0 1400 733 10 123
30 o . 0 30 [ 30
229 0,124 1,353 41 11,31
1
11 0 176 291 0. 291
2 0 0 28 3 25
420 0 420 840 3% .. 806
6 . 2 2 10 2.
129 0 96 225 "S- 20 , 205
93 2 .0 95 9 86
387 0 548 935 6 929
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only the water.

America’s Finest On-Ground Pool

PHONE 425-8830

ACTUAL PHOTO OF AQUA STAR POOL

AQUA STAR POOLS
ALL NECESSARY ACCESSORIES

The only pool completely instolled, including electrical: Never requires pointing - aluminum siding « all pure redwoad fence, ‘pre-
Mained, ond sealed, with walk eround deck, carpeted 8 foot patio, 4 heavy gauge aluminum coping. Standord on ofl 12 sizes
which 10 choose. Save money - enjoy year around fun - swim and skate on the strongest and most beautiful paol mode. You fu

2 Blocks

THE FAMILY THAT PLAYS TOGETHER STAY

- SEE THE REST BUT GET THE BEST!

l

Eaat of Middiabelt

STOG ETHER

INCLUDED -

11:m
nish
%

AVOID POLLUTION -- TRAFFIC HAZARDS -- CROWDED BEACHES
YOU WILL KNOW WHERE YOUR CHILDREN '

_ARE WHEN YOU OWN AN AQUA STAR ENJOY HEALTHY FAMILY FUN WITH YQUR

OWN PRIVATE RECREATION CENTER

SEE OUR DISPLAY AT 28875 JOY ROAD, WESTLAND. .

BANK TERMS AVAILABLE

~

YOUR HOME COME
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« NOW! "ORTHO" GARDEN PRODUCTS AT HALF PRICE!

contro
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“Japa ) * Golden Walnut can ) 0AK - - Hicxory .|¥6- - 57 Connach A
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Upon emerging, the female N BLACK El N X
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e psp bt § DO-IT-YOURSELF 51,66 Yo I "3 OAKPATIOTIES | CALIFORNIAREDWOOD$ Yifoui 259
owners who feel they have a_ ITEMS 4( o Y 27100 « 3 $2.67 & x 4" x Random Langth 100 Sa;Fri g 97
severe problem should contact cac 64' Per Carton SALE * Ea.o | |deal for Landscap- 49; with Ing, g
their local county extension % Carry?-¢* 5999 A x 6" x8H. ing Patio, Gardens Backer. L koo
agent who can make specific arry- i or Lawn fdging. C&C L. F. Cail oy

]
USE YOUR

FI%IT
TP

‘When making a large piece
of furniture your. base-
ment workshop, make sure
first that it will fit through
the doorway when the time
comes to bring it upstairs.

LUMBER CO., DIV.

WEST SIDE YARD:

12222 Inkster Road

Charge it on Michigan Bankard, Master Charge or Bank Americard

Open Mon., Tues., Wed. 9-6; Thur., Fri. 98;
Saturdoy 8-5; Sunday 104

CHARGE CARD

KE 2-9037 mesiine




