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Over the wpekend. Detroit
Police Commisgioner Patrick V.
Murphy made dn announcement
that is certain fto play a mhajor
role in the develppment of profes-
sional police forces in this aﬂea

Murphy announced that start-
ing Sept. 1, 1973, |all Detroit police
officers below the rank of liefiten-
ant must have completed at least
one year of college work before
they will be allgwed to take ex-
aminations for promotion. After
Sept. 1, 1976, thelrequirement will
be two years of dollege work:

“Education |is 1mportant,
Murphy said. “bgcause the police
deal in human bghavior and have
to understand human behavipr in
the pluralistic sdciety of today.”
He added that|the move|was
made 1o “upgrade and profession-
alize™™ the department.

Most Obserterland police
chiefs whom [ talked to liked the
idea. although no one here has
plans for a simildr step.

ROBERT DEADMAN, Far-
mington’s chief- of public safety,
said, “It's a good move, depend-
ing on the courses the men take.
Itiwill help prufessnonallze police
‘departments, and that's a very
important step.”

Deadman said ‘ that four or
five of his 20-1 man force have had
some collége training. College
work is not a currenl hiring re-
qunremenl but utz is favorably
lobked upon, accordmg to Dead-
man.

[ “I would ra!her have a man
who has spent some time on the
iorce take college work, rather
than having him pome on after he
gets a degree,”’ Deadman added.
“There’s still no suhsmut\i{
et‘penence on the jo

HERB STRAiEY Plymouth’s
police chief, agrees.

=T think it's a very feasible
approach to professionalizing the
force.”” he says. *'College educa-
tion in police administration, as

.. well as other subjects releént to

an officer’s duties, is the only
way police departments can pro-
fessionalize It’s very commenda-
ble."”

Straley reports that college
work is desirable for hiring into
his department and that he is
currently revising minimum hir-
ing standards for the) Plymouth
force. Pontiac and Flint, he re-
ports, already require some col-

_Jege work before patrolmen are

hired.

Of Plymouth’s 15-man force,
three or four have had some col-
lege work, and another three are
currently enrolled at Schoolcraft
College. .

e .

ROBERT TURNER, Livonia
chief ‘of police, agrees that the
Detroit move is good, but with
two reservations:

“First, why limit the require-
ngr;ts to promotions? It should
alsb apply to hiring standards.
Second, I think they should spec-

me Like Right Now

To Make Holiday Safe, Sane

There's no time like right
now to make the annual plea for a
safe and sane Fodrth :
Especially this yvear iwhen
the holiday extends over a three-
dayv period and {here are ;more
activities planned in all secuons
of Ogerverland than in séveral
vears. . i
Area police [chiefs have is-
sued their annual plea to motor-
ists to take care dn the highway
There'll be morg traffic on Fri-
day and Sunday than at any pre-
vious time of the Vear thus far.
That means |there’ll be the
vsual number of fcareless $peed-
ers. those who infbibe a bit! more
than they should gnd still insist on
driving and thg thousands of
voungsters who will be crossing
and recrossing foads in jevery
community !

IT ISN'T ENOUGH lhal we
have safety on the highways: we
must have safety [in the homes as
well. where parents should take
every step possible to! keep
youngsters from setting off fire-
works that are sojcommon at this
particular holiday. :

Sparklers can be dangerous.
and fire chiefs ip Observerland
warn parents to Keep them away
from their kiddieg. They point out
that severe burnsican be inflicted
from the sparklers and in some
cases clothing carf become ahre

Fire crackers, alwa)s dan-
gerous, are illegal and thérefore
should be shunned as if they were

poison. Too often we learn of
youngsters holding firecrackers
in their hand to impress their eld- -
ers, only to learn that explosives
can cause such things as ruining
fingers, hands and sometimes
arms.

With hot. humid weather
predicted for the entire three-
days, there is a tendency to go
for a swim in many of the ponds
in'the area. Especnally is this
true of the younger generation in
the early and mid- teens

N

THERE SEEMS to be some
challenge in swimiming in a pond
that is posted against trespassing,
which has no protection for swim- »
mers and from which the local
police and fire departments too
often are called upon to come out
with boats. grappling irons and
skin divers to locale a victim. )

It’s too late then to heed the
warning against swimming in
these ponds. There are numerous
public pools in Observerland that
have life guards and every possi-
ble means of protection—if you
have to go swimming, go some-
where that has guards.

The many fireworks
exhibitions in the area pose an-
other major problem, especially
Saturday night when programs
will be gresented in many of our
communijties.

1t sebms that each is located
along a busy thoroughfare where
parents should keep their youngs-
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ters close at hand and under con-
trol at all times.

The Plymouth Jaycees will
present their annual exhibition
Saturday night on the Little
League Diamond on Plymouth
Road opposite the Burroughs
plant.

This means cars will be
parked on one side of the highway
and the fireworks' will be set off

across the road. Too often-

youngsters will take off for the
ball diamonds to get a closer
view and too often they dart
across the street without looking
for traffic approaching in both
directions.
s e
THERE'LL BE MORE than

the usual attendance this year for
the simple reason that the Detroit
Race Course will ngt have its
usual program on Satirday night.
This means that Livonians will
take their families to the Plym-
outh show or to that in Redford
Township.

Ordinarily, it's a negative
force that upsets the balance of
nature.

For example, lamprey eels
get into the Great Lakes, they
decimate the lake trout popula-
tion, the alewives that the lake
trout feed on get out of control,
and alewives' corpses stink up
the beaches.

The .culprit is something
clearly bad—the lamprey—and
our scientists can concentrate on
eliminating it.

But what do you do when the
culprit is something we ordinarily
consider “‘good"?

R

CONSIDER the astonishing
conclusion reached by the staff of
the State Water Resources Com-
mission last week: Chlorine is
used in, sewage treatment sys-
tems tokill bacteria, but. that
samie chlorine will make the river
receiving the outflow dangerous
to fish.

Many miles of Michigan
streams are barren of fish as a
result, the WRC staff report said.
The residual chlorine doesn’t ac-
tually kill the fish, but it does
cause the fish to move off to bet-
ter water.

So we're damned if we don’t

callege work. Otherw
could tae basket |
courses and get credit fo

Turner reports that shye 20%
of his 109-man force has Yome col-
lege training. X

Men who wish Eolldge, train-
ing, from an}’ area pol e Hepart-
ment, can get lumoq rants
through the federal Safe Streets
Act, passed last year. Phiice de-
partments then try to atri
officer’s shift so he ca
classes conveniently.

B

S0, IT'S COMING.
Professwnahzdlmn
lice.

And it’s long overdug] 3;
The police in our s
saddled with an imen
plicated job: protector. cprinselor.
patroller, marrlagel’advg j

juve-
nilex authority... The lis
and on.

It has always medsilly
me that our society as| sx'pollce-

men to do one of the most diffi-
cult jobs in the world, and then
denies them the training (and the
pay) to enable them to do that
job effectively.

This is particularly true here
in the suburbs, where.the high
educational levelsuind rapid

i

growth of ‘the commufities make
law enforcement problems suhtle
and complicated.

In the past, some people
have called police officers
“pigs,”’ Having seen some of the
ill-paid, ill-trained, ill-conditioned
excuses for police officers in.the
South, I can’t deny that the epi-
thet doesn’t sometimes apply. =

But t.he best way to make it
alost word is for us all'to applaud
the move' to professionalism: in
our police forces — add to prov-
ide our police departments the
money they need to recruit and
retain the kind of men needed to
do one of the hardest jobs there
is.

. the student body and the colle;

GOOD
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. well as during the sessions on

\ of a college governing-boarg!

we're

treat our sewage. and
damned if we do. Eitlier way. we
do violence to our, e(b ofical en-
vironment. We upsel e balance
of nature. 1
“We're not prLsél mé this to
you with any 1deabf h, wng chlo-
rination of waste w Yef ‘treat- 4
. the

ly, chlorination is Y lallesser of
two evils, and Pur :uggested
that more research[ izjht show
ways to use chlong&,,wnhoul
harming hsh

THE MORALS a endless,
but here are some ¢ l» he more
obvious: T [H.

Sense A;nd
Nonsensi

Despite numerous
violence and confront;
the police, Easterd g
University students a$ really all
for law and order.

The only hm\c' hey can't
get along with them, |ll iseems, is
when they're tryng,lov enforce
the law,

I

e Every so-called solution to
a problem must be examined cau-
tiously to discover its long-term
implications and effects on :the
delicate environment we live in.

@ Cleaning up our environ-
ment isn’t going to be done by
sloganeering. It's not’going to be
accomplished. by a children’s
march along the River Rouge to
pick up junk. It's not going to be
done by the simplistic device of
“‘go sue-a corporation,’”’’as sug-
gested at last spring’s’ college
teach-ins. The environment is
complex beyond belief, and -our
solutions' may have to be as com-
plex. T

@ In the chlorinated water,
case, population size may be a
factor. If the pnce we'pay for
treating isewage is the steriliza-
tion of some miles of river water
so that it can't support fish, then
the mere growth of our population
will mean increasing water steril-
ity. Even if all sewage is plti-
mately treated, the growing pop-
ulatlon will damage the environ-
men

ln creating an industrial s0-
ciety, we got hold of a tiger by
the tail, if you'll pardon the pas-
toral analogy.

DISSENT

e

View paints expressed in DISSENT
do not necessarily reflect those of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but ate
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of all segments of thought onja
public issue is a prerequisite ta
understanding and progress.

By R. ROBERT GEAKE |\
Schoolcraft Trustee

In April, 1970 the Board
Trustees at Schooleraft Coll
was presented with petiti
signed by 900.of . the colleggs
4,763 students’ ““demanding¥: a
non-voting advisory seat on the
board.
The students argued that rqp-
resentation on the board woyld
improve communication betwsen

‘of
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governing board to the benefi uf
both, and that the counsel dff a
responsible student represenfa-
tive could be used to replace [the
time consuming testimony gnd
opinions now heard during sg me
board.meetings from any stucent
in the audience who wisheyjto
speak. i
THEY ALSO ARGUED that,
since their tuition fees pay] fal-
most one third of the total operat-
ing budget of the callege ey
should have a direct voice in l]ow
the money is used.
No college trustee anywhere
favors close student-board d
munication more fervently
myself, and few colleges (¢an
boast a higher degree of student
participation- in college affgirs
than can Schoolcraft.
Students sit on most
committees of the college, !
their own newspaper, and k
equal voting power with thet

an

ulty and administrators on
College Council — the advi
body to the president.

At the board level, the stude
Senate is provided withj an
agenda (and package of bafk-
ground material and data pertgin-
ing to agenda items) well in gdv-
ance of every meeting. Studdnt
as well as other concerned par-
ties, are invited to speak before
and after the board sessionsi!as

ny
items of interest to them. 1f is
hard to imagine how commurica-
tion could be more available.::

THERE CAN BE NO queti
but that the student body 13 a
special interest group with
rect stake in the decisions off"
board of trustees. The stake i so
substantial that the Attor
General has ruled that a stu
may not be a full voting member

»

the same time he is a membd? of
‘the‘ student body, for such douple
membership would constitute,
illegal conflict of interest. Se:
a student in a non-voting *agvi-
sory” capacity, while techmcally
not illegal, raises in many mjads
the same question of propriet;
Other special interest graups
at the college might just as FRa-
sonably be entitled to advigory
seats on the board, once the pre-
cedent were set. These’ inclyde
the bargaining units of :facylty,
clerical, and maintenance -
ployees, department heads @nd
the colege

5
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division chairmen,
alumni association, and e
thajor contractors and ki
to the college.

All may argue correctly {hat
they are substantially affecte:
decisions of the board of trusfees
and that their advice might fyom
time to time be helpful to
board in making decisions. - {in
fact. the college faculty barga
ing team has already inclu
such an advisory seat in its pagk-
age of demands.

How any governing body, be it
school board, city council, or Jeg-
islature could function with repre-
sentatives of special intedest
groups lobbying throughout
their meetings has not been|gx-
plained.

THE FINANCIAL CON‘TRI#U-
TION argument seems to m
be completely without mefit.
Tuition is charged.to help c
the cost of operating the col
and is paid by the student in
turn for a given number of class
hours of instruction — not for;
right to participate in runmné
college.

This leaves the single spok
man argument. We have n'l
mum communication when
student who is interested engugh
to attend board meetmgs xf
lowed to be heard. This is the!pol;
icy now and should not be alia
doned in favor of having a sﬂ"gle
student representative. t




