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McBRIDE HAS to woo-
der what [t takes to get a
Uttle recognltion.

McBride was a three-
ear starter on the Plymouth Salem
gaskctbalj team. Ho was an outstand-
Ing scorer, an aggressive rebounder, a
eolid defenslve pinyer and, most impor-

tantly, a classlc "team® player. .

- In hls senlor year, 1981-82, be aver-
aged 18 polnta and six rebounds per
game for a team that won league and
district titles and was eveatually oust-
ed from the state tournament by a De-
troft Southwestern team lead by An-
tolne Joubert in the reglonals.

. *Mike waa like Mr. Conaistency for
us,” safd Balem assistant coach Bob
Blohm. “He dld a lot of nlce things for
us, He was a good {nside player, could
hit the 15- to 17-foot jump shot, played
tremendous defense and became an
outstandlag rebounder,*

" YET, UPON graduation 1n 1983, only
two colleges had expressed an Interest
In_the 8-foot-3, 190-pound emall for-

ward: Ollvet and Albion.
McBride was dlaallusloned, if not

hurt.

"1 bad hoped to go somewhere bigger
than & MIAA (Michigan Intercolleglato
Athictlc Azsoclation) school. I thought I
could play at like, Hillsdale, Saginaw
Valley or Grand Valley, places like
that,” McBride sald,

He asked his high school coach, Fred
Thomann, to do some asking around to
varlous colleges. Thomann got Me-
Bride a vialt to Grand Valloy, The re-
sullx were somewhat humiliating for
McBrid

) .

1 wasn't really impressed by what
they told me,” McBride said, “They
didn’t seemn real Interested. The coach
sald he wouldn't cut me as long as I
w23 good enough {0 make the team.”

McBride was close to saying so long
to basketball. Hero was & player that
was'a major contributer (o one of the
top-ranked high school teams [n the
state. He was nemed to All-Ares, all-
league, all-suburban, all-metro and
fifth team all-state teams,

AMONG HIS high school highlights

Was a 34-polnt performance against -

]

_people in sporis

Livonla Franklin, He once it a 21-foot
Jumper at the burrer to defeat rival
Plymouth Canton,

*“I bad a lot of fun,” MecBride said of
hls high school days. “Fred (Thomann]
is a great teacher of the game, I got
tremendous experience playing under
him,*

Yet, thls consistent scorer-rebono-
der, this solld, fondamental athlete,
this 3.0 student, was overlooked by all
but two colleges.

“I don't think I was thought of as
being really an ootstandlog’ player. [
wam't Like the Judge (Joubert),” Mc-
Bride said. “But I thought, as far &s this
area goes, I was oge of the top players.
1 thought thers would be more people

interested, but there wasn't.
“I don't know why. I'm mot real
- quick, that was one problem, I don't
bave outstanding size and my stats
weren't all that outstanding.”
But, anyooe who saw Salem play, cs-

peclally In 1981.83, knew that McBride
w2 a key man In Thomann's system of
play and that system didn’t always ae-
centuate individual talents,

AFTER THE GRAND VALLEY vis.
it, McBride 8ald ba pot & stop 1o Jook-
{og for a'school {0 go to.

'Ibldlloluﬂrlend:pdmypu~
eats had a tot of friends at Alblon. T fust
{igured I'd go there, not really
{00 much,’ and let

whatever happens happen,” he sald.
What happened was McBride staried
for Alblen's junlor varsity team. He
badn't reslly worked out much In the
summer, 30 his ormance, in his
own words, “waxn't as good as It could
have been.” . .
Then, out of the blue, came a call
* from Alblon track coach Dave Egna-

tuk. McBride had becn a suceessful’

. to come out for Lhe team. ‘

McBride obliged. He wz. & major
contributor in  Alblon's undefeated
league champlonshlp season : last
spring. It was the fIfth stralght league
title for the Briton runners. MeBride
was a member of tho Briton's league
champlon mile relay team and he also
Tettered In the quarter mile. .

4
team and {3 trying to work his way Into
astarting role,

The mafjor stumbling block for Me-
Bride now i3 scphomore Dwayne John-
son from Saginaw, As a freshman,
Johnsop started and led the varalty
Britons In scoring and was aluth in the
league with-a 14.3-points-per-game av-

erage,

McBride plays behind Johnson,

§till, McBride has had his moments
duriog this young season. In very lmit-
ed playing time, he has averaged elght
points and almast flve rebounds per
game. His shootlng proficlency uss

lock star excels on all levels

been phenomenal, hitting 20 of 29 shots
{rom the floor.
" McBride was at his best lnst week
against Concordia College of Ann Ar-
bor. McBrido entered a fairly close
gume in the first half, Twenty minutes
later, be bad tallled 18 points and
ulled down 10 rebounds leading the
ritons (3-3) to a rout.

YET, McBRIDE still lngers tn ano-
nymity on the Briton bench. In the
game prior to Concordls, an Alblon Ioss
to Wabash, McBride dldn’t get off the
bench, The coach, Mike Turner, sald
potking to him afterward.

Again, sothing was said to bim after
his IB-point performance agatnst Con.
cordla. No congratulations, no pat on
the back, rof

1 ly don’t know what to think, |
Just want to play. I'll do all I can do to
Lelp the team. I'm not going to make n
big deal about not playing. I don't want
to causo problems,” ha sald.

Actually, McBride ls quite happy at
Alblon. He considers track his No. 1
spott now. He works hard In tho class.
room carrying a 3.0 grade-polat aver.
8ge as an economics mafjor, .

Coaches
clinic set

. The sevenih anncal Great Lakes High School
football coaching clinic will take place Friday and
Saturday, Jan. 6-%, at Stetling Holghts Stevenson 5
Hlgh School.

Ths clinlc is designed for high school, juntor high o
and youth league footisall coaches, 4

On hand to direct the clinic will be Bob Leahy of  [3
the Michlgan Paothers, Steve Furness of Michigan
State, George Ihler of Saginaw Valley State, and .
Ron Labadio of Adraln. Also on kand will be area : .|
high school coaches Chuck Skinner of Birmingham
Seaholm, Gary Cook of Blzhop Borgess, atid Dill
Rankin of Blrmingbam Groves.

The sessions tun from 6 to 11 p.m. on Friday and |
9§ am. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. Tho fee for both days =
14 $20.

Reservations should be malled to: Great Lakes
Coaches Football Clinlc, P.O. Box 628, Sterllng
Heights 48078, Call Rlck Bye at 263-4700 for more
information. fcsie

Rebirth in 1984
that win: “We were 0-3, but we had
played two falrly good games agalnst

Continuod trom Pago 11

Malech is a leader in developing aulo fech-
niclans.. At Molech Aulo Mechanics School,
youll gel expert "hands-on” aining from fop
{nsiructors. 1S tough but its wath it. Call now and
learn a career in less than a yoar,

2-9510

WALLED LAKE
2055 Haggorty Rd.

0-6168 /(313) 6244581
. 8-8, 8at. 8-8 « Sun. 10.3

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 - 7:30 P21,
DETROIT VS. HARTFORD

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 - 7:30 P.I1,
DETROIT VS, PHILADELPHIA

Hls teem began the serson with
three staright losses. In two of those
games his team played well enough to
wrln, but somchow, faled to get the
Job accomplished.

.- The team was dejected, He was de-
Jected.

-~ Then came an early Christmns
Cpresent. Hls team traveled to Blr-
<mingham Seaholm and scored an im-

Northville and Stevenson. If we were
0-4 golog Into Christmas, it would
have been bard to motivate them (lhe
players).* .

With the tasto of victory fresh In
thelr minds, the Falcons should be
raring o go In 1984,

Sophomore Bruce Kratt and Tim
Cartuthers have combined to give the

MoTech Aufo Mechanlcs School
35155 Industriot Road  Livonlo, Mt 481503284

* Tulllon School, Financlal assistance avallable
* Apptoved lor training oligible volerans,

7

Ticket information
1 ¥ Phane
#nd Group Dizcounts
<al{313] 567-9800
Yichats ot alf
Ticket World Outiats

ik _Freece e

*pressive 4843 overtime victory. Falcons an Impressive backcourt
.- Hallelujah! combination. Both pumped In 14 Rd.
.- Here’s what Roy bad to say after  ngalnst Seaholm. Livortia (K-Mert @hopplng Cenfor) « 4T5-5215
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