After a stormy year,
legisiators are wary

By Dlane Gale
staff writor

issue which affects all other state
The conflict widened the rift

Actlvity in the state leglslature last
year, will certalnly make the hlstory
books. Angry taxpayers recalled two
state senatora for the first time in the
state's history,

Recall threats cavsed tempers to
flare, and tenstons between the parties
olten reached the bolling polnt, espe-
clally on the Senale floor where Demo-
crats beld a alim majorily untll the re-
calls, Partizan fighting was common in

th houses, and legislators openly
shied away from making decisions on
controveralal Lesues for fear of joslng
thelr jobs.

Throwing leglstators out of ofilce
was the response to a temporary 38-
percent hike in the income tax rate,
which will decrease periodieally over a
2%-year span. Both partles agreed
there was a need for a tax increase to
offset a budget defleit, but Republicans
and’ Democrals differed on how much
Waspecessary.

THE TAX increase was approved by
Democrats supporting the first gover.
nor drom thelr party in 2¢ years, teay-
ing Republicans to feel bulldozed on an

between the partles.

But opinions on 1983 depend on the
yardstick used. Rlchard Cole, Gov.
James Blanchard's press secretary,
enumerated the governar's successes of
1989, including the fact that all but one

b;

reflecting back on a turbulent 1983 and
looking ahead to 1984,

Blanchard

“The reapportionment and recall is-
sues have clouded the achlevemnents of
the year,” Blanchard said. “But, they

bill ¥ was
by the leghalature,

“Blanchard saved the state from
bankruptey, restored the eredit rating
and Ia the first of the 35 states that
ralsed income tax to also reduce It n
1984," Cole sald.

Other major be

came to an agreement
with a blpartisan vete on the reappor-
tionment, and that may be the start of
a better climate next year.®
Asked how he feels about taking the
heat for the tax incrcase and recalls,
I sald, “The
to its knees

clted Include a workfare program to
traln welfare rocipients for private
seetor jobs; $18.5 miltion in tax credits
for 5,000 businesses, and enmacting a
Youth Corps program that created
summer jobs for 25,000 young people,

“Thos¢ legistators . that may bave
been discouraged by the recall fever
should atep up and Join the governor la
taking credit for many of these p)
and progrars,” Cole sald. *This wiil be
recorded as ose of the most productlve
years.”

THE FOLLOWING are comments
from

ring
with the Japancse government last
year by asking for flnancial help for
the credlt rating, and they seem to for-
get that they presented me with a §1.7+
blllion defleit.”

Blanchard added that he “inherited
the worse deflcit In the natlon,” but he
promiacs to “rebulld the state.”

“As long as rubber-necked people
continue to run, and they don't have the
backbone to stand-up to the issues,
wo're golng to bave a hard time,”
Blanchard said. “But, no one sald it was
going to be easy.”

and area

boasts & 20-point program
for jobs and cconomlc development,
which will be a “good foundation* for
the state next year. Other accomplish-
ments lnclude education disinvestment,
the establishment of an $300-milllon
construction fund for state roads which
employed 23,000 people and tax Incen-
tives for small buslnesses,

“The legislature was helpful on some
{of the accomplishments), and on the
others we were able to move ahcad
anyway,” Blanchard sald,

Brotherton

State Rep. Sandy Brotherton, R-
Farmlngtlon, was candig in his assess.
ment of last year. "It doesn't scem we
reatly accomplished all that much, to
be honest.”

He 2ald time was absorbed by
lengthy debates on the tax Increase and

pportlo on Issues, Brotherton
. R ted against both.
‘Fle'npporhonment is ‘The tax /asue was vo'RcagpoTllonmtut i3 strictly an ex-
strictly an example of absolutely vital, nmpl_ehof  pomer politles of the worse
power politics of the because it's putiing o some of the nor dlsrict
worse type.’ the Michig b nay favar
— Rep. Sandy Brotherton into forward step.’ Brotherton said he was so dlsgusted by

~— Sen. Jack Faxon

L

INSIDE

Know someone doing something no-
table? Lot us know. Write: Inside An-
gles, Farmington Observer, 23352
Farmington Road, Farmington 48024.

KERRIE KAY PRIDEMORE, daughter
of Raymond and Betty Pridemore of Farmington
Hills and a junior majoring in psychology at North-
ern Mlchigan Unlversity, will serve as a resident
asslstant during winter semester. Resident assist-
ants provide leadership [n bomecoming and winter
fest festlvitles, help atudents with problems, and
advise the governmental unlts which belp to plan
soclal, recreatlonal, academic and cultural pro-
grams for the residence halls.

JUNIOR GROUP LEAGUE
GOODWILL membera had plenty to celebrate
this holiday season with a rd-breaking $71,000

those who qualify by ealling Loretta Conway, direc-
tor of senfor adult activities, at 474-6115, Ext, 286,
There are a limlted number of locks avallable and
the rule is first-come, first-served.

JOYCE ANNE ROGERS, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert A. Rogers, was graduated in win-
ter commencement exercises at Betmont College,
Nashville, Tenn, She received the bachelor of sci-
ence degree. Her degree involved a cooperatlve

with the V. L ly School
of Medi Nuclear Depart-
mellt. Joyce is a 1979 Farmington High School

proflt when the books were closed after their annu-
al pre-Christmas Antiques Market, Members have
passed the $2-milllon mark now in money to
help the handicapped belp themselves. By mid-Jan-
uary the cycle will begin agaln as members start
working toward thelr 37th annual sale.

TIMOTHY JOHN MALONE of Farm-
gton Hills was awarded a diploma from
y. He earned a

Loulsiana U
bachelor's degree In marketing.

LARA 1O ANSELMI of Farmlngton Hills
recelved her master of sclence degree in Epldem-
{ologic Science at graduation ceremonles at the
University of Michigan. She ia the daughter of
Dolph and Phyllls Anselmi and 2 1977 Harrison
High School graduate.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS interested in
attending Pontiac Business Institute-Farmington
can apply for §200 per term scholarships through
the Michigan Business Schools Assoclation. Dead-
1lne for applications 1s Feb. 29. For mora informa-

on, Interested students should eontact P.B.I
Schools at 333-7453.

WOMEN OF NORTH FARMINGTON
will feature Andrew Shaw, handwritlng analylst, at
their Jan. 19 meeting at Oakland Community Col-
lege. A luncheon will be served by the students {n
the gourmet cooking class. The price for this event
is $12. Anyone Interested in attending may call
Marion Prover no Iater than Jan. 11 at 471-4361,

JULIE WHELAN, daughter of James and
Judith Whelan of Farmington Hills and a student at.
Aquinas College, has been selactad to be included in
the 1984 edition of Who's Who Among Students in
American Unlversitiey and Colleges. Students
achleving this recognition are chosen based oo their
academic achlevement, service {o the cnmmunlug:

in po
tlal for contlnued success, Qutstanding students
have been honored in tho annual directory since it
was first published In 1834,

FREE DOOR LOCKS are avallable to
Farmington Hills resldenta who are £0 years or old-
¢r. The Farmington Hiila Police De; ent will
install two dead bolt locks and a door viewer for

FRED TRAVALENA, one of the entertaln-
ment world's most sought after alnger-impresslon-
ists, will do a beneflt for Providence Hospital, Fri-
day, Jan, 20 at Ford Audltorium, from the
show will go for Providence Hospital's planncd
F Center, an and peonatal
Intensive care unit for high risk mothers and criti-
cally ill infants, “This will be a fun-filled evening
for the entire family,” promise co-chaira Vir-
glnla Brock and Mrs. Beverly Moore. Tlckets are
priced at $15, $25 and $100 sponsors. The sponsors
will be Invited to a reception for Travelena after
the show. Tickets may be prrchased by check, VISA
or MasterCard. For more Information, contact the
Providence Hospltal Foundation at §52-9001,

JAMES T. ANDERSON of Farmlngton
has been named (o the President's List for (all
term, To achieve President's List recognlition, atu-
dents must earn a 4.0 grade-polnt on a 4.0 acale.
James Ia the aon of Gordon and Pat Anderson.

MARY RAUTH, a recent Michigan State
us from Fi

y Hitls,
recelved the MSU Board of Trustecs Award for
achleving the highest grade polnt average among
MSU's 1,901 fall term graduates, Mary, an audiolo-
gy and speech sclences major, s the doughter of
Theresa and Frank Rauth and a 1979 graduate of
Harrison High School.

AS COOL AUTUMN nights foretell the
colder weather, southeast Michigan cross-country
sklers are already eyeing their equipment in antici-
pation of the approaching ski season. One group of
skiers, the Independence Oaks Nordic Ski Patrol, is
particularly anxious to let the goods timeser. . .
stide. The 44-person unit, established in 1978, Is the
only one of its kind in southeast Michlgan. The pa-
trol 1s particolarly interested In recrulting new vol-
unteers year because of plans {o extend the
patrols to other Oakland County parks offering
cross-country skilng. Golf courses with aki facilities
include Glen Oaks In Farmingtoa Hills, Red Oaks in
Madison Helghts, Springfleld Oaks in Davisburg
and White Lake Oaks sear Pontiae. For more infor-
mation on the Nordle Ski patro), call Jim Meloche
at 879-8820 or 625-8389, or for informatien on Onk-
land County Parka cross country sk! programs,
Pphone 858-0908.

the debate that he “refused to have any
part of it, and I walked out® before the
vote,
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‘For too long It was felt
business was the
golden goose and you
couldn’t do anything
but pluck it. The resuit
is lost jobs,’

— Rep, Robert McGee

‘There were no major
accomplishments in
the legisiature,
because the governor
failed miserably in
directing.’

— Sen. Doug Cruce

He opposed the state income tax In-
crease, becauss “the admlnleiration
wasn't truthful with the people when it
sald there was a $1.5-billion deflclt in
the budget.” The accounting technlque
— reducing this year's income by
what's owed next year — never had
been used before, he sald.

Many legislators belleve a $500-mil-
lion deflelt is a more accurate figure,
h

e sald,
Brotherton did sce bright spots, in-
cluding leglslative attempts to cap
bealth carc coats, provide energy as-
surance packages for the poor and to
offer financial Incentives to keep emo-
tionally Impalred children at home.

Fessler

State. Sen, Richard Fessler, R-West
Bloomileld, sald hls wirh for the 1984
legislative scaslon Ls to see the “legisla-
ture settle down and start to do the
people’s business.” He sought earller
adjournment of the leglalature to case
the recent turmoil between the parties.

Working on ways to help business
also s high on his agenda for 1984,

“We're long overduc on passing legis-
latlon that would ald the small business
communlty,” he sald. *That would help
the economy and improve the business
environment.”

“We've got legislation pending that
would bring the single business tax
triggering mechaniam Into play,” Fes-
sler sald. "That would help the small
business people and bring jobs into the
state.”

£ bidhsions, ani

McGee

State Rep. Robert McGee, D-Unlon
Lake, whose district includes West
Bloomfield, emphasized that a major
priority for 1984 Is to make Mlichigan
more attractive to buslness.

"A few things have been started, but
there's a lot to be done,” McGeo zald.
“Attitudes bave to change.”

“For too long it was felt business was
the golden goose and you couldn't do
anything but pluck it,” he said. “The re-
sult I loat jobs.”

McGee predicts education wili be an-
other important issue next year.

“We've got study upon study on what
scems to Indicate it can't be neglected
any longer,” McGee sald. “Our number
one resource is our ehlldren.”

Berman

State Rep. Maxine Berman, D-South-
{leld, zald the tumultuous 1983 scssions
might have been improved If the gover-
nor better educated the public on the
income tax Increase.

Berman said the legislature could
have accomplished more, but noted it
did move forward on some very Im-

portant issues.
Examples were House actions on
terest rate for

the consumer’s benefit, creating Incen-
tives for businesses to locate In Michi-
gan and debates on closing and consali-
dating collcges and universlties.

The Prudent Purchaser Agreement
encourages eompetition ln the medieal

field and will help contaln costs. The
Encrgy Assurance Package ensures
poor people will have heat. Both passed
in the House. .

Looking nhead, Berman safd the ma-
Jor controversy toward the end of 1984
could be a ballot lssue on voters
cholce. It petltloners garmer enough
signatures, voters will e asked if the
publle thould vote on every tax In-
creaso or rollback. .

Faxon

State Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Southffeld,
sald attracting buslnesses to Michlgan
and thus improving the stale’s econo-
my Ls his No. 1 priority for 1984.

He sald there’s a need to “revise and
reform” school ald formulns.

Faxon sald more time should be ;

spent on leglslation for cleaning toxic
slies and preventing potentially dan-
gerous situations from occurring again.

Looking back at 1983, Faxon sald,
“The overwhelming major accomplish-
ment was (he restoration of (Michl-
gan's) credit {rating), and balancing the
budget.”

“The tax issue was absolutely vital,

because it's putting the Michigan econ- X

omy Into forward step,” be said.

Cruce

State Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, his
volce heavy with anger, sald tax and
budget issucs will remaln the hottest

subjects of debals ln the state leglsla- -

ture during 1984.

“Since he (Blanchard) felt he could
pasa the tax with his own party and
pass a budget that was 12-percent high-
er for 1984, we felt there was no reason
for us (Republicans) to give our en-
dorsement on other programe,” he sald.

“There were 0o major accomplish-

ANEN

ments In the leglslature, because the *

governor failed miserably In direct-
Ing,” Cruce sald.

When Democrats banded together to
pass the tax hike, they “caused us to be
ineffective to get involved in other pro-
gr:‘ms that could cost more money,” he
sald,

As for the future, Cruce said the leg-

islature would have to deal with reduc-
ing the income tax faster than s pres-

y planned. Also, the 1984 budget -

entl;
must be slashed before other programs
are considercd, he sald.

Since the “ball is In the

tunizg the other prograns,” Cruce said.
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