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This coach
IS surprise

URNING INTQ the snowy, empty parking

Iot along side of the Farmington Tralning|

Center, she became aware of another car

following her. The car turned into the!

same snowy, empty parking lot. She hesltated be-

{fore exlting her car, A girl can't be oo carefyl]

these days, especially in a snowy, empty parking
fot.

The sportswriter, who was in the other car (they|
were both golng to the Farmingtan-Livonla Steven-
son volleyball game), was aware of the girl’s cau-
tion.

“There Is supposed to be a volleyball game here,
isn't there?” sald the sportswriter after the glrl bad
gotten out of her car. He figured she waa one of the
players. He had hoped to rest ber fears, if, Indeed,
she had any. .

“I' HOPE $0,” said the gir], In a surprisingly ma-
ture volee, one that didn't tit her younglsh appear-|
ance,

“Are you a player?”

*No, I'm the coach.”

“Oh, you must be Kim.”

Klm O'Neill Is the new varsity volleyball coach
at Farmington High. She s an ultra-petite woman)|
of 21 years. Her clothes are styllsh: tight cords
tucked tnto her short boots and a glistening, eye-|
catching top.

Kim O'Neill does not look llke a varsity volley-
ball coach. An unknowing spectator entering the!
Training Center to watch Farmington play would
have difficulty dlstinguishing the coach from the|
players.

Enter the vislting team from Livonta,

STEVENSON IS coached by Lee Cagle. Cagle|
looks llke a volleyball coach = ho wears a
tic, sweater, dress alacks. He bs, perbaps, in his late|
20s, carly 30s. He has been very successiul In his|
six years at Stevenson, His team haa lost to Farm.|
Ingion only once in that period, -
“ “You know, it's a different ballgame coaching af]
the varsity tevel,” Cagle sald before the game. *You|
can’t be one of the players. You bave be the coach,
flrat. You have to kind of separate yourselfl from|
the players and establish your authordty, or else youl
won't get anything accomptished.”

Q'Neill doesn’t buy that philosophy, She belleves)
in belng *one of the girls.” She belleves she can be|
friend and coach to her players, sf)

Monday night.

RANDY

Jill Waterman rises to her feet and watches as one of her numer-
ous saves sails back over the net, Waterman was everywhere, it
seemed, for Farmington, but it wasn’t enough to defeat Stovenson

Spartans’ size spikes Falcons

By Chris McCosky
stal writer .

' For a minute there, it secmed almost possible, It
uppc‘ared Lb‘:at ﬂn!-y‘c‘ar coach Kim O'Nelll's pre-
m v

volleyball

her team
would knock off talented Livonia Stevenson, might
come true,

Tralllng 2-0 In the first game Monday, Farming-
ton ratiled off nine unanswered polnts, seven In a
row vla the viclous serves of Laura Varty, and
foreed Stevenson coach Lee Cagle to call time out.

“I was worrfed,” Cagle said, “but Yyou try not to
show 4. Slnce Christmas, we have started real stosy.
But then we plck up real fast.”

Indoed. After the time aut, the much tailer Ste-

game 15-9,

THE SPARTANS' run seemed to deflate the
charged-up Faleons, The second game went to Ste-
venson 15-7, The two games combined lasted 40
mibutes,

“Once we estnblished the net, It made the rest of
It a lot easler,” Cagle sald,

It wasn't dlffleult to get the net game establish-
ed. Stevenson staris a front lne of 6-foot-1, 8-foot,
§-foot-10 and 5-foot-8 players. Taml Scurot and
Lisa Bokovoy comblned for 22 splkes In the two

. games and coninually kept the Falcons on the deo-
{fense throughout the match,

*“Our passing started to go real bad in tho second
game,” O'Nettl aaid. “And they are just so tall, they
took the net away. We were having to dig splkes ait
nlg,hl._lt's tough to get any offense going agalnst

em.
"Bul. O'Nelil said she was pleased with ber team's
effort.

ustin out,

The North Farmington volleyball team leamcd
something Monday night. It learned that, as much
23 they would prefer not to, they could win without
Amy Austin,

Austin, a potential all-stater, sprained her aokle
early in the match agalnst Brighton. Austln was
scheduled to have the ankle X-rayed Tucsday.

To the Hafders’ rescue came Pattl and Mary
Kozlekl, Julie Pistole and Brooks Landback — and
the Ralders prevalled over a talented Brighton
team In three games, 15-12, 9-15, 15-13,

“They learned something that I kave known
about them for a long time,” sald Ralder coach San-
dy L “They learned that they are capa-
ble of playlng good team ball. It's nice to have a
player of Amy’s ability, but in volleyball, you can't
do it with just one player. They found out that they
could pull together.”

PATTI KOZICKI won the pralse of Lublenlecki,

venson tcam scored the next 13 polnts and won the

“It’s not Hlke I'm ashamed of my players, They
came out all charged up and played real good In the
firat game. They gave 100 percent and they just got
beat. I can't ask anything more from them.”

BESIDES THE net play, Cagle got an excellent
clffort from Kathy Balcoff, who's nine serving
points in the flrst game helped the Spartans over-
come the Falcons’ early surge, Linda Loe!fler, Pam
Griffin and Balcolf keyed the net game with out-
standing dlgs and sets, "

“Pam and Linda and Kathy really controlled the
backcourt for us. They did an outstanding job,*
Caglesald.

Farmington got strong floor play from Laura
Spence, Tara Twomey and Jill Waterman, The two
made some spectacular dlving saves on Spartan
splkes. Unfortunately for the Falcons, the splkes
were (00 fast and Irequent Lo save them all.

"We wlll play them agaln,” sald O'Nelll, who
hasn’t given up on the bellef that her team can de-
feat the mighty Spartans, “We bave the talent to do
it. I think that being tall Is an advantage in this
game, but I'm a firm believer that you do not have
to be tall to be a good volleyball player, Passing is
&elgnt Important skill and that’s what we lacked

night.”

Stevenson (2-0) will host Plymouth Salem on
l&:on:iny. Farmington (2-1) travels to Canton to-
alght.

North wins

Kozlckl's seitlng proflciency stabllized the Ralder
attack.

“She really directed the team,” Lublenlecki sald.
“It was a real cllifbanger and a real fun match. We
needed her leadership out there.” N

Pilstole came off the bench when Ausiln went
down, and turned in a auperb performance. She was
2 major force at the net both hitting and blocking.

Landback, a junlor, came off the bench and didn't
miss a serve, She hit effectively, 80 percent suce
cessful hits and 40 pereent aces.

Mary Kozicki was the Rafders’ top hltter. She
was successful on 18 of 20 hits and scored six aces.

The match was cvenly played throughout the
three games. In the third game, Lublenlecki made a
plvotal strategy change.

“1saw that they were sltting back on our spikes.
So, we declded to go to our off-speed game. Instead
of spiking we'd tip the ball or have Pattl send It
across instend of setting It,” she sald.

*[ think you have to be their friend in order to bel
thelr coach,” O’Nelll sald. *I want them to know L]
they have a problem they can talk to me about L. I
want to be able to communicate with them both as
my players and my friends.”

That philosaphy bucks accepted traditlon. But, it
scema to be working tor O'Nelll,

“OH, YOU wouldn't belleve the improvement
I've scen. I have elght junlors on this team that
played on my JV team last year. That team was)
something ltke 4-10. There's been £0 much improve-
ment. The girts are willlng to work bard. They real-
ly want to improve,® 0'NeiHl sald.

An example of how anxious the Falcons are to|
Improve: The Falcons wanted badly to beat Steven-
son lnst Monday. Stevenson is onc of the Western
Lakes powers. No practice was scheduled over the
weekend, 80 the players asked O'Neill if they could
practice on Sunday. Thal's wanting {o win,

Belng both coach and friend could present some
problems — like discipline. This ls another area in
which O'Netlt veers from coaching tradition.

“I'don’t yell at my players. As long as they give
100 percent effort and do their best, then I can't ask.
for anything else. Like tonight, some of the girls
were shoking, real nervous, and I Just told them,
‘Hey, If you lese, you lose. It won't be the ond of the
worid, Sust 55 oit there and du your best,’

“Don't get me wrong, I like to win. It's just that,
you have to have fun flrst.”

{wo successful mentors ~ Ron Shortt, the former
Farmington coach now at Farmington Harrison,
and Mike O'Toole from Schoolcraft Community
College, who retired after last season.

Though zhe has taken much from ber two men-
ters, she has also purposely forgotien some of their
lessons, )

“The glrls had some problems with Ron last

year,” O'Nelll sald. I don’t know If it was becauso
‘| he was male or what, but the girls really couldn't
‘feommunlcate with him. The girls seem to really!

open up to me. I think that really helps,
"With Mr. O'Toole, ho was too tough and hard to|

-want to be the kind of coach who always yells at the
‘players. I think that does more harm than good,

*I can be firm. I mean, the players know when I
put my foot down I mean business, They whal
1 expect out of them. I know Ron Shortt doesn't
‘belleve in this, but for me, being thetr friend helj
e be a better coach, We are friends, but l.be,vttm
respoct me 2a a coach. They know who's in charge
and If they don't do'as I say, then they do laps or

“

The pretty little girl you see on the volleyball
court in the stylish clothes may not look like & var-

-|sity coack. But Kim O'Nelld 18 proof that appear-
ances can indeed be decelving,
: P

N

O'NEILL HAS learned her coaching craft from -

‘'get along with. I learned & Jot from him, but I don't| .
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Falcons’ upset bid
scares the Rocks

By Rich Swenson
statt writor

When Plymouth Satem's cagers came out In the
first quarter against Farmington Tuesday nlght,
they still had plenty. of flrepower left over from
last Friday's impressive 88-57 win over Llvonia
Stevenson,

But then the bottom fell out and the Rocks had to
struggle to earn a 89-54 decision over the 1-5 Fal-
cons. The flna] acore was no indlcation of how close
tha game was. . -

‘The Rocks roared to an 18-8 first quarter lead
after canning seven of ita flrat eight shots, and It
looked Iike Lhe Falcons were golng tn get blown
right out of the gym.

But Farmington, {gnited by Junior guard Bruce
Kratt's seven points, came right baek in the second
quarter, outscoring the Rocks 21-10 to pull within
one at kalftime, 26-27,

AND THE ROCKS kncw they were in a balt.
game. .

“They are a much better team than thetr record
Indlcates,” Satem coach Fred Thomann sald, *In the
second quarter, we tried (o do 2 couple different
things defensively. We tried some traps, tut they
ook us out of position. They dld a nice job of recog-
nlxirg our ddm}se — they hit the right spots on the
court.”

Thomann must have said the right things at hall-
time, because the Rocks started the second balf ay
they did the flrat, connecting on four of thelr. first
{lvi shots to take control of the game with a 38-2¢
e

Senior Rick Berberet muat hava been paying spe-
clal attention. Saddled with four fouls, the bulky 8-
foot-§ center poured In five long-range jump shots
in & row, and they caught nothing but net. He fin.
{shed wilh a game-high 22 points. .

"He's been pretty consistent ali year,” Thomann
sald. “When ho’s on balance and he scts up, he's a
good shooter.”

DESPITE HI5 TEAM'S poor play in the second
quarier, Thomann was sallafled with the Rocks’ ef-
fort, \rhlch gave them their alxth stralght win with.
out & loss.

" and physical Northville team tonight. The Mus.

Jbasketball

“It's difficult for young players to come off an
emational Stevenson game and atill play well,” he
sald, "When we jumped out in the first quarter, ev-

erything was going our way. But then we loat It, All
inall, 'm satisfied with our play.”

For Farmington coach Richard Roy, it was an-
other in a serles of frustrating losses.

"We were Intimidated In the first quarter — weo
dldn’t show enough patlence.” he sald, *We played
much better defensively in the second quarter that
led 10 some baskets, Our kids don't reallze that a lot
of points come off playing good defensa,”

“I told them that Saler would como out fired up
in the third quarter,” he added. “We started trying
to burry {t up agaln. Unfortunately, we ran Into a
hot shooter (Berberet). I'm not happy to lose, but I
was pleased with our effort.”

HE ESPECIALLY praised the play of his guards.
Senlor' Scott Hayosh, making his first start In the
l2st couple of games, responded with a team-high
18 cgchm. including 18 in the second half, while
backcourt partner Kratt pitched in 13. Forward
Tim Carruthers also added 13.

Berberet got plenty of help from hls teammates,
Guards Jeff Arnold and Mike White contributed 10

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

STEPHEN C,

ANTRELL/s1aft photographer

CC's Jahn Mcintyre scored 23 points, but it was a rough night for
him and the Shamrocks,

CC can’t Kolp with
red-hot Warriors

And yet it was the outalde shooting of
Andy Kolp that won It for the Warriors,

polota aplece, while Barry Bell and Erich Hartaett
each had nine,

Salem outshot Farmington from the fieid, con- expected
ascting on a respectable 29 of 56 shots (52 percent).
‘The Falcons managed only 21 of 50 (42 percent).

Fi won honors from the free throw line,
however, hitting an Impressive 15 of 31 (72 per-
lz!to;ﬂ.), ‘The Rocks made just over f(fty percent (11 of

The Rocks will be put to the test against a tall

Oh,

logical manner.
tangs have returned all of ita starters from last

year.
Things won't get any easier for the Falcons, who
Churchifl,

meet -1 l.lm‘lx ot

berholtx.
X

Flrst of al), it was not the kind of
basketball game that might have been

After all, Rice had a huge ndvantage
consldering CC’s startlng center, Paul
Tavana, stands only &-foot-1 compared
Matt Dingens and 67 Jeff He-

who are now 5-1 averall and 3-0 Io the
Cathollc League's Central Division, CC
fell to 3-5 overall and 1-2 in the Central
Division.

But Blrmingham Brother Rice-Red-
ford Cathollc Central games rarely are,
Rlce won Tuesday's contest,
which was expected, by a 55-48 count,
But the Warrlors' victory was not as
convineing as what might have heen
anticipated, nor was it delivered in a

“I THINK WE played very bard but
the emotion of these games with Catho-
lie Central get the best of you," sald
Rice coach Nick Contl. “Offcnsively,
we were playlng a Little too fast, but we
weren't having too much dlfflculty get-
ting Andy (Kolp) shota.

"We've secen n lot of teams pack
(thelr zone defense) in agalnst the big
men, and at times it'a frustrating.”

Pleasa turn to Pago 2

L



