Control of schools chalienged

By Tim Richare
slall writor

Michigan ufudenu can look forward
to "a more rigorous curriculum” ~
partleutarly in forelgn languages — if
state school superintendent Philip E.
Runkel's proposals are adopted by

Supt. Runkel calls for changes
in curriculum, accreditation

2aid Runkel, tbe only auperintendent of

‘gubUe Instruction in 90 years who has

written studeot performance stand-
ards, and lengthening the school day

“cducational structures where school
districta joln together to provide unique
programs.

"Time Is important in beglaning to
make these changes. The tum of the
century seems distant, but children
born in 1984 could be graduating from
high school Inm the year 2000.

State Board of Education, local school headed major school districta (Grand and school year. "The time Is now, then, to adopt pro-
districts, colleges and the leaismu:e. Raplds and Utica) before reaching the grams and improvemeots which will
And in a major departure’ from No. 1 state post. ® “To create & better learning envl-  prepare Michigan's young people and

s traditlon of mmult. & comprehensive school-plan-  adults for both today’s challenges and

local autonomy, the state board would MANY MAJOR recommendations of ning process to address issues of home-  those of the new century. This Is the

accredit local school districts.
“Each local district should continue

to have ,],ulsdictlnn over its total cur- meetlng. Recommendations for more gifted and talented and preschoo Michigan citizens of the year 2000 can
riculum,” the report sald, “but it scems  emphasis on communlcallons skills, . Iool: back on wu not as the mind-
clear now that the time has come to  sclence, math, “h ® “To the in- yed In the novel
require by state law certain studles, 10 more days per year of class- cmued cmphasu on professional de- ‘1984’ but u n “time when Mlchigan
standards. room work and teacher impi and salarfes.”  took antoher step forward to nurture

The c!ght-mumber state board was
scheduled to vote on the package
But board

* the two-year plan had beea leaked Lo

the press days beforo this week’s board

work, discipline, attendance and drop-
outs; and funding speclal pmguuu for

aim.
“If the plan’s goals are reached,

were well known.
But the releascd‘uxt revealed a

® To dellver edacational services,

the education of all its citlzens.”

m-
ments at a news conference Indicated
1t would pass caslly.

IF LOCAL boards fail to adopt (he
“recommendatlons” by 1988, the state
board will ask the governor and legisla-
ture to require them by law,

“Few states allow as much Joeal con-
trol as Michigan,” said board member
Norman O. Stockmeyer Sr, of Westland
as Runkel unvelled a book of 15 recom-
mendations late Tuesday, “Thls pro-
gram iso't to give us more work or
more power."

“Local autonomy [s not an end n it-
self; It s not a sacred cow,” sald mem-
ger John Watanen Jr, a Michigan

1

on forcign 1
ut au levels of achools — elemenury.
bigh school and college.

“It's shameful that so many Ameri-
cans are mono-lingual,” sald Watanen,
the Michlgan Tech professor. “How
many American businessmen can
speak Japanese compared to how many
Japanese businessmen can speak Eng-
lsh? How many Americans In the
Teheran embazsy (selzed by Iranlans in
1979) could speak Parsl? Many nations
are billngual by statute.”

“If I were a atudent In business ad-
minlstratlon or engineering, I would
seck to be bilingual” added board
member Edmund Vandette, a Northern
Michigan University professor from

from Marquette.

“Michigan s one of 15 atates out of
50 with no central agency acerediting
schools,” sald member Annctta Miller
of Huntington Woods. Although the ac-

redlﬂ.ng plan‘was lnsl)in a 25-page llsl
she

“It's necessary for peace in the
world,” sald Mlller.

An assistant to Runkel noted the
state superintendent is a “globallat™

who has traveled throughout China and.

Eurvpe and was once superintendent of

trc most Important.
“The fundamcntal lssue ts the needs

of students, not who has turf or power,”

school In Athens, Greece.
LOCAL SCHOOL boards were asked
to:

® “Develop foreign languages at the
clementary level. , ,based on commu-
nicatlons, understanding and foreign
language proficlency.”

e Encourage college-baund high
school atudents to take “at least two
years of a foreign Janguage.”

The only academlc re.ommendation
made to the state’s 13 public colleges
and 20 community colleges was in the
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