Respite home aids families

By Carof Azizlan
olatf writer

Scotty ambled into tho kitchen,
clutching hls muslc box. Mesmerized
by the simple tunes, “Row Row Row
Your Boat® and “London Bridges,* be
showed his favorite toy to the visitor.
With a sheeplsh grin, he clapped his
hands, hoplng she would enjoy the mu-
slc as much as he did.

Leaving the toy In her hands, he
wrapped his arms around her neck,
then walked quletly out of the room.

“That's his way of saying I love you,”
noted his mother, Jane Murphy of W.
Bloomtield Township,

Scotty can't lalk He's not tollet
trained and ke can't dress himsell. He
performs cognitive tasks at the level of
2 14-month-old.

The 14-ycar-old has been severely
mentally Impaired since birth. He
auffers from selrures regularly, Some-
times, they're 80 severe that he falls
and hurts himself,

Scotty's neurologleal disorders have
caused a tremendous emotfonal and i~
nancial drain op his famlly, But his
parents chose to keep him at home
rather than place him In an institution
or foster home.

“It (sending him nwny) never was a
consideration for us,® Murpby said.
“Sometimes, I think I'd just play tennts
alt day I Scolty weren't home, But he's
changed our priorities, He's shawed our
family how to love and lead & more re-
sponsible exlstence.”

WITH THE help of staffers from the’
Wing Lake Development Ceater and
her four other children, Murphy has
managed fo meet Scotty's needs.

But she needs a break to take brief
vacations or alecp in on Saturday
moralngs, she sald. Rather than com-
plaining, Murphy joined with other par-
ents {rom the Wing Lake center and the
Oakland County Natural Family Sup-
port Group to [Ind a solution.

The eulmination of thelr flve-year

Jolned the Qokland

long effort s a resplte home, a tempo-
rary care facillty for severely retarded
children up to 18 years old.

The Macomb-Qakland Regional Cen-
ter, a state agency, has agreed to set up
and menitor Oakland County's first

- respite home at Lahser, north of 13

Mile In Beverly Hills. Staffers from the
Detrolt Baptist Chlldren's Home in
Roya) Oak will provide supervision.
“This 13 a big triumph for us,” Mur-
phy sald. “But {t's been a long time
coming. I really thought it would hap-
faster,”

Murphy's struggle began seven years
ago when she moved here from Marin
County, Callf. Amtomed to a atate—
financed support sys
shocked to flnd no wplw um mzu-
ties in Michigan. (The Rose Kenncdy
Center In Wayne County, which opened
nearly four years age, was among the
first)

“There were 80 many aupport sys-
tems In Californla. It was a way of Ilfe.
The state would come to your door and
ask what services you needed.

“When I moved here, I (discovered)
the mothers were reticent to agk fqg
help. It was as if they felt guilty abg
1t. The attitude seemed to be, God ¢

‘Famlly Suppert Group, w!uch draws/

Scouting around for gkcs,

a Beverly Hilla hom owngd by the .

Christ Child Saclety. Jor seyéral years,
the soclety operategé schodl for learn-
Ing disabled chlldgn in e home and
had planned to shy It d

“We wanted facllity to be
centrally loca(Al (to adrvico all flve de-
velopment cgiters),>Murphy sald. “We

also wantey @ homelike atmosphere,

not an inftution. This home, when
Ilxed up, /a8 g0od possibllities.”
The ptents boped Macomb Oakland

Reglopl Center would belp them sc-
cure A¢ home for a resplte care facili-
ty, Jstead, MORC declded to rent the
fopher school and open a vocational
ter for retarded adults,

durphy explained. *They dldn‘t have to
‘spead any money td'change it."

STILL DE.'I'ERMINED to flght,
Murphy battled bureaucratic red tape
and atate budget ahortages before win-
ning her war,

*Even [n the late 1970s, when the
mte had mauey, lt was d.lmcult to ftnd
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em to do something different even If

it will help them.*

While somo renls fought for
resplie care, others Jobbled for legisla-
tlon to help pay the biils.

Winnlng the support of First Lady
Paula Blanchard and €. Patrick Bab-
cock, sdirector of the De; of
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lles pay $1,! sllll for specially-designed
wheelchalrs.

Medlcal bills for severely handi-
capped children are exorbitant, she
noted. "Scotty scea a pedlatriclan, neu-
reloglst, orthopedlst and opthamolo-
glat, Everytime somcthing happens, he
because he won't

Mental Health, the group pressed for
new laws to subsldize home care.

As o resull of thelr efforts, a blll was
signed info law by the governor last
month. The Family Support Subsidy
Act provides $2,600 a year for families
who are struggling to keep thelr se-
verely dlaabled children at home.

Accordlng to State Rep. Debble Sta-
benow, D-Lansing, the legialation's
sponsor, the bill could save the stato
about $47,000 per child each year. It
costs the state $50,000 & year to keep a
child in an Institution and from
$15,000-330,000 a year to place him in
a foster home, ahe xald,

PAMILIES MAY usc the mondy to
pay for medical bills, baby-altters,
wheelchalrs, renovations to make
homes er-free and resplte care,
The state subsidy ends when a chitd
turns 18 and quallfies for federal Sup-
plemental Security Income payments.

Although tho Murphys aren't eligible
to veceive the state money (familles
with incomes of more (han $60,000
don't qualify), they atill consider it a
major victory.

“We can afford the things we need
for Scotty. But some families can't.
The costs are unreal. Just recently, I
priced a potty scat at $250. Some fami-

Tho Jack Cox femily of
London, England wers o
thnilted when 1heir hen, Pog-
garty laid har fuit agg that
thay placed & Want Ad 20.
nouncing it in the prestig:
ious London Times.

e Inst time he had-hls teeth
cleaned and fixed, It cost us $2,000. He
suffered complicationa from (he
anesthetic and had to stay overnight in
ped!iatric intensive care.”

Despite the many trying moments,
there are some joyous ones,

When Scotty correctly identifles the

CPR session to

ith retarded children

plcture in his book indlcating be wants

more oyster crackers (one of his favor- -

Ite lood.s), bls mother happily rewards

Whm kls nelghbors movw the lawn, he
watches intently. “One neighbor told us
Scotty was the only person who gave
kim 2 lmndlng ovation for cutting tho
grass,” Murphy said with a laugh,

And, when his famlly hops into the -
car for & ride, Scotty shows everyone .
how appreciative he can be. “Ho loves ..

car rides,” explalned his mother, “He'il
g0 anywhere.

“We're golng to get him a job on a
Greyhound bus that makes frequent
stops at McDonald’s,” she joked.

be offered-

A b4
class will be 7-10 p.m. Monday, Jan, 16,
at tho Whitman Center, 32235 W. Chl-
cago, between Farminglon and Merrl-

man,
The American Heart Assoctation of

wlli provide instructlon in the
life-saving method at a $2 cost (chiecks
are preferred). Preregistration Is nec-
essary, and should be completed as
s00n as possible,

For more informatlon, call 425-2333.

- [ SQUARE LAXE O\ :
v‘ Ny

Spa”

» VANELI
* QWEST

» CAPEZZIO
* JOYCE

"1

* JACQUESLEVINE

DOOR BUSTER SALE!
3 DAYS ONLY

Thursday - Friday - Saturday
jJanuary 13, 14, 15 .

WOMEN'S

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED SHOES

* NINA
 NICKLES
+ ANDIAMOS

* OLD MAINTROTTERS

JORDACHE

88

*2000 pr. available

WHILE THEY LAST...

ENTIRE STOCK OF DESIGNER SHOES
« ANDREW GELLER

- EVANPICONE
%)

* AMALF|
* PALIZZO
* ALLURE

i)

@ixmz‘nglmm ,@esig ner Shoes

163 N. Woodward » Birmingham
Across from Crowley's » 642-3255
Open Thus. & Frl. 'til § PM/Sat. to 5:30 PM

Claymore's “Sale of Our Time"”

WINTER

SALE

20% to 50°
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On our regular merchandise
Fine traditional clothing for men, women, boys

Savings of 20% to 50 may berealized on a significant por-
tion of our regular fall and winter merchandise, This is the
sale that connoisseurs of fine traditional men's, women's
and boy's clothing and accessories cagerly await.
American Express, MasterCard, and Visa will be
honored.
As always the Claymore Shop's Sale is a “*sale™ in the
true sense of the word, with exceptional price reductions
on our existing merchandise.
Samc of the finest merchandise, we might add, thatit's
ever been our pleasure to offer.
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