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i A new kind ff house buyer, with a pent-up de-
mand, will forge butlders to put up smaller houses,
many of them f “clusier” developments.

'nm forecsgt came from leaders of the Bullders

(BASM)
weck They cheerfully predicted building twice the

number of gnits as in 1983 though only hall as:

many as |n fie peak year of 1978,
ple demand a different kind of hous-
irig.” sald Paul Robertson Jr. of Robertson Broth-
+ers, headghertered in Bloomficld Township, “It's a
nnt(]er of demographics. We have a new proflle
suple.

"IN 1J50 something llke 63 percent were the
traditiotal ‘Leave It to Beaver’ famllies — father
working mother taking care of the kids.

‘In 1)84 only 18 percent are traditional familtes.
The otjer 84 percent are different,” sald Robert-
son, flfst vice president of BASM. He fInds more
workitg eouplm and fewer children.

“Buyers don’t need the four-bedroom, 2% -bath
house with a den."

“Ihe flve-bedroom house s almost unmarket-
able;’ added Dennls P. Dicksteln o( Ralph Manuel
Assotiates of Birmlngham."

Bulders agreed the thrwbcdroom house wlll be
most’in demand and that the two-bedroom unlt,
once mmldercd unmnrkcu:ble wlll be a safe buy,

A MMOR complalat of put years — tight build-
ing restrictions, particularly in Canton Township —
was voiced more softly this year.

BASM Presldent Richard Roeser said the assocl-
atlon' would "contlnue to place Increased emphasis
on working with state and local legialative bodles to
modlfy the various ordinances and statutes . . .
which are restrictive and unreasonable and result
In addlng costs which do not make for better hous-
Ing — vnly more expenslve houslng.”

But whea asked if they had made any progress in
the lJast ycar, Robertson reported “a dramatic
change" In the attitude of local governments, “Our
company Is in four dlfferent municlpalities — Bev-
erly Hills, Blrmingham, Bloomileld Hills and
moamli:u “Townshlp. They have adopted cluster
ordinances which allow higher densitics.

“There has been an easlng of zonlng ordinances
for singlé-family detached dwelllngs on 80-, 90- or
100-foot lots.

"West Bloom{leld Township has a cluster ordi
nance, too, It'a coming, and cnming pretty rapldly,
sald Robertson, adding, “I can’t speak for Cany

Township.”

OTIHER PREDICTIONS and observatlons bythe
BASM's officers:

® Most popular price ranges will be /low™
{$60,000 to $80,000) and high ($150,000
Prices bave heen stable In the last year,
some drywall shortages coutd result ln creases
for that material,
® Many of the older, more skilld bullding
tradesmen stayed in the tri-county regon through
the recession. "We see more persony and direct
responsibillty on the part of the workt. The gener-
al worker today cares,” said Robe R. Jones of
Robett R. Jones Assoclates. .
® Hot market spots will be by, Novi, Avon
Towmship, Bloomfleld Townshy and Sterling
Helghts In Oakland County and Livonla in Wayne
Counly.

@ Nearly 10,000 bullding pe
In the metropolltan area, doubt the nearly 5,000 In
1983 and far more than the bgtom 2,742 permits In
1982, But they are “a long fay from what is nor-

Master gdrdener
candidates sought

A master gardenerfraining program starts Feb.
3 in Oakland Countyf Ten scssions will be beld on
Tuesdays from 10-3).m. in the North Offlce Bulld-

Oakland County Government

Compilex on Telegrfph Road, Pontiac.
Master gardenef is dulgned for people with at
least a
However, no prey us!nrmnl training Is requlred.

Master gardenr candidates are also expected to
volunteer at leay 3¢ hours of thelr time during the
upcomling garddiing season, staffing plant clinles,
answering telefione hotlines or giving gardening
talks,

atlon to the tralnlng program, catt
unty offlec of the Mlchigan State
Unlversity Excnsion Service at B5B-0887,
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Optimistic bu1|ders predict 10, 000 units in ’84

mal productlon,” sald Roeser, deflning nermal u
the 20,000 unlts started during 1978.

® Consumer confidence Is high, Many yowig
couples have been doubling up with parents snd
want thelr own home. Apariment owners have/low
vacancy rates, a sign that many who have/been
rentlng will want to move to a house. Tho, 40,000

» AIUlnug‘h no numbers were avallable, Rocser
sald a “surprising number of builders survived (the
four-year recesslon) ~ a Jot more than any of us
anticlpated.” Added Irvin Yackness, BASM's gener-

. al counsel, “Many butlders diversified Into smatl

offices, commerclal buildings, remodeling and re-
habllitation.”

THE CLOUD hanging over the bullding industry,
Roeser sald, Is the high interest rates caused by the
nearly $200-billlon h:dcral ‘deflcit, which soaks up

credit that could otherwlse go Into housing mort-
gages.

Roeser predicted unless Congress and the
Reagan Admlnlstratlon reduce the deficlt, the
prime interest rate could soar again to more than
20 pereent.

“Unfortunately, during an electlon year, nobody

In pollticat office likes to talk about cutting spend-
Ing or increasing taxes,” Rocse sald,

malier houses to suit new kinds of families

‘In 1984 only 16
percent are
traditional familics.
Buyers don't need
the four-bedroom,

2%-bath house with

aden,’

* "Homerama" show visltors have been viplhly en-
thuslastic,
@ Brick will contlnue to be costly, Buyers will
see blends of masol and other materials,
Y
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L o 260 Town Center Drive ® Across from Fairlane Mall ® Dg

Southfield ® Telegraph at 12 Mile ® Phone: 353
Troy ® W. Blg Beaver at Crooks ® Phone: 649§

Grand Rapids & 28th & Breton Rd. ® Phone:
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