)

Recently [ asked a friend If she were
golng to buy a personal

'Picking a computer

water, pechaps you shouldn't buy a per-
sonal :

“What for?” she asked, *I bave a flne

- electric typewriter, good caleulator

and a half-empty fillng cablnet, And I
hato video games,” -

In ber case, she {3 probably right.
However, when microwave ovens were
the rago a few years back, she bought
one, even though she already had a
standard range, popcorn maker and
egg poacher.

. Something can be sald for efficlency,
sccuracy and speed, .

1 you have a microwave and yse it
only for making popcorn and botllng

On the other hand, if you have deter-
mined that a personal computer conld
help simpllfy your complex lfe, your
pext step Is to buy onc most suited to
your noeds,

) .
- THE-SELECTION process can be
easy if you remember the following ac-
ronym: C O M P U T E (Cost, Opera-
tlon, Memory, Programs, User friendy,
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(WB.F-13AXO1A

is as easy as C-0O-M-P-U-T-

(read-on}

3300 to well over $2,000. Decide on &

cost celling and see how well it mateh.

€1 what you want the computer to do,
Opeulln‘n — Manuals of

Y y) stores

the comupter needs, such as what the
ictter “a” looks like. ROM Is read as
needed and cannot 'be added to. RAM
{random-access-memory) Is where you
store the information you are working
on, Both of thess ara measuwed In

yles, A computer with a minlmum
FAM of 43K {48,000 bytes) Is popular
and can run games, educational pro-

E

black and white or color, should e
easy to read wlth no eyestraln, Periph-
eral equipment such as o dlsk drives,
rinters, modems and joy sticks should
m?!ph to book up, use and trouble
shoot If necessary,

Techulcal support — We hate to
thiok of repairs and service when we
buy a computer, but we cansot afford
to avlerloak service whea buying a per-
sonal

struction on operating the personal
computer. Ask (o sce user

grams, and word '3

read a few pages to sce If you under-

Technical support, Expandabllity).
Cost — Firat, the amount
g.! money you &re to spend.

tlons are extremely Important, Don't

a personal syw
tem can range o price from less m&

et ple overwhelm you with
Jargon. What you want ks almple In-®

-stand the Try it out, You
and [nstruc-  wouldn't buy a pair of shoes without
flrat trying them on.

Memory — Computer memory can
be confusing to the neophyte. ROM

Oakland traffic deaths dip to 21-year low

Last year Oakland Cour:lty had the fewest trafile
fatalitles In 21 yéars according to the Trafflc Im-
provement Association (TIA).

Bruce Madsen, TIA mansging director, sajd the
d In trafflc is y slgnifl.
cant because there hag been an 85 percent incrense
In the annual rate of miles traveled since 1981,

There were 111 traffic deaths reported In 1983, a
285 gcrceut reduction compared to *82, Not since
1981 have fewer traffic deaths been recorded.

From 1965 to *75, Oakland recorded 160 to 200
traffic deaths annually,

“IE tralfic fatalltfes [n Oakland County had kept

g:cce with miies traveled since 1961, wo would have
0 reporting 200 lives lost [n 1983,” Madsen sald.

The statewide total of traffic fatalities last year

CIGAR SMOKERS
CHECK THIS OUT..,
Macanudo . . 25 CIQARS
Baron Rothachild $29%

We Pay the Sales Tax!
| Other Macanudo Clgars o1 Simllar Sovings
Humidor Oner»e viimato smoxa shop
TEN MILE AT EVERGREEN ]
356-4600 = e |

Birdieeders, Bird Seed, Binoculars, Fiald Guides
and Other Gifts

, .+
A Bird’s Eye View
Specialists in Backyard Bird Fesding
Thistle Seed - $4.20/w.

Mixed Seed . $8.50/501b. bag
(White Mitlat, Cracked Corn, Oiled Sunflower)

Owned & Oparsted
D pam
d . .
431 Pine Stroet 3
656-0079 Rochester  min saisioa

:v’nas 1,297 or 8.5 percent less than the 1,417 kllled In
2,

TIA believes the county’s drunk driving project
bas played a slgnificant role in the fatality reduc-
tlon.

Since the project was started In 1980, alcobol-
related accldents In tho county have been reduced

by 20 percent. Almost half of these accidents would
bave been classified as fatal or serious, according
TIA.

Other factors which belped keep fatalltics down
clude { in traffic

g, law
enformeement, emergency medlcal services and
vehlcle saftey engineering, TIA sald,

Programs — The availabllity of
ready-to-use software (canned pro-
grams) ix important. Many experts be-
Ueye you should first decide on the sof-
ware you want, then buy a computer
that runs that software,

True,mmwrluywrnwnym-
grams, but this will come much later.,
All personal computers run on BASIC,
and some of the more expensive ones
also use FORTRAN, COBOL, PASCAL
and LOGO. Lastly, keep In mind, not all
computers have the same quallty and
quantity of software,

User friendly — Thia is more than
simple jargon. A personal computer
must be easy to use. The keyboard
stioud be the same 21 a standard type-
writer. A monitor (TV-type screen),

Azk for information about the repalr
service available before you buy, Com-
puter systems generally are rellable,
but they can breakdown. Two import-
ant considerations are cost of service
and time to repalr. Some computers
are more difficult to repalr than oth.
erx; thus, cost and time can be major
factors, In addition, be sure to cheek on
the warranty period and extended pro-
tection plans, If available.

Expandability — When you are
chooalng your computer, ask how it can
be expanded or adapted to meet chang-
Ing néeds. A computer that ean be cx-
panded at a reasonable cost Is a good
value and worth the initial Iovestment.

As your computer skills Increase,
you may want 1o buy more memory,
add peripherals and expand program-
ming language abllity,

WANTED:

APEG INDEX FILE FOR CONTRACTORS
PURPOSE: TO CONNECT OUR MEMBERS 8 OUR REFIRRAL
LIST WITH USRS OF THEIR SERVICE « IF INTERESTED, PLEASE
COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIORNAIRE:

A0 YOu QN indnduo!, ¢OMPOnY O Coporation?

. A1a you Qva kable for full of pait-imo work?

»

3. DOYOUwork on' nOw CONIUEhon ____ homas.
Ightcommorciat ingualior -1umoo.
owg._.___

4 What 4 1ne krgost volume Job you a0 copablo of
undariaking

5. Aroyouliconsed,

- Inwhat rodoy

6 Aeyouajournoymon______:inwhatlodes__.

? —
— M
8 How far wil you hovelor work?

9. A0 you Inlorostod in bisaing work for Ganeral Con
Hocton 8 10mo Buidars of cut ASsoCaton?

10. A16 you Intarostod In baing odidod 1o out Rofarial it
— o)
Name
Adchosy
Ppono

AFEC

COMPLETE THE QUESTIONNAIRE, CLIP OUT AND

MAILTO:  ALLIANCE OF FREE ENTERPRISE CO. *
. P.0.80X 18332

Your phone service in 1984.

How to start it.

Hello, Michigan Rel]
Tmsinquy inthe rain,
but 1d rather betaiking
on my g\ew Phogfv !Qo{‘"f‘/
e.
ngglmeo %grv ice, fast s

Clolo)

How to change it.

ell

Hello,
Michigan Bell £

Sure,T Like

but now I need more

of it, ike another fine

and TouchTone®
Setrvice;vg:

Lour Setvice)

Can
me...

% | [0
S

How to stop it.
' MchiganRell? >
youi believe it ?

Im asking
south next .

nd

?-/5 ﬂmsﬂol@q?aretery?him.

= :

U7odisconneet
TIm woving

New ways to handle your phone service.

On January 1 1984, Michigan Bell separated] from ALK, As
aresult. there are some changes in how vou go ahout
steting. transferring, changing or diseontecting vour
phone service,

Services Michigan Bell provides:

Michigan Bell provides your basic local semvice, ranging
from ﬁluigct mexstred service to flan rue service witl un-
limited local calling, We cantinue 1 offer Calling (Credit)
Cards and aptional calling plns, plus Thuch-Tone®
vice ind Custom Calling service, where wailable. We
offer long distance service within certiin geographic areas
called LATAS. TATA stards for “Local Access and Teansport
Area” In Michigan, there stre five LATs that lappen. in
most cuses, to clasely approsimite our Area Coddes,

Services other companies provide:
Effective January 1, 1984, ATKT Informiation Svstems X
assumed ownership of the phones that Michign Tell lad
been providing for a monthly fee. STET will continue to -
lease rhone’s 10 you wnd will offer repair services for them,
You also bawe the aption of ohtining telephones from
other telephone suppliers, ’

A number of companics provide long distance s
Dettreen LATAS, You myay wish g0 contuct varions compy
for an explanation of their offerings.

ice
ies

DETRDIT, MICHIGAN 48219

Ordering new service:
Call 21 M
for new Micl
cull lis
your Michigan Bell “Telephione Directory.

In order to nse yonr Micl
10 lease or buy o telephon
from the supplier of vour ¢l

pritl , O Y want to s
Your baasi 7
long dlistimee sen

) Bell servie

Transferring service:

Call your Michigan fiell Service Representative to Tase
wur service discontected s your old address aed started

i your new Michigan Rell toc:ion.

Telephone sets that you own may be tiken witl
ress. 16 youl aine Jeasing phones from
" Inforuion Svstens }ur inslructions :
n the disposition of thse Phones (1 80 5338111 ),

10 Y0Ur New ;i
please call A1

Adding, changing or deleting service:
Call your Michigan Dell Service Representative if vou wish
t add or delete telephone lines, or if you wish o add

n el Service Representative to arrge
ice. You Il fiand 20 nomiber to
1 i the Costanmer Guide pages i the front of

an Bell service

nrentioned elier,

v dong distance carrier. Disconnecting service:
To cancel your Michigan el

enkuive o 2

o are Jeatsinng phanes fron 3

ATXT Information Ssstems for instructions s to the

i Bell service provides aceess to AT
ce. Or sou may contisct ane of the
other companies et offer Tong distance service,

in your

o nuasher s
If you wan
have these q?m‘u

W need will install theme

SIVice compinies,

Service Repr

disposition of those

Facls down the line. Becanse your telephone business office i busily engaged in normal day-to-day felephone service matlers, we are
prroviding this toll-free number as a source for ar

APy 4 suers fo the questions you may bare about Jour changing telepbone company:
We also suggest that you watch for furtber inf !

and i1 yotir monibly telepbone bills. 1 800 555-5000

or delete other services, sueh s Toch-Tone service or
Custom Calling serviees, ele, Your Sen

ed on vour telephone bill
ditienal outlets Tor extensions. vou

ach
sounself, using conversion ki

Michigan Bell itsterds 10 keep vou informed as other
Ch;lll)‘,('s taky place i your ph()llu company und vour
plione service. You expect the bes '
promise i vou. Afer all. ..

IT'S AI&T WEVE SEPARATED FROM...
NOT YOU.

Michigan Bell

AN LHEUTECH COMPANY

tee Represcatitive s

ichigan Bel or other companies
e, o sou mayinatell them
il swailible through other

ervice, simpl call sour
it he disconmnected. 11
e need to eali

hones,

d that's eur




