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‘Just like grandma used to make’
Grandchildren carry on family tradition of cake decorating

By Loralne McCllah
gtaff welter

The two young women who own and
operate Mrs, Maddox Cake Shop mean
It very literally when they say the pas-
tries they prepare every day are *'just
like grandma used to make.”

They do not own a freezer and have
no [ntention of buying one. Nor will
they ever use a preservatlve or any-
thing that is pre-mixed,

“\We have nothing left over at the end
ol the day to freeze because all of our
cakes and tea sandwiches are only
made as they are ordered for plek-up
that day," said Susan Kclley.

"We're still using the bolled felng
that grandma used which has become
our trademark,"” said Martan O'Nlel.
~It's something that takes a littte more
time than buiter cream [clng, but it's
one of the things that make us unique
and carrics on the tradltion."”

‘The traditlon started with Pearl Still
Maddox, Kelley and O'Nlel's grand-
maother, 56 years ago [ Detroit, Early
this summer the shop was moved to the
shopplng mall on the corner of Orchard
Lake Read and 12 Mile,

Susan Kelley puts the final touc
boiled icing that has b the tr

‘THE SISTERS aay they grew up with
Mrs. Maddox Cake Shop whlle it was
thrlviog in Detrolt, gamering custom-
ers from the entlre city and many of Its
suburbs, - B

Neither had any Intentlon of turning
the shop lato a career for themsejves.

-Both waorked In the bakery after school

and did double duty during the holl-
days.

In O'Nlel's words, “We never had to
worry about a summer job,"”

In Kelley's words, “We learned every
aspect of the business, but were prefty

ed of It.”

When It was time to leave for col-
Jege, both sought careers that were a
long way from the cullnary arts.

O'Nlel graduated from college witha
teaching degree at a time the job mar-
ket was flooded with tcachers. Kelley
entered the Michigan State Police
Academy for a career In eriminal jus-
tice white the school was in the mldat
of a lawsuit that eventually closed it
down for better than a year.

That was In 1977 when they took
over the management of the shop for
thelr father Jack Still who was thinking
about retiring.
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More than three quarters of a centu-
ty ago, members of the Shapira family
in Toronto helped dedicate the Ma-
chzikei Hadaf Synagogue Lhere.

Afterward, the synagogue was Im.
portant to fmmigrants through the
yeara. Comlng from Europe, they found
in that hourse of worshlp a place for

oraver and educatlon and a place to
find others like themselves,

Today, the synagogue has been torn
down and a department store stands in
s place.

The key o that synagogue became
the focal point of a famlly reunton Jast
October when more than 100 family
members from six countries gathered,
Llke those immigrants, the descendents
of the Shapiras have found one another
after a long search,

‘Descendants of the
brothers: Asher Zelig,
Moshe Yankel,
Yitschok and Yehudah -
Hersh were invited.
The phone bills
betweon Pittsburgh
and here were pretly
big.' .

Y =—'Nena Dillick

Now they say they can’t think of a
more enjoyable buslness to be in.

‘THE SISTERS employ about 15 in
the shop. They help with every part of
the operation, but they alone do all the
cake decorating.

“We're the only ones who know how
to do It,” O'Nlel sald of the boiled icing
trademark, lafd on with a spoon that
glves the cake a fluted effect.

“And we make all the flowers by
hand,” Kelley added. “A rose s a rose
and stlll a rose, 30 making it the way
grandma dld helps perpetuate the trade
ition.” 1

The tradition spans three genua-l
tons now for both the pastry makers
and the customers. The alstera say it I
not unusual for them to meet someone
who says the shop made thelr mother's
wedding cake, or the cake for an un-
cle's graduation.

Pearl Still began baking cakes when
she was a widow with two small sons,
from a shop on Chlcago and Lindwood
Avenue in Detroit, with her sister, The
shop was called “Pear] and Jessie's,”
She went Into business for herself after
her second marriage,

“Even though the cake shop carrled
her second husband's name, it was att
hers, She ran it by herself, adding the
tea sandwiches, the finger pastries, the
hors d'ocuvres, as she went along,”
Kelley sald.

“But [t wasn't unti! she made Anne
Morrow's weddlng cake that she really
became known. That would have been
sometlme in the '30s. She used that one
cake {for the Annc Morrow-Charles
Lindbergh weddIng) to bulld up the en-
tire business,” O'Niel said,

MRS, MADDOX Cake Shop was lo-
cated in Detrolt, on Seven Mile near
the Jokn Lodge Freeway for almoat 50
years. The move to Farmington Hills
“was scary,” O'Niel said.

It was a hard declston, A lot of our
customers. had moved, of course. We
didn't know i we should be following
them or If they would follow us, It was
a partleularly hard decision because so
much of our business is done on the
phone,” Kelley sald.

“Some of our customers only catl us
for apecial occaslon cakes, and we're
sure we've lost some of them, but

tmas waa wonderful for us.

“As blg as this is,” she said of thelr
new quarters, it was Hlled almost con-
stantly; our best season Lo date, We're
making new customers now and we
know old ones are finding us.”

In additlon to celebrating their “best
season to date” in thelr new place of
busliness, the two owners will be cele-
brating the 100th birthday of their
Grandma Maddox this year,

a cake from a pastry tube.
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Marlan O'Niel {at left) and Susan Kelley grew up learning the bakery busine: :
owners of Mrs. Maddox Cake Shop which moved into Fg ¥ st o thels

armington Hills last spring,

Family reunion

Southileld resldent Rarie Shaniea and
Blrmingham resident Nena ck
played actlve roles In bringing together
many uncles, -aunts, couslns, nephews
and nicces, whese forebears were four
brothers who once worked for an Aus-
trian baron,

Held at a Toronto Hotel, the reunion
was the culmination of a flve year

m,

“My grandson, Asher Zelig, two
years old, was Introduced,” sald South-
flelder Shapira, proudly, adding the
oldest participant was 92

DILLICK who was born in the Philll-
pines and married Dr. Sldrsy Dilllek
after they met in a graduate program
of soclal work there, has always been
curious about family membera,

"My husband was from Toronto and I
knew there wore Shapiras in Plits-
burgh and I always wondered about
them,” she zald. i

Then, five years ago she attended &
conference of the National Conference
of Jewish Womén in Plttsburth deter-
mined (o ook up the famlly,

“But Idldn't bave to," she explalned.
“On my program I found the name Fre-
da Shapira llsted as a discussion leader
and I arranged lo meet her.” ;

Pillick sebad koo solad 5 hus

band had family in Toronto and did
they come from Gallcia?

"We sat on the floor taking notes and
I learned her mather-in-law lved In a
bome for aged just as minc did In To-
ronlo. Later we lunched together and I
brought pietures of the famlly.

"My busband looks Identical {o hls
brother who had passed away.”

Dlscovery of thelr Plitsburgh rela-
tives brought them close enough to
travel to family funclons after that.

“THEN when 5id and I went to To-
ronto, his Uncle Sammy told us he had
2 key used to open & synagogue by the
family more than 70 years ago. o

“Asher Zellg, one of four brothers,
llved In Toronto, (Boris Shapira's fa-
ther) and donated the tand for the syna-
gogue,” she said.

“HIs wife was to dedlcate it by open-
ing the door bul one week betore, she
had a heart attack and dled. A nlece,
Gill Pike, opened the door wlth a long,
ornate key.”

Pike treasured the long, slender key
and the honor of betng chosen for such
& speclal task. Her aunt's name was In-
scribed on It In English and Hebrew
also. Later In life, she gave the key to

iret duughive, who turned It over to her
brother, Sammy.

When Dlilick’s uncle said he had that
key, Nena Dillick responded the key
should go (o the Shaplra famlly in

Pitisburgh, *He agreed and I sald we .

should have a get together,” she sald,
For five years they planned. And at-
wayse (liness or some other complica-
tion prevented 1t. Finally, last October
the famlly reunlon was organized,
“Descendants of the brothers: Asher

All of the decorations that go on the cakes are made by hand on
the day they are ordered for pick up.

Marion O'Niel cuts petals tor

grandmother. Now they are operators and

S more than a door for descendants

Zelig, Moshe Yankel, Yitschok and
Yehudah Hersh were Invited,” she sald,
“The phone bllls between Pittsburgh
and here were pretty blg.

“WE KNEW nothing about Yitschok
who had stayed (n Europe. Finding all
the descendants was a huge job, We
sent invitations to all we knew and
three weeks later, Freda Shapira
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'It was something. I'tf
never forget. Imagine
meeting so many
cousins and having the
other side of our family
present the key back
tous.'

- Boris Shapira




