Part-time Legislature

Can it cut government cost, limit its power?

Firstin a scries

By Margarst Neubacher
staff wrlter

In the midst an unprecedented recall mood that
ousted two state senators and put a third in limbo, a
new effort to control government is taking shape.

A group of legial, and
looking to eut the cost of government and limlt ita
power, proposes amending the state Constltution to
lmit the Leglslature to part-time work.

KNOWN AS the Michigan Part-Time Legislature
(PTL) petition drive, it has gathered 35,000 of the
304,000 xlgnatures necded to put a constitutlonal
amendment before voters Nov, 6.

Headquarted at PO Box 20205 In Lansing, 48901,
{t faces a July deadline for gathering petition afgna-

ures,

The PTL drive was atarted In August by two Re-
publican atate representatives, Tem Powers of
Traverse City and Vic Krause of Rockford.

MICHIGAN IS one of six states whose legista-

tures meet most of the year. The other 44 states
Lmit their leginlatures' scaslons. .

Nelghboring industrial stales of Ohlo and Miinols
have full-time 3
and Indiana meet o a part-time basls.

Main elements of Lhe proposal;

® Legisiative sesslons runoing from mid-Janu.
ary through the first week of May. If needed, no
more than 15 speclal session days could be called

+ by the governor or leaders of the two housees,

& Pay would balved to $15,000 annually
(from $31,000 in '83), plus some medical benefits
but no atate-pald retirement, In addition, leglala-
tors would be pald 380 for expenses per sesslon
{compared with a $8,200 annual alllowance n '83),
Aby Increase in salary or expense money would re-
quire a two-thirds roll call vote of both houses.

® Employers must grant a legislator unpaid
Icave of absence to attend sessfons.

" Powers believes leglslators needn't meet full
me. .
“I don't believe that our problems are all that
complex, We spend a lot of time on relatlvely irrel-
cevant matters.
“Slnce convening In the fal), we did two things ~

. tions for the Legistature most of yg#?
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Hurry in for terrific savings up
p to 50%. Nearly everything is on
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woodware, cutlery, storage units. Choose from
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passed Gov. Blanchard’s strategle fund proposal
and the DSS (Department of Social Services) budg-
et

“Until we set the budget in April, thero Is virtual-
1y nothing to do in Janvary, February and Macch.”

OPPOSED TQ the idea s former House Speaker
Willlam Ryan, D-Detrolt. Now House clerk, Ryan
arrived in Lansing in 1958 and was instrumental ln
the transltion from a part-time to a full-time Legls-
lature in the late 1960,

“I don't know why anyone would want to go back
z lt:o::m irrational days,” Ryan sald from his office

“We camo It January and within two weeks were
faced with deadllnes for bills to get drafted, print-
ed, in and out of committeey and passed in both
houses. We argued about which bll! would be at the
top of the list for hearing and would eram and
crowd cur deadlines,

“PTL is a reflection of a general attitude that
goverment should be cut down to size,” Ryan sald.
“But why do people push for PTL without even
bothering to comment on a part-time executive or
Judleial branch? In a PTL, how can we maintaln a
scparatlon of powers If the exccutive branch func-

“In the part-time Legislature, there reatly was no
staff for the Legistature, but there was for the gav-
ernor. At the end of the session, Capltol Bulldlng
employees were sent home,” Ryan said.

Powers belleves the Capltol would be open and
active during the aff-season, “Our proposaf does not
require an increase or decrease in the number of
stafl a legislator has. That would be up to him. We
would hope that they would be able to cut back.

“I don’t recommend the PTL as a cosl savings.
The savings of $3.8 million we antlcipate is a drop
In the bucket when compared to the state’s $5 bil-
llon budget.

*“Most tmportantly 1 fee! It will allow more and
bet;cr people Lo serve in the Legislature,” Powers
said.

Next {ssue: Wha would be elected if Michigan
had a part-time Legislature?
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20% OFF

Classicly pure lines of handsome worrny
chestnut are softened by rounded
edges. .. enhanced by natural cane . ..
accented by mirror and brass ... . and so
very easy fo own ., . . just come to Wiggs!
Visa, MasterCard. Wiggs chaige.

CAN YOU IMAGINE 2000 HOURS
OF FUN FOR UNDER $350.2

WOODEN SHIPKITS
AVAILABLE AS
LOW AS $40,00

Treat yourself to beautiful halll You'll consult with our
Glemby-irained speclalists who will help you choose the
style best suited to your hair, face and life styles. Reg. 540
to $70. sale 26,59 to 46.59. Call your nearest Hudson's
Beauty Salon now for an appoiniment - offer good only
il FebrOary 25,1984, Ask abiout our Nail Service Bonws, too,
Qtfer does not apply 10 Supot Saver Salons: nor 3 It vaid in conjunc-
fion with any other coupons, discount ot sale alfer.
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SFA’s Final Clearance
Begins Today...

Qriginal Pricas”

on Special Selections from
Women'’s Dresses, Sportswear, Women'’s Shoes,
Gift Gallery and Fine Jewelry Collections.

* There may have been intermediate price reductions on some items prior to
this sale. Not every color and size in every store. ALL SALES FINAL.

SPECIAL SHOPPING HOURS IN SOMERSET:
OPEN TUESDAY, JANUARY 24th AND WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25th
10a.m. to Y p.m.
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