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Joint plans by Henry Ford and Sinal
bospltals for a community hoapltal in
West Bloomfleld are just that — plans.
§ Reality fs that reglonal and state
;bealth agencles denfed the last two ap-
1 plications for &n Oakland County hospi-
tal — a 153-bed facillty known as
Huron Valley Hospital, proposed for
Commerce Townshlp, and Its second
application for another 153 beds,

The rcason — western Oakland
County has too many hospital beds, ac-
cording to state health agencles.

+ However, Huron Valley proponents
+didn’t take po for an apswer. They
i headed for court, which overruted hos-
1 pltal agencics and issued a cerilflcate
Lof need. The second application stlll ls
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5 Even before the first cable shows

4 have been aired In Livonia, MetroVi-

fon, the city’s cable company, contin.

3 to juggle Its fees,

. First, It asked for — and got — 8 6.5

: percent raise fn lts fee for basic cable

- service in the clty.

Thee, n a Dec. 29 letter to the clty's
asked

in court, while waste dlsposal and in.
surance questions also must be ro-
solved before that hospltal breaks
ground.

Sinat-Ford, llkewlse, filed a letter of
intent for a 200-bed townshlp hospital
late Jast month wlith the Comprelien-
sive Health and Planning Council for
Southeast ¥ichigan and the Michlgan
Health Depar.ment.

It would be managed by Sinal on
Ford Innd on Maple, west of Farmling-
ton Road. It tentatlvely is named West
Bloom{leld Community Hospltal.

‘THE STATE remalns silent, but the
head of the regional health planning
council #2id he will recommend deny-
Ing the huspltal to his board.

“From the data we have, there Is no
such need,” sajd Terence Carroll, exee-

price amounts to a 50-cent per month
increase.

“They can pass on cost Increases as
long as we verify documentatton (of the
increases),” sald clty attorney Harry
Tatiglan. In December, the clty’s cable
commission had asked Tatigian to re-
view the clty’s cable contract with
MetroVisien Io sce I tbe increase is Je-
gal under the elty's franchise with the
company. Tt Increase is logal, Tatlgl-
an

* cable
- that It be allowed to charge the same
. rate — $7.95 — for all pay services In-
« atead of cherging fees ranglng from $8
to $9.95. The commlssion has recom-
mended the clty approve the rate
. change. The councll, however, has
- asked city attorney Harry Tatiglan to
+ flnd out if n public hearing Is needed
1 before it acts on the recommendation.
s MetroVision won the 6.5 percent [n-
crease without having to get the city's
OK because the company tied the hike
to coat [ncreases passed on by satelllte
aubscriber services, Cable

MetroVislon zalled it's fee hlke, com-
ing before the {iest cable hook-ups in
the city, unprece:‘ented.

“In its hlstory, MetroVislon has nev-
er changed its subscriber rates prior to
Implementing servie,” wrote MetroVi-
sfon President Henry Harris In a Dee. 8
letter to the commiasion. "However,
these are mot normal times in the
CATV Industry.” «

Tier 11 services include such patellite
scrvices at the . entertainment and

wlll now pay $8.25 a month for the ba-
* sic Tier 11 service, Instead of the $7.75
once quoted by MetroVislon. The new

sports network {ESPN), the Weather
annel, Nlcke) and Cable News
Network.

METROVISION also callex, unp{ece—

utive director of the reglonal councll ~
a federally -designated, non-profit,
watcrdog agency charged with assur-
ing equal access to quallty heatth care
at a reasonable cost to southeast Michi-
gan resldents.

A state health department spokes-
man sald it would not be foir to com-
ment during the review process.

"We'll just take a look {at \ -3 appli-
catlon) and make the best possl. le deci-
tlon we can,” sald Kelth Raphbun, state
director of planning and construetion,

A 25-member exocutive commiltee
will decide the need for the proposed
hosplital and make a recommendation
to the state health department. The
atate had final authority — until the
Huron Valley case.

“The Huron Valley case is the only
time that a court bas overruled the

dented ita having to come bufore the
clty to ask that the same rate - $7.95
— be charged for all pay services,

“In all the systems we operate, all of
our pay services are sold at the same
retall rate,” wrote Harris [n his Dec. 29
leiter. “For some rcason — and nobody
here can seem to remember why ~— in
the Livoula bld we had dillering rates
for eertain pay services.”

Originally, MetroVision wanted to
sell Cinemax at $6; Home Box Office,
Showtime and The Movie Channel for
$7.95; the Disncy Channel for $8.95; and
the Metropolitan Detroit Sports Chan-
nel at $9.85,

Harrls said the decislon for sub-
scribers would be made simpler by

slate on the need for a new hospltal,”
Carroll said.

THE STATE considers the reglonal
agency's recommendatlon, but doesn’t
always follow It, Raphbun sald.

Carroll acknowledges market de-
mand for a West Bloomfield hospital,
hut ays that's not his top concern.

Huron Valley) based on 1970 census fig-
ures projected through 1982,

#® And Detrolt — where both Ford
and Slnai are located — has 200 more
beds than the populatlon warrants,

He agrecs that updated population
profections are needed, but sald they
are (he responsibllty of the state De-

of

“We have to between
‘need’ and ‘market demand’ for medi-
cal care,” he sald.

“Slaal and Ford are casting sheep's
eyes at what they belleve is a good
market,” be sajd, “Many of the people
in Wesl uloomileld are employed -
and same people out there are #ll. Why
should Beanmont (Royal Oak's William
Beaumont 130spital} get them?”

Carroll has two conceena:

@ Oakland County alrcady has 24
more beds than needed, (not including

Metro asks for flat rate in Livonia

charging one across-the-board rate,

MetroVisjon, he added, could also of-
fer cut-rate packages to subscribers so
that they wouldn't be tempted to
“swltch around™ from service to ser-
viee, For example, Tler I service
($8.25) plus three pay services (at $7.95
each), could be packaged at $22.95 In-
stead of at §32.10. .

At councll's Monday atudy session,
cable commission chalrman Lowell
Peterson said charglng (he same rate
would beneflt the elty’s cable sub-
scribers.

“This is more favorable to the publlc
because more services would decrease
{tn cost) than increase,” he said,
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SINAI offlcials sald a full certlflcate
of need will follow the December letter
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Proposed hospital faces many obstacles |

of lntent.

""We feel we can demonstrate a need.
The West Bloomfleld area basn’t been
[dentlfied as an overbedded area and
hasn't been included in a bed reduction
plan,” sald a Sloni spokeswoman,

Detroit counts 80.4 percent of its
beds filled, according {0 a 1983 Ameri-
can Hospltal Association survey. Per-
patient, uﬁ;vdny hospltal: costs arc
$441, ra g flfth of the nation's 10
largest eitles.
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ACTUAL DEMONSIRATION. Orlental cooking has never been easler.
Watch as Mirro's demonstrator, Pat Chatley, shares Ihe secrets of Ihe Ror
Eost by cteating a fost and easy orlentol recipe. An ongolng demonstra-
tion offers ample time o learn how to prepare this flavorful dish,

DEMONSTRATION TIMES: Friday, Jan. 20, 12-3; Saturday, Jan. 21, 1.4.
‘HANDOUTS provided feature the slir-fry vegetable recipe from the

MIRRO WOK Is handsomely styled with a super-tough SilverStone non-
slick Interior for easy cooking, cleaning. This etechic stove-top model of
thick aluminum heats quickly and evenly. Set Includes: 14" flal-bottom
wok, dome cover, nickel-plated steel tempura, steamer racks. . ., 22.77

- ACCEUTS

223 W. Mople, Bowntown Bimingham ) o
Open 10-5:30 Mon.. Tues., Wed..Sat.:
10-9 Thurs,, Fri; Closed Sunday.
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