Personnel drain
-With developm

:l!y Kathy Parrish
" sttt writer

Leesa work requires fewer workers.

It's that slmpla to Oaklznd County Draln
Commissioner George Kubn, who cuts staff

- whepever the ncmber of public works proj-

" ectafallaoft, . .

.." B0 Oaklaod Counly’s Draln Commission,
., Which employed 208 peopls in very busy
1979, staried 1984 with coly 59 employses.

“It's just & very aggressive way of saylng
. ‘It you doa't bave the work, you don't need
:the people,’ ™ contends Kuhn, who lald off
- more than 76 construction five
Lyears.

- age cutback, Isay it can be doge.”

-IN OFFICE SINCE 1973, Kuhn Increased
“staff from 107 to 208 In 1978, That year,
= there was more than $250 million In county
+ Work oo storm drains and sanitary sewer

lnes.

.. Expanslon In Avon Township, Parming-

Tton Hills, Troy, Waterford Township and

. West Bloomfield created most of the busl-

opess. “Wa pot in place 400 miles of sewer
- lnes. There was a lot golng on In those
w.0ayz" hasald, .

. 1.7 But wotk fell off with declining federal
Z-ald for public works projects and an inter-
N p::::llun of tt::l‘ Headloo Amendment to the
" 8 constitution voters to ap-

prove such wl’egsrhc
Draln employees re-

So, ax Commission
tired or leit, thelr jobs wera not fllled.
Personnel dropped to 178 In 1980, 147 in
1981, 108 in 1932, 80 In 1983 and 59 this

year.,
‘The number of vehicle also waa reduced
from 46 i 1978-81 to 44 in January 1982, 32
* in Dy 1982 2534 22 In D 1083,

OVER THE YEARS, the employee reduc-
. tions havo saved the county $6,392,149.47 In
; salaries and fringe benefits, Kuhn sald.
- The salaries and fringe benefits ellminat-
- ed toalled $2,208,305.

While saying he has a “good nucleus staff
of very talented people,” Kuhn admlta he's
trimmed to the bone.

“‘Soeme peop!

- Just Like in the auto plants.
© "I think we've just about leveled out, We
can't afford to keep cutting back.”

New cogtracts for storm draln projects in

*. Avon Township and Troy may requlre more

* people.

+, And Kuhn Intends to koep plegging away
-+ for a return to the time whea local govern-
* ruents had the power to pasa resolutions to
_ ennet public works projects. -

Creyras

‘“There's always room for some percent- |

le have to wear two hats — -

ent halted, Kuhn cuts jobs

in Avon T Farmin

and West Bloamtlotd croated most of the

Hills, Troy, Waterford Township
work tor the drain commission

which put in place 400 milas of sower lines during the poak building years,
But with development halted, the drain commisaion’s personnol ranks
have boen reduced from a peak ol 208 in 1979 employees to 59 this year.

HE'S ESPECIALLY concerned about de-

b
the Michigan Finance Commission for not

. allowing communities to sell unllmited tax

bonds,

“I'm altting oo a time bomb. If there's
another flood in Farmington, everyone will
be on my back.” Kuhx {8 considering a law-

sult to force the fssue,

“There are $750 milllon storm draln proj-
ects needed In this state — desperately.”

But even if construction should plck up,
Kuhn never ts to sce his ataff Increase
to the peak lovel of 1979,

“"As soon aa we break loose that log jam,
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¢ Chinese and US. industries share

- aeny common concerns. They range
~from worker health and safety to com-
«'peting with largely outdated equipment
- againat modern Aslen and European
. countries, an Qakland Unlversity indus-
2 trial health and safety expert hos
: found.

years ago,” Relschi sal

+ Uwe Relschl hos returned after a 19-
2 day tour with an American delegation
- %, of tho heavily Industriallzed north and
+.castern seacoasts of China.

31" *The Chloess Industrial managers
'kept asking how thelr facillties com-
. pared with the U.S,,” Relschl sald, “and
we responded by saying they were
&bout the same.” This means the use of
- outdated equipment In many factories.
¢."The 14 spectalists were Invited by
~ the Chinese Assoclation for Sclence and
L Technology. They were chosen by the
‘American Industrial Hygiene Associa-

volved, he found.

Home chores
taken care of

ton. Relschl was one of only two acad- L]
: emtciansselected for seniors
A SPECTALIST in occupalam} beat
stress, Relsch] assoclate essor
*: and director of tl;e Oakh:d u‘L‘Emy Senlor adults who llve in Farmington

or Farmington Hills who bave chores
around the house that need to be done
can call 474-1407 for assistance.

program in [ndustrial health and safe-
ty.

E . Fe and oter members of the US,
+, delegation vislted five cities.

Thelr observations were based on
vialts to shipbullding facillties, clec-
manufacturiog plants, textlle

The Senjor Adult Home Chore pro-
gram s sponsored by Farmington Hills
Parks and D

OU prof sizes up Chinese industry

“In somne instances, China s actually
far aliead of the U.S. In other areas,
Is today wberedum 1S, was 40

In a large industrial setting, one gen-
erally will find an industeial hygienist,
a safety englneer, a nurse, and an [n-
dustrial physiclan. In Chin2, only the
phyalclan and engineer will be

Often the two do not understand one
another’s problems or areas of con-
cern. They are missing the industrial
hyglenist, the link between them,

use Chinese employers know

they should take carc of a worker for

Ule, the Chitesc try to Improve the to-
tal quality of work life.

They show Intereat in what happens

outside the plant during lelsure time,
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Take advantage of this SPECIAL
OFFER trom Hamilton Piace. Swim in
our spacious pool, relax In a sauna or

-tronles

mills, oll refineries, a atecl mil, print-

; Ing and publishing operations, a phar-
maceutieal factary, and two schoels of

' public health. .

‘The program Is beaded by Barb Here
and Donna Sponseller, ,

University of Detroit
Jesuit High School
and Academy

« College Preparatory Curriculum
= Extansive Bus Service
7 Feo—l

Entrance Exam

J Saturday, Feb, 4, 8:30 AM.

For more Information phone 862-5400

ONE WEEK ONLY 8400 S, Cambridge, Detroit 48221
Cane Accent Chan {7 Mile batwoen Wyoming and Livernois)
SALE $149
h teg $240
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4080 TELEGRAPH RD
BLOOMPFIELD #ILLS
544-7370

attend one of our tree
aerobic classes, exercise on our
Universal or Nautilus equipment,
ding, jog, plus much more, Try us out
Seven times for just Seven dallars, at
Soulhlield’s most luxurious athletic
and social ¢lub...

HAMILTON PLACE

ATHLETIC & SOCIAL CLUB

30333 Soulhhicld Road {betwean 12 & 13 Mile Roads)

CALL 646-8990

Must bo at least 18 years of age. Some testriclions
may apply. Limded limo offer.
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'HURRY!
OFFER ENDS
" MON., FEB. 6th
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