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._from our readers

Social protest -

- helps country :

To the editor: ,

In his' December 22 editorial “Pickes,
prayers won't halt nukes,” Tim Richard
ignores the pelitical importance of moral

" protest in American history. Those who
“pray and blockade"” are part of a long
tradition of Americans who have non-
violently chalfenged Injustices which are
upheld and perpetuated by misgulded po-
fitical leaders.

‘Throughout our history, those commit-
ting civil disobedience have called indi-
viduals and governments to accountabill-

s ly. In 1765 and 1763, colonists Hlegally

. boycotted British trade goods, leading the
. imperial government to repeal oppressive
© tarlfis. )

>

In 1774, American patriots boarded
ships in Boston Harbor, symbolically

' pouring tons of tea into the sea to protest

unjust British pelitical and ecenomic con-
trol over the colonics. Though contempo-
raries criticized the action as a breach of
law and order, the Boston Tea Party
highlighted the plight of British North
Americans,

Beginning in 1830, abolitionists, most
acting from religious convictlons, chal-
lenged American laws and institutions by
civil disobedi despite  widesp:
eriticism of their “extreme” views, Be-
cause of their campaign, stavery became
a national issue.

And in the 1950s and 1960s, clvil rlghts
activists led by Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr. nonviolently resisted the evil of white
supremacy. By mass elvil disobedi

Contradiction
pointed out .

To the editor: - '

I was Impressed with the irony in two
articles in your Jan: 2. One article head-
lined “Faxon Attacks Toxics” told of Sen..
ator Jack Faxon's proposed legislation to
require Michigan businesses to buy envl-
ronmental “malpractice” Insurance. In
another article, Faxon was reported as -
saying that attracting businesses to iich-
igan and thus improving the state's econo.
my was his No. 1 priority for 1984, 1 find it
hard to reconcile these two posltions.

As the “Faxon Attacks Toxics” article
points out, there wiil be a cost to buslness-
€3 to obtaln this insurance. Since no other
state has a requirement for such Insur-
ance, the cost can not yet be determined.
But whatever the cost, it witl be vné more
reason for a business to locate in Indiana,
Chio or some state other than Michigan.

I have no quarrel with trying to protect
the citizens of Michigan (including mc)
from exposure to toxle materials, We
have & good law to do this in Act 64, the

aste ) Act. The
proposed insurance law will do nothing
more to protect us. At best, it will force
all businesses to chip In to pay the cost of
cleanup of a mess‘ caused by one “mal-
practicing” business. At worst, 1t will in-
vite irresponsible firms to ignore the Act
64 rules and let the insurance polley cover
trhe resultant problem. But for sure, it
will add another burden to Michigan's ex-
isting bustnesses and another deterrent lo
considering Mi for relo-

catlon or .

throughout the segregated - South; they
* brought the oppression of. blacks to the -
political forefront.
. The Willlams protesters stand proudly
in hils’ traditlon. Through thefr actions,

. they call Americans and our government

to turn from the feay, hatred and violence

of the arms race to the values of justice

and peace which, thdugh forgotten by our
leaders, lie at the heart of the democratic

system. Their conscientlous resistance to

. our arms buildup s a powerful moaral

statement and a eatalyst for change.
‘Thomas J. Sagrae, JIr,
. Farmingtoa Hilly

I agree wholeheartedly with Senator
Faxon’s No. 1 priority of attracting new
business to the state. I disagree strongly
with his proposal to drive buslness away
[rom the state. .

Jerome C. Neyer
Farmington Hills

Time-out on
global demolition

To the editor: .
As we hasten back to the predark ‘ages,

At Williams, crime

doesn’t fit
OAKLAND COUNTY Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson's k1 a wefl-known hard
case when it comes to prosetution of those
who break the law. "
So it 1s understandahla thas be would be
against mollycoddling the priests, minis.

ters, nuns and others who demonstrated to -

incident

BSob P
5 Wisier

protest against nuclear P
vember at Williamg International Inc.
.plant in Walled Lake.

PATTERSON HAS ordered that many"
of.the 54 people arrrested In the incident.

to

in No- .-

conspiracy when the usual -charge’ of
trespassing would more appropriately fit
the crime. Does Patterson's political ide-

be charged with a felony —

commit a erime —~ rather than the mis-
demcanor trespassing- charge that the
protestors  expeeted.” Convietion' of the
conspiracy charge would allow a'sentence
of up to one year in jall. .

- This, in turn, has led to more protests —
by the protesters arrested at the crulse

missile facility and by the civll liberties .

committee of the State Bar of Michigan,

The 19-member commitfes called it an -

“attempt fo go back to the McCarthy da;
of pr
P

F nk that a g courtroom
defeat of those Involved In the Williams
Iticldent will somehow convinee all future

Iransgressors that they cannot afferd to .

o“[ngy play- any role in the decislon? Docs -

< courtesy of our massive atomic power and
our obviously: uncemented leaders, 1

- would like to blow the whistle, call an of-

ficlal time-out and point out (o both
leams that there are qulte a few sensible
aptions other than global demelitlon.. .

Since Yurl Andropov can't talk with his

incurable cold, and Ronald Reagan can't’

hear people like me with his new hearing

aid, there is no possibility of a sane disar-

mament solution,

Knowing all of this, I would like to sug-
gest a temporary solution to the macho-
name-calling, pushing and shoving that is
going on.”

HOW ABOUT a voluntary exchange by

both sides of a huge number of hostages,

say 500,000 from each side? This could be
easily financed by both sides just by not:
bullding one new #temic weapon each.

I'm talking small money here, for in-
stance a few billion dollars each slde, In-
vest the money in transportation, hotels,
tour buses, Interpreters and the various

senior years where I had thdopportunity
to sce and know the adminiftrators in a
different way than my peers,

My favorite administralor vas Graham

because he was always' kind and "polite,

. even when I was getting in trduble, When I

had a problem with a teache}, I felt very
comfortable going to him fof help. Never
in any way did he-“*preach"'p me or even
refer Lo religion. (L.am a.Christian, but not
Involved at all.) The only tipe I can re-
member him even' mentiojing Campus
Life was when he asked ne to felay a
message (0 a gentleman who might bé
calllng front Campus Life Oanizatlon. -

I am soon to be gradualing with my
B.A, from Grand Valley :fate College
with hapes of being a teaclitr and realize
the importance of good- dminlistrators,
Along with my parents, I'would hate to
see Graham pressured to reslgn or flred
over an issue I do-not fedl he has done
wrong towards. !

I hope this ordeal is ctamincd more
closely than just a simple survey of 15
students. Why nat a survey of a thousand

other enterprises in the tourist &

Then, with the pipelines full of average
people coming and going, and with the av-
erage people leaving thelr sons, daugh-
ters, mothers and loved ones at home, I
doubt tHat either honcho would have the
guts to push the button, .

But, just in case, take a leaf from the
Dark Ages and send the grandchildren of
both Andropov and Reagan along on an
extended tour. History tells us the kings
used to exchange their sons and daughters
with other kingdoms to insure peace,

IT WORKED in the Dark Ages, and it

--should work now. :

In any event, please book me for a two
weeks bed-and-breakfast tour of Gorky
Park and the Gulag Peninsula. I'm dying
of curiosity, which is much better than
dylng of radiation.

I just might have a rare old Irish cure
for that pncommon cold, and maybe the
Russians; have a better battery for
Reagan’s hearing atd, ..
' John H. Parmenter

West Bloomfield

Forrfn!er student
defends principal

To the editor: L

.Recently there was an article on North
Farmington High School’s principal, Clay-
ton Graham, and his involvment with the
Christian| group, Campus Life. In regard
to this issue I would like to make a few
comments on behalf of Graham.

I graduated in 1881 from North with
honors, At North I was a student helper in

the lro_nl:o(flcc during my sophomore and

I

and a th alymni? |
" Mitchell Glbba
xton Hills

Cigarette éds
inappropriate .

To the editor: - .

On December 30, 19£3, I attended a
matinee performance ofiPwo of a Kind at
the Tex-Ex Theatre. Tbe audience was

comprised malinly of preadolescents and -
tecnagers. Belore the movie began, a'.

commerclal appeared I Koo] cigarettes,
1 feel that it was inapfropriate to show
such a commerctal alqu at such a young
audience.” ! .

It is clear that cigareties are unhealthy,
as substantiated by the sirgeon general, It
is illegal for children 2 buy elgarettes. In
addition, eigarette [commercials are
prohiblted on televison where children
can see them. This'movle, rated PG, was
directed toward childrgn and teenagers
who composed most ofthe audience.

You as a responghje theater owner
should stop this kid qinappropriate ad-
verlising. If it cantihugs, I, and my friends
«with children- will haye to stop atlending
your theatre. | .

ncqueline H, Lorfel

L ‘ 2 Fnrmlnglonll}llls
. Study:

dy:was waste

of $150 million

’To the editurf: t -
I am a physlclan) certified in general

practice. I would likg to comment on the
Ly Bl [ X

N ‘

recent $150 milllon cholestero] study. -
The effects of high blood cholesterol an
the human body have been known for
years. We as physicions have always
stressed the lowerlng of blood cholesterol
to help prevent heart attacks. R
Whal is so new and astounding about the
recent 10-year study? I feel it is-a crime

" 1o have spent such an enormous amount-gf

money on a study that.really is telling us
nothing new. Could nat the money have
been put to better use, providing food and
better hygeine to the poverty-stricken of
our country? o
Dr. Conrad R. Pear] |
Southrield

Eat the words

Ta the editor: : .
1 might suggest it wodlid be appropriate
for vou to appear in public and demonstr-,
ably “eat™ your editorial of Dec. 8 (Pros
Qutllank Recall Rookies), §
“Recalls haven't lowered.taxes,” huh?
Well. they certainly got the message
across in no uncertaln fashion! There is
nothing that will strike fear inte a politi-
cian like the threats to tie up his money
bag and to take away voles. Governor
Blanchard wiscly awakened sharply Lo the
taxpayers’ challenge to his stewardship.
Lest you labor under the same miscon-
ceptien that afflicts a lagge portion of our
society, permit me lo remind you: Gov-
ernment does not have money. The tax-
payers have the money — and they're
growing mighty sick and tired of their
grants to government being squandered in
wasle by their elected officials. Compre? '
_ Suddenly,our governor has decided that
the’ budget can be contained — without

. loss of necessary services. Well, hallelu-

jah! o .

Donald J. Seiler
Farmington Illls
[ H

Residént d:bjects:
to higher taxes

To the editor: ' 3
Maybe the quote uurlbplod to Counclla
man Charles Williams is;iiot accurate, ar
maybe it is a case of weaseling. (Observy
er-5 January, something o the extent thaf
“there hasn't been a tax rate increase in
many, many_years”). Where have you
been? Maybe the “rate hasi't gone up but
the assessed valuation, anu}lhcmforc taxs
es, have: s i
Farmington Hillg residents don’t want
taxes or tax rates’to rise;Whatever you
perceive we “need” you'should be' pres
pared to pay for without ralsing taxes. B
. :Dantel E Davis
Formington Hills

I

tempting 1o -accomplish” by a charge of

stage.any kind of* publi¢ demonstration

~agalnst the butlding of erulse misstles? | ..
PATTERSON'S ACTION is less remninte 5 .

scenf McCarthylsm, than. of the at.
tempts a'lew years ago’of the U.S. goy-
et to punish anti-yrar protestors —
trial;ol the Chicago 7 on copspiracy
charges;ifor exhmple
musings of George Orwhitin 1984
pdd the Orw

sl dhle ean AnGRtion engine facivs
- 1y's-workday in order-te put the glare of

* . publicity on éne of Amvguc_a’s 0L Vexing |

problems i 1z hardly: Worth the Jugges- .
ihat: v

tlempting o ¢

~4 and the fictional
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