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SANTO DOMINGO,
publlec — I seldom recommend a Invel
destination, but 1 seldom discover a
place that has as much to recommend
It a3 the Domlnlean Republfe. Christo-
pher Columbus dlscavered It ncarly 500
years ago, but It is walting there now in
an emerald-green sea, for modern ex-
plorers to discover again.

Columbus established the capltal
clty of Santo Domingo in 1493, and to-
day you can trace his voyages on a
Lighted map in the Casas Reales, a mu-
seum that is part of the beautifully re-
stored old clty.

Any map will show you that the Do-

“ minican Republlc shares the island of
Hispanlola with Hnl!.l and that It

,, 1-of-a-kind
. traveler
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contributing
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Miaml) you see the island as Columbus
never did. Lush green mountatns domt-
nate the center of the Island, with Santo
Domingo tucked into a curve of bay on
the south coast.

NUIUSI’SGG fo two mortnreu .

shares the C:
Florlda with the other ml]ur Eslands n!
Cuba, Jamatea and Puerto Rico.

The Dominican Is nothing at “all like
Its nelghbor islands however. Its devel-
oplng tourlst industry is in a stage of
innocence that most of the other West
Indles islands lost long ago.

AFTER CENTURIES of slavery, co-
lonlalism, diciatorships and politlcal
disarray, the Republic has a fragile but
stable democracy eager to preserve its
past and develop its tourist potential,

‘The streets are safe, the population
Is genuinely friendly to visitors, the
prices are moderate nnd there Is little
of the culture shock

to the ris north
around Pucrtn Plata's nnd beaches,
which offer bargain rates to group tra-
velers; and to the polo grounds, tennis
courts and champlonship golf courses
of Casa de Campo, an hour’s drive cast
of Santo Domingo, designed for the in-
dividunl traveler and amall groups.
Margeret Zellers, respected, author
of Fielding's “Caribbean” glves Casa
de Campo her Author’s Award for pe-
comodations in the Republle followed
by the Hotel Sants Domingo (which ks
also run by Gulf and Western, in the
clty). Her choice for the Puerto Plata
area, 215 ktlometers north Is Jack Tar
Villnge, where you can buy a weck's

a vlsit across the border
Tourlsts often feel uncomrorublo in
Halti because a large population of des-
perately poor blacks are still ruled by a
few pale-skinned descendents of the
orlginal French plantation owners.
Centurles of integration between Span-
lards and slaves have ereated 2 Domln-
fean population with a cohesive culture
of its own.
© When you fly to Detroit to the Do~
minican Repudlic, {changing planes in

vacatlon, 1 all meals, drinks
and lar:z.lvlucs. for $150 a day for two
ple

I wlll focus on Casa de Campo and
the Puerto Plata resorts next week.
Your cholce of resort areas will defl-
nitely determine your vacation style.
Elther say, however, you wlll spend
some time [n Sanio Domingo.

THE OLD walled city provides ilving
history in a ten-by-ten block area
where the Ozama River flows Into the

One of the attrac-
tions in Santa Domin-
go is the tomb of
Christoper Columbus
in the Cathedral,

North America's old-
est such builing. Co-
lumbus’ tomb is elab-
orate and richly dec

e
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ican Republic: a gem
Columbus’ discovery deserves rediscovery

in ihe

Columbus

again.’

‘Christopher

discovered it nearly
500 years ago, but it .
is waiting there now,
in an emerald-green
sea, for modern
explorers to discover
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Caribbean Sea. There are dozens of his-
torie buildings on the walking tour of
this sixteenth-century city, but the
most important are the Ajcazar, also
known as Casa de Colon, built In 1510
by Christopher Columbuy's son; Casas
Reales, fabulous museum rooms built
in 16th century royai houses; and the
Cathedral, oldest in the American,

Even n brief tour of Casas Reales
takes you convincingly into the 18th
century: Columbus® route on a lighted
map, models of his ships, -authentic
cannons and other paraphernalla from
that time, rooms of royal nudleace
model of the walled eity,

You can‘tour the city on your own,
but you will certainly be approached by
the boys of Santo Domlngo — Octavio,
Jose, Junn, and a hundred others —
who wlll follow you politcly but firmty
unnl yuu clther shoo them away or hire

Oric of the highlights of your tour
will be inside the cathedral, where an
claborate Itallan tomb covers Colum-

us” bones.

THE MAIN street of the colonlal city
is El Conde, a forest of overlapping

" algns down @ narvow street of shops,

Walk it in the morning when the Do-
minlcans are strolling the streets with
thelr baskets and bags.

The sldewalks are an obstacle course
of atreet vendors, racks of sunglasses
and toys, and young voices saying soft-
ly “change. money?" Smart travelers
change thel{noney at the bank; even
hotels will give you one dollar for one
peso nstead of the approximately 1.75
pesos-per-dollar you get at the bank.
Hotels are not cheatlng you, ll s a gov-
emment rule.

A taxi will Lake you from the otd city
to the high-rise hotels along mc beach

for about six pesos ($4). You'll find
them following specific routes around
the clty, where pedestrians ellmb In
and go as far as they are golng on the

.route for onc peso, You can ato take a

good bus from the Hotel Santo Domin-
8o area to dawntown for 20 cents.

ocean

Santa Domingo is a ¢ity rich
in history and venerable
bulldings. Below left Is the
approach to Alcazar, also
known as Casa de Colon, a
10-by-10-block area built in
1510 by Christopher Calum-
bus’a son. The narrow main
atraet of the colonial cily is
El Conde (left). The street
with its overlapping signs
and rows ol shops Is usually
tilled with Dominicans
strolllng along with baskets
and bags.

reataurant designed by the most fa-
mous Demlnican of them al), Oscar de
Ia Renta.

We also enjoyed Vesuvlo, an Italian
restaurant popular among local people
and tourists; excellent antlpasto, pastas
and entrees In a busy, tastefu), happy
envl priced, *

Try the fresh seafood, the
lobster and the river shrimp, avallable
everywhere on the laland; also take ad-
vantage of the fresh frult and vegeta-
bles grown here as they, are seldom
grown elsewhere In the Caribbean.

T COULDN'T try all the restaurants
In Santo Domingo during rhy brief visit,
“but I'll tell you about those where we
dld eat. Luxury restaurdnts in hofels
are pood; we enjoyed ‘the scafood
cooked tables(de at the Alcazar, Hotel
Santo Domingo, an elegant, expensive

Downtown we enjoyed l.'l Fonda, in
a colonlal sctting on the second floor of
La Atarazang; a restored 16th century
area of shops across the strect from
Casa de Colon, about $5 a persen for a
full lunch. Also a small Itallan place
around the corner from the cathedral,
called El Buco,

For more information on the Domin-
ican Republic, contact the Dominican
Tourist Informatlon Center, 485 Madl-
son Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022,
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i 84. Houunv MAGAZINE calls Casa do
“r<Ate uitimata oF 31 ¢aribbean resorts.” And It is. Lying
acres of the Domrplm Republic, Casa de Campo offers
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- tenals, secluded beaeh: wxmrsauns sunshine, polo, gour-
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Saturday to Saturday Roundlrlp Flights
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on depariure daje Add

$30 for lwo wrek taturn
Super One-Way Speainl
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agent or'nearest AAA offica for ar immediate booking
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SAVE WITH SANDER;? HAND
CHARTER SPECIALS! DELIVERED
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Great beaches, crystalclear waters,
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