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Who are our legislators? s
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WANTED: Part-time legisiator, to work Jan.
suarg-May, Ezperience preferved but not re.
s mmd.Su!arvns,oooﬂua‘wmebm:ﬁy.

* Oplnlons are mixed as to who might answer such -
- ‘wclassltied ad.

. “More and better” people would run for the legls-

lature, contends state Rep. Thomas Powers, R-
2 Traverss City, Powers hasy organized a petition
2 drive for a part-time leglslature (PTL),
P “The full-time job of a legislator eliminates a fot
=l potential candldates who can't get away from
*, their jobs,” Powers satd, .

2 “YOU'D FIND more businessmen, lawyers and
“farmers in & PTL," argued Roger Marz, political
“-sclenco professor. ot Oakland University. Marz op-
;-poses a PTL because he believes it would attract a
,.harrewer range of older people wha could afford to
«"leave thelr Jobs, L .

-1+ With' the exceptlon of 1965-86, Michlgen had a
‘. part-time legislature untll 1969, A study of the oc-
< -eupations of former part-time leglatators provides
;’qrnl:“e clues as to the kind of persons elected to a

an They listed thelr occupations for the Michigan
_-Manual, a blennlel reference book fxsued by the
‘state.
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:. IN JANUARY 1953, 32 senators and 100 repre-
‘sentatives met in Lansing for the start of the &7th
:Leglslature during tlie administration of Democrat-
“le Gov. G. Mennen Wittiams. Of them:

. ® 110 ~— or 83 percent — made thelr lvings in
. the private sector of the economy, There were 24
«-farmers, 25 professionals (24 lawyers and one ac.

.countant), 25 i industry and 38 from small retall
..and service buslnesses,

@ The other 22 — or 17 percent — came from
government or non-proflt agencies or had no occu-
pation at the tme of their election. This group In-
cluded teachers, unlon representatives, ministers,

and those byag
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Republican, svas governor. Of the 148 legislators: Final WIl‘IteI' cleal‘anoe

@ 58 ~ or 32 percent — were from the private - .
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@ 80 — or 61 percent — came from government ie81-82 . 4 L]

agency,

IN 1981, nearly thrée decades later, 38 senators
and 110 representatives met in Lanalng for the

‘or non-proflt occupations, or elso listed no other - -
occupation. The biggest gains were In tbe_umnber The part-time Legislature of 30 years ago had more members from on our Regl“al' Inventory
of and g -polltical b and Indusiry than the last Legislature; which was domi- .
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cal professionals; in 1981, there were 41. .
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one psych one and 13

Lioness for ‘Women: At Winter Merchandise

90% Off!

%) EONEIDA | | S

STAINLESS

[=Fecs Pl Sefings] | the CI:AWTIOIQG shops

m*fmw;mg_,,m 722 North Woodward, Birmingham, Ml 642.7755

) 4 s outh Y Tune into Claymore s Brearfast vith Smatra!’ Sundavs al 10 am, WOMC Im

farmers.

COMPARING the occupations of the legislators

~in ‘03 apd 81 Is difficult. In the modern ’ ture,
many lawmakers didn't list previous occupations
of, if professional persons, failed to list the kinds of
cllents they worked for.

Nevertheless, it was clear that more part-time
legislators were involved In business while more
full-time pollticians tended to come from govern-
ment or non-profit occupations.

William Ryan, who started his carcer [n a part-
tme leglslature and was speaker of the House
when it became full time, called the part-timers
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Nezt: Can the job be done by a part-time leg- ( . discover you can double the value of your
islature? investment . . . because it converts to sleep-
e a‘(' space for two. Best of all, it's a “Mide-A-Bed”
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Don't be frantic . . . don't frett Goodness, we've had so
-mony inquiries about our Ching Shop. People are dev-
astated: they think we're closing that divine area, well,
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especially foryou.. .. for 1984, Totally new . . Totally excit-
ing . . . Totally gorgsous. Now, wont all this wonderful-
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