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Casa de Campo is a resorter’s resort

f_Gulf & Western built ideal vacation spot

'CASA DE CAMPO, D Re-

pe.]

o

public: When you fly from Santo Dom- -of-a-ki
1o to the private alrpest ot Samr o -y 1-Of-a-kind Many consider Casa de
xl:pﬂmpg, you see u‘.: 7,000-acre resort i . traveler Campo the most complete

read out among the sugar canc fiel B H
el cut ainong the sugar eanc felds & ) Iris resort in the Caribbean, its :
roofed culu&s, r:éllas andlmndomin!é i Jones 7,000 acres has a man-made :
dms are scattered among Iagoons an ibuti :
80lf courses beside the Caribbean Sea, ::':nvie(; 2‘;5;’;9 beach, two champ, IO"Shlp

b ‘¢ no signy on the villa roofs
reading “this is Oscar de la Renta's
héuse" or “Sophia Loren slept here.”

. What attracts attention are other
fhings: golfers teeing off across an em-
erald bay on one of the seven holes of
EThe Teeth of the Dog polo master
Jabar Singh, nephew of the Maharaja
©f Jodhpur, leading his team across the
polo fleld; a 16th-century Mediter-
ranean village sitting high above the
vhavon River a few mlles away.

THE FACTS of Casa de Campo are
mple and impressive enough: two
champlonshlp 18-hole golf courses de-
slgoed by Pete Dye, 17 tennis courts,
Bolf and tennls vlllas, a curve of man-
made sand beach, horseback riding,
polo games, rodeos and other apecial
bvents at Jabar Singh's stables,

.. The story of the resort is more com-
plex, a mixture of commerce and pas-
slon that could tival any soap opera.
Here Ls a synopsis of the script:

JGulf & Western Americas Corp.
1G&W) buys a sugar mill and a quarter-
 milllon acres of land around the village
' of La Romana in 1987, Proflis that can.
, Dot be taken out of the country arc used
i

18-hole golf courses, 17
fennis courts and facilities
for sailing, swimming,
horseback riding and polo.

he adds a 9,000-seat Roman forum.
Frank Sinatra glves the tirst concert.

THE DENOUEMENT comes when
Bluhdorn dles suddenly on a plane en
route {rom Lhe Republie to a New York
City hospital, His beautiful 22-year-old
daughter has been running Altes de
Chavon for three years by then. Life
Roes on, but G&W beglns to wonder
whether itis alt an dream,

What that scenario means to the tra-
veler is that an unusual luxurious re-
sort wants to Increase Its year-round

pancy rate whlle its
style. One way Is to work with selected
charter operators; one of the few ls
Samson Tours of Southfleld, which of-
fers moderately priced tripa weckly
through mld-May. (Rates can be
Sound in accompanying bozx.)

Casn de Campo Is too big ta walk
around but you can rent electric carts,
or calch a minlbus that leaves for Altos
de Chavon every half hour, elrcling the
resort on the way. They Jeave from the
main complex of dining rooms, bars
and swimming pools. A steady stream
of daytime tennls and golf players cat
at the varlous restaurant around Altos
atnight.

The food at Casa de Campo gels
mixed reviews from Its customers.
Breakfast In the Lago Grill is worth
five stars in any gulde book: fresh
frults squeczed to order, custom-made
omelets and fresh Domlnican coffee in

~ Photos by Micky Jones

to build 2 glamorous resort, Nterally
sculpted out of coral rock,
- G&W's founding chairman Charles
’ Bluhdorn falls in love with the altc and
~ builds one of the flrst villas there.
Other beautiful people follow, The re-
sort blossams.
“-In the mid-70's Bluhdorn hires a Hol.
Tywood set designer to bulld a medleval

Italian village called Altos de Chavon,
literally 'the helghts above the Chavon
Rlver' as an artists' vlllage. Local
eraltsmen, Dominican artlsts and in-
ternational artista fnteract there. Later

and the sea,

IBludhorn also hired a Hollywood set designer to bulld a medieval
~(talian village above the Chavon River. Later he added this 8,000-
tseat Romen forum. Frank Sinatra gave the firat concert at the
~forum.

the open air overlooking the golf course

THE OPEN-AIR BAR i the resort's
soctal center. The nearby Troplcana

Casa de Campo was bulit by Qulf & Western's Charles Bluhdorn,

RYPSTTEeT;

serves clegant, expensive fare, and the
nearby cafe ElI Patio Is a pleasant
lunch or light dinner spot. At Altos de
Chavon, the Casa del Rlo Restaurant
offers an Impressive view over the riy-
er, but the food Is overpriced.

‘Therc is good Italian food more
moderately priced at La Piazetta, and
several other smaller restaurants, the
most Interestlng of which are a tiny
sldewalk cafe called La Fonda that
serves Dominlcan food, and a tiny bar
with a dozen seats Indoors and warm-
weather service outdoors,

Most tourisis browse the shops and
art gallerics, or visit the excellent mu-
scum of Taino Indian archeology. A
{ew stay in La Posada, o plaln but in-
teresting inn, in the village or rent an
extravagant house. If a well-known
performer is on at the forum, the vil-
lage is jammed.

Few people reallze what is happen-
Ing at the back of the property where
the New York-based Parsons School of
Design has established a campus, A

pottery workshop will soon {lll the glft
shops with Its wares,

There are a few things to do cutside
Casa de Campo. Vislt the nearby town
of La Romana briefly. Rent a ear and
drive the half hour {o Baya Hibe, where
you can eat [nexpensive fresh lobster
and watch the fishing boats come In
from the outdoor tables at La Bahia
Cafe. You can also take a day tour to
Santo Domingo.

‘THE MAIN attractlon of the area Is
Casa de Campo, however; tourists who
stay In Santo Domlnge often make the
two-hour drive to the resort for golf or
tennls, or to visit Altos de Chavon.

The same pluses that attracted
‘Charles Bluhdorn here In the first place
are found all over the Dominican Re-
publle: good weather, friendly people,
fresh frults-vegetables-seafood. But if
you want to hit a golf ball across a bay
from one hole to another, or set up a
polo game, or visit a crazy medieval
village, you'll have to go to Casa de
Campo,

irst |
1984.

0'is'a resort for peopla who expect the best. So

make Jt your fifst resort for 1984, HOLIDAY MAGAZINE calls Casa de
Campo ., ;:the vitimate of all Caribbean resorts.” And it Is. Lying

Old hands in the Caribbean consider
11 the most complete resort In the Car-
Ibbean. You will be pleased ta know
that G&W has a good reputation on the
island. They work with the govern-

ment; even the shoeshine boys In Santo =
Domingo say nlce things about them, ~
Nobody says “Yankee go home.”

For more information about Casa de
Campo, contact your travel agent.

Samson Tours of Southfield offers
weekly charters from Metro alrport
to Casa de Campo, through May 13,
Generally, per-person-per-bedroom
rates based on double occupancy arc:

Casltas near the maln complex:
3659 to $799. These alford casy ac-
cess 1o pools, restaurants etc.. One
bedroam In a two-bedroom villa: $599
to $740. One-bedroom villa: $729 to

4869,
Rates Include alr fare, seven nights

[Casa de Campo charter rates

accomodations, taxes, tips, and trans-
fers to and from Sante Domlngo alr-
port. You must pay for all meals and
resort activitles,

Because of a 6 a.m. Sunday depar-
ture from Metro, your payment also
Includes overnight accomodatlons at
the alrport Holiday Inn wlth free
parking for the week. Flights are di-
rect {from Detroit to Santo Domingo;
you return via Aruba, arriving back
In Detrolt about 7 p.m. Sunday, -
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SAVE WITH SANDERS )|
CHA‘R TER SPECIALS!

GROUP AND SINGLE RATi

TICKETS AMSTERDAM from *488.
TO YOU LONDON trom %449, ||
FRANKFURT from *439. .

SKI LAS VEGAS trom 4259, | | =
PACKAGES JAMAICA trom #349. | |
From *77% CRUISES trom 895, | | ©

AVANAALE
CALL FOR DETAILS

on 7,000 acres of the Dominican Republic, Casa de Campo offers 353-7170 < & SANDERS :
everything you need for an enjoyable vacation. And then some. SOUTHFIELD YN <
. = 77 TRAVEL CONSULTANTS
Two Pete Dye champlonship golf courses make it the “finest golf = Complola Toauel Servica

resort in the world” according to GOLF MAGAZINE, But there's more
- tennls, secluded beaches, watersparts, sunshine, polo, gour-
met restaurants, a picturesque artists’ colony, luxurious accom-
fodations deslgned by Oscar de fa Renta, and much, much more,

28230 Orchard Lk. Rd. » Farmington Hills

C;"“"‘“"""SZ 855.2620 u.-m.o:s'J

Make Casa de Campo your first resort for 1984, You may nevergo
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