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Actor’s specialty:

By Ethel Simmons
staff writer .

ALTIMORE-BORN ACTOR
Donald Symington has played
parts ranglng from villalns to
heroes, but some of the roles

that stand out are those where he has
portrayed the all-American WASP, .

He was chosen for the current pro-
duction at Meadow Brook Theatre for
that very reason. He plays  almilar

“The Front™ but was not otherwise In-
volved [n the film's produetion. When
Allen was casting for “Annfe Hall,"
however, be remembered Symington.

“HE CASTS GREATLY In hls
smaller parts for look and type,” Sym-
ington sald, *{ looked Ilke the quintes-
sentlal WASP, which ks what he wanted
for Annie's father.”

Asked what he thought of Woody Al-
len, S‘ymlnglon replied, “He's brilllant.*

“role™ in a 1 on
televislon. And even Woody Alten
plcked him out because he looked ke a
typlcal WASP to play the part of Diane
Keaton's father in “Annie Hall.*

. Symington has those elegant, nicely
mature looks that you see on male

- models plugging a prestige product llke

a fIne cognac fn magazines. A TV com-
mercial for pantyhose may not sound
like his kind of thing, but in the
sequence, he and another gentlemen
are playlng chess in thelr club when a
woman enters the premvses and he
gives a kund of sncer.
Very much in the WASP traditlon,

SYMINGTON, slx fcet three and
carefully lean, was scooplng a melon
slice at 10 minutes to 2 when the inter-
view team (reporter and photographer,
plus Meadow Brook public relations
man Frank Bollinger) arrived. “You're
carly,” he sald, and one had the Idea
that here Is a man who does cverything
promptly on schedule,

Symington had just returncd to the
dctor’s “traller” on the Oakland Unl-
yersity campus, where he is living dur-
ing his stay at Meadow Brook Theatre,
appearing in “The Dinlng Reom” and
the next production “The Helress.” His
gray halr was smoothed back after a

the scene In “The Front,” he
sald ‘they were all called back to
reshoot it and, “We dldn't use a script.
They let Allen da what he wanteg to do,
It was very hard to keep a straight
face."

Alten would reclte the line in the
seript and expand on it. “He made up
all thls incredible dialogue. When It
was over, all the crew burst Into ap-

lause,”

Syminglon likes to do commercials
because they pay so well. Talking
about the pantyhose commercial, he
demonstrated the kind of {aces he and
the other man make. *We do (his,” he
sald, mugging, “and for that we're paid
$10,000."

He doesn't have any Mnes in the com-
mercial, “It's the visage,” he explained.

THE NEW YORK actor also has an-
other commercla? running on television
now. “It's for some kind of computer,”
he sald, alrily confessing he couldn't re-
call the name.

In *The Dinlng Room," which is hav-
ing its Michlgan premlerc at Meadow
Brook, Symington plays nine parts. Al
the actors have multiple roles, portray-
ing characters from kids to oldsters,

Donning mini-specs during the inter-
view, to look at the script, he was

dip in the y's
swimmlng pool.

He offered the visitors tea, and when
the melon was finished and the herbal
tea served, he relaxed In a blg, com--
fortable armchalr and politely answer-
ed questions,

Telilng how he got the role in “Annie
Hall," Symington sald he had first
worked with Woody Allen in the movie,
“Tue Front,” playing one of four men
on an investigatory committee Allen
faced.

Allen had appeared as an actor in

! to find that one character he
played, “as an 8-year-old,” was actually
supposed to be older. He zaid he stuck
by his portrayal, belleving the older
boy wouldn't Teact the way the part

called for, In a scene about a chlld who-

is attached to the Irish mald leaving
the household,

Thé play makes fun of the classic
WASP, a dylng breed, but Symington
polnts out that “The Dinlng Room™ is
not a satire. “It's a comedy. It's a
warm, charming, very dellghtful eve-
ning of these various vignettes,”

Donald Symingtan chats while I

Donald Symington plays
‘quintessential WASP’

GARY CASKEY/statf photogrophor

ooking at script of “The Dining

Room,” in which he appears at Meadow Brook Theatre,

Running the age gamut, he also plays
an 80-year-old grandiather, o seif-
made milllonalre who has a scene with
his grandson, and In another sequence
portrays a 5-year-old at a blrthday par-
ty.

LISTING SOME more of his
characterizations in *The Dining
Room,” he sald, “I play a man who Is
supposedly dylng and dlscussing hls fu-
neral with his son. It's a lovely scenc.
Probably the best scene for me.”

In another scenc he plays a stuffy 40-

year-old father whose children won't
behave. In stlll another, “I play the toy-
er ol a woman married to my best
friend. That scene I$ not a nice scene at
all. It gets more difficult for her when
her son Interrupts ué while having tea
in the dinlng reom.”

Although Symington says he has nev-
er had a blg break (“I've been In three
George Abbott flops.”}, ke has been on
stage and ln movies and television with

l . such luminarics as Lunt and Fentanne,

and Tallelah Bankhead, whom he con-
slders America’s greatest actress of
the last 50 years,

lie played with Bankhead and Es.
telle Winwood in a comedy called
“Here Todas.” For serious drama, how-
cver, “She was such a carieature of
herself, no one would take her serious-
1y," he said. .

IN THE BROADWAY musical “The
King and 1" starring Yul Brynner and
Gertrude Lawrence, he played Sir Ed-
ward Ramsey, the Britlsh ambassador,
"It's a small but lovely part If it's
played right.”

Although he didn't create the part, he
believes he was the best onc In that
role. Other actors played it as sort of a
Colonel Blimp, he sald, while he played
It as a romantic pari. “I dance wlth
Anna and ask her to macty me,” he
satd,

Symington played the part for a
year. He was in and out of the role for a
period of time, because Brynner, who (s
rather short, objected to him, apparent-

Witty vig
detail su

The Michigan premiere of “The
Dining Room™ by A.R. ‘Gurney Jr,
continues through Sunday, Feb. 19,
at Meadow Brook Theatre on the
Oakland University campus near
Rochester. For ticket information,
call the box office at 377-3300.

By Cathio Breidonbach
spectal writer

“Isn‘t that all?” he then
recalled one moare, where he plays
“sort of a 16-year-old in a funny scene
about a mother who is senlie. The
mother's role is played seriously, It's
all so funny. The audience doesn't know
what to do about thls scene.”

In an overlapping series of vignettes,
“The Dinlng Room™ at Meadow Brook
Theatre depicts with wit and good hu-
mor the demise of a subculture, The
rich, Eastern-scaboard \WASP is the en-
dangered American species up for
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Iy because he Is rather tall,

“I'm very tall. It didn't make any dif -
ference, but it seemed to make a differ—
ence to Mr. Brynner,” he said. Later
things were patched up, and Brynners
sald Symington was the best actor evers
to play the part.

Six months ago, Brynner, who is still:
touring In “The King and 1" called:
from Seattle and asked him to join the!
cast, Syminglon declined. “You can't;
play a part forever. You bury youry
head [n the sand,” he sald. N

LIKE MANY other actors, Syming-
ton has had bIs turn at TV's daytime.
soaps. In "Love of Life,” he played al
despicable, charming hecl named Jack:
Andrews, The part lasted threc years.s
*1 was very well known, You couldn't!
cross the street without someone
throwing something at me,” he de-
clared.” N

Daonald Symington is first cousin {0 a;
famous name In politles — Stuart Sym-
Ington. “He's from Baltlmore, too.
That’s why I love my line to the grand<
son {In “The Dining Room"). ‘He'll join;
a fraternity. In New York and Balti-
more, he'll get mixed up with liquor.
and women." T understand that very.
well.” . :
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review

whimslcal, yet potnted abscrvation

Six actors portray 60 characters in
this play. directed with admirably fine
pacing by Terence Kilburn. “The Din.
ing Room” is a vehicle for fine actors;
and Meadow Brook has six of them in
Jeanne  Arnold, Bethany Carpenter,
Joey L. Golden, Jane Lowry, Donald

(Continued on next page)
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DINNER CLUB
CARD HOLDERS
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For the second year,
Bloomfield Hills is declaring February
“LET'S GET ACQUAINTED MONTH.”
Your dinner club card - no matter what
name or origin - will be honored for full
value in our restaurant at dinner, Sunda
through Thursday in J’
will not be punched

Kingsley Inn of

February. The car
or otherwise

It’s just our way of inviting you to get
acquainted with our award-winning
restaurant, featuring two fine chefs and
our own bakery...and much more
affordable than you think.

Woodward at
Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills

Reservations
644-1400
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LIQUOR?| ¥ 35‘0‘1‘9‘ il February 5
Yos, oS 71\;2,\,\‘ Lion Dance * Music

wae haveitl et T . Fireworks .
Eﬁﬂw’d - Roving Maglcian

Special Menu

689-2332

celebrate

the Chinese New Year '

rdinary entértalnment .

‘and feast

Now Year's Decorallons”

 Reservations Only .-

"Mandarln «'Szechwari » Hunan's Cantonese.

. " Exollc Spirits s
E. Maple Rd. at Stephenson Hwy, Troy
' .. 689-2332 -
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REVOLVING RESTAURANT
.S)a(urc/ay %glif é’n[muagan:a

featuring

L'RONDEVIEW

ME RIB
NNER

995

500P.M
For Retservanons Call. 353.7700

26835 Teiesvagn Poss
Sountuia, Mehigen 48024

Sunday Brunch is Baclk

at the

Somerset Inn - Troy

Featuring - Roast Top Sirloin of Beef, Baked Ham, New
England Creamed Cod, Eggs Florentine, and All
Breakfast Favorites, Assorted Salads, Fresh Fruits, Pastries.

Buffet - $6.95

Children (6-10) - $3.95

Under 5 - Free

Every Sunday - 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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