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‘Constant Wife’

Performances of the Farminglon
Players production of “The Con-
atant Wife" by W. Somerset Maug-
Ham continue Friday-Sunday;
Thursday-Sunday, Feb. 9-12, and
Thursday-Saturday, Feb, 16-18, ot
the players' Barn Theatre, 32332 W.
12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, For
ticket {nformation, call the box off-
ice at 535-8822.

By Barbara Mlcﬁlll
spocial wrltor

“The Constant Wife" is a gentle
drawing-yoom comedy performed with
erlsp style and ample skill by the
Farmingion Players,

- The 1920s period plece by W, Somer-

set Maugham focuses on the marital in-
fidelitles of Brltain's upper classes, The
?luy Is an early exponent of women's

3 ar
of the marriage state and the old dou-
ble standard.

The (ltle character, Constance Mid-
dieton (Mary Ellen Ward), works very
hard pretending not to know of her hus-
band’s affalr with her best friend and
wardlng off the many well-Intentioned
friends and relatlves who are dying to
tell her the julcy detaits.

When circumstances force Constance
to drop her ruse of Ignorance, she

" responds to the sliuation in surprising
and novel ways,

While Constance’s mother, a redoubt-
able British matron (Anne Burton), be-

“The Dining Room’

Continuod from Proceding Page

SymIngton and Peter Thomson.
Men of this vanishing specles go to
Harvard, Dartmouth or Yale, wear
wdng-tp shoes and marry debutantes of
.good famlly. They go to “the club” for
stald camaraderie and always do what
Is correct, or they make sure no one
finds out about what they do that lsn't.
£7--The female of the species s the orlg-
 Inad preppie, before alligator shirts and
3| pink and green stood In for the conserv-
‘ntlvc styles and upbringing that once
i meant preppio in the East.

! A WASP FEMALE can say “tomah-
' to” without sounding affected and will
Wear ropes of pearls when she becomes
a dowager. WASPs belleve that tradl-

tonal values and rituals are the stays
that keep thelr good life In proper
shape

One of the subculture’s rituals began
promptly at seven every evening, when
dinner was served by the mald in the
stately dinlng room, “But the Umes,
they are a’changing.” The entlre play
by A.R. Gurney Jr. revolves around one
set — a grand formal dining room with
a long shiny table and erysial chande-
ler,

A constant stream of characters pa-
rade In and out of the dining room. Past
and present overlap and time is out of
order, We sce grandfather in his wheel-
chalr doling out money to beseeching
grandchlldren. Later we sce him as a
little boy, begglng to cat [n the dining
room with “Mommy and Daddy.*

nicely, recaptu

lieves that Infidellty Is perfectly natu-
ral and acceptable tn males, Constance
goes several steps further. She zets off
to establish her financial as well as
cmotional Independence, all the while
cleverly manlpulating her husband’s
responses,

WARD DOES {lnc work as Con-
stance, A highly articulate herolne
reminiscent of George Bernard Shaw's
super-women, Constance has brains
and good sense that automatlcatly
make the male characters look Insipid.

Ward has a comfortable stage pres-
ence and confldent delivery that makes
Constance both credible and lkeable,

The British accents are bandled well
by all the players. Everyone enunclates

shows lifestyle of vanishin

But always there Is the dining room,
although It, lke what it represents, is
often under slege. Whippersnapper
young archltects want to subdivide the
room and avoid “all that wasted space”™
and bickering siblings dlscuss who
should get what; now that Mom has up-
rooted and gore to Florida,

When tho grown actors play chlldren,
tt's reménlseent of Lilly Tomiin as a lit-
tle girl in her glant rocking chalr, and
when & gaggle of grownups-turned-chil-

Cabaret theater

'T'he new Warehouse Cabaret Taeatre
Is belng presented during January and
Februry by True Grist Inc., dinner the-
ater and restaurant in Homer, Mich,

Wlith the

el

alowly and ly. a slight -
Ity that works to good advantage here,

Burton Is thoroughly convinclng as
Constance's mother, speaking with con-
viclion and looking every inch the Hrit-
Ish matron in frumpy wult and large
flowered hat.

As the phllandering husband, Robert
Myers' relaxed, mild-mannered ap-
pronch secma just right. Men are natu-
rally weak, the playwright suggests,
and onc must make allowances for the
poor dears, . '

Laurle Pokowsk 13 a strong Martha, ©

Constance’s younger slster, who [a out-
spoken and highly disdainful of men,
Everyone seems to agree that Martha's
. frankness ls not a virtue.

dren get the exclied wiggles at a
birthdqy party, it's a delight to see. De.
troit's own Bethany ter 1o a
marvel as she ranges from little kid,
Irish mald, guum-chomping teen-ager
;md sophisticated woman to senile old
ndy.

ONE SCENE particulary atands out
In “The Dlning Room.” A young college
student asks his aunt to explain the fine
points of the famlly’s dining service.
He takes notes as she rhapsodizes about

R i

res ’203' mood

review

MAGGIE EINHAUS is bellevable as
Mario Loulse, the bubble-headed, fickle
“other woman.® Robert Batlstonl as her
outraged husband Mortimer Is much
00 30!t-3poken.

C.M. Novees II1 can alwaya be relicd
on for a pollshed performance but
scems wasted as Bernard, Constance’s
former suitor. Bernard's opportune re-
turn from Chinz just when Constance's
15-year marriage seems to be coming
unglied makes him a convenlent pawn

plstol-handled silver knlves, bone chi-
na, Waterford crystal and {inger bowls
with dellcate lemon slices floating in
the water, X
. Then mt,a what class alt l:l: is
or. “An! ogy,” be says and ex-
plalns that the use of finger bowls Indi.
cates an absurd fetish for cleanliness,
He gocs on to find anthropological fault
with the varlety of forks, spoons and
goblets nacessary to eat 2 meal.
It's a masterful scene, as is Jany

ow

a Y] pRny
largely composed of the MainStage
regulars, Is performing In dlfferent
productions c:very Tl-‘;iﬂny-Sunday for

of two 3

baret Theatre.

offers weekend sh

Al jiable a3
dinner theater or show only, For fur-
ther information call (517) 588-4151,

A one-man show starring the Grist's
Tim McKanle s *Mark Twain: Sunset

for Constance to use as needed.
Minor lne difflcultles at Saturday
night's performonce were nicely
‘smoothed over, and even a momentary
black-out was handled Ln stride.

Director Ellie Jorgensen can be
credited with a very pleasant produc-
tlon, well-paced and skilifully per-
formed. A low-key approach through-
:mt glves the production a pleasing unl-
Y.

g breed .

Lowry's portrayal of Aunt Harriet's ps-
tounded, then affronted expression at
ber turncoat nepbew.

We laugh at the folbles of the stald
rich as they scramble, just like the rest
of uy, to find a new niche In a changlng
world. In an era of TV dlnnners and Blg
Macs, I there atill a place for dining
formally by candlelight? Yes, if we re:
member to’ laugh as we figure out
which of the arsena! of forks on tho
table we're supposed to use flrst, H

on the Missiasippi,” which will be feat
tured Jan. 2022, H

Music and humor of Noel Coward i3
offered in *Noe) Coward In Two Keys,”
Jan. 27-29. . L

ANY TWO VEAL DINNERS for *14.95
CHAR BROILED BABY BACK RIBS for 2

16.95

Bilal o oitucsn tres and n Sasicet of homemace Brosd

LUNCHES « DINING + DANCING
BOBBY LAUREL BAND WED,-SAT.

_..BOB'SPRI

Children under 12 . 43%

ot R ppciaring Thne Februiany 11,

SUNDAsYs!BRUNCH HAPPY HOUR}

31231 Saulhticld Rd. « 644.9250

Coupon Good The 2. 2% .
TR R Wt A o G drenls Fund, Inc.
8514577 | Breakfastss Lunches » Dinners e

(ON THE

TowH|

NGFIELD

“2 for 1”
47 p.m.

Starring Noncy Gurwin and Edgar Guest Il

Cocklails 6 00 pmiDinaer 6:30 pmiShow B.00 pm
RESERVATIONS: 474-4800

28000 Grand Rver at 8 Mile » Fatmungton Hills

Botsford Inn

presents A Mancy Gurwin Production

NOW APPEARING

A RUSICAL FABLE «f BROADWAY

Direcled by Nancy Brassert

Group Rates Available

DIXIE RAG
TIME BAND

Jay (The Shiek)
& his clarinet
are back Friday
& Saturday
with banjo &
planol
Saturday—
Barbeque Bhort Ribe
HAYE FUR, HAYE DINWER

L ocated on GREENFIELD
Detwoen FORD & WARREN

. KEEGO TWIN CINEMA Qon.-581.10:30 2.m. + 2 6.m.: Sun 10:30 a.m. - < p.m.
* WHERE MOVIES COST LESS -
* On Orchard Lake Road at Cass Lake Rd. - o
W 1% Mila W. of Telegraph 682-1500 ms - ;
EXPANDED, LIGHTED PAVEDPARKING W RO T ETo [l o T 1)
NEW DOLBY SOUND — NEW GIANT SCREENS . Foo
N B - Middleastern Food .
1. EDUCATING RITA (PGJ M K N : KIBBEE
Woskdart 1.00,9:30, Sat. 4 sf, 220,430, 7:00,9: : - SHISH KABOB
R KAFTA KABOB
: 2 J.'JEE& ‘ﬁcsllilll- San. ;so.)s.oo.r.zs.m . cmé:KEN KABOB
i ¥ (Shisk Tawook)
' FREE ADMISSION TABOULEE
H This ad wilt entitle boaror 1o one FREE admission whon . SHAWORMA
i 3 second admussion is purchased S:;; Mon,, Tues., L4 {Gus)
¢ R Hyod- & Thurs. Ofte axpires Fob 8, 1984, — Yiam - M HOMMUS WITH TAHINt
% 7 Days 8 Weok BABA GANNOUCH
N 25861 Lahser FATTOUSH
3?;,9;;22'5"“ (CARRY OUT AVAILABLE)

A UNIQUE CONCERT EXPERIENCE!

SPECIALIZING IN
SZECHUAN, MANDARIN &
CANTONESE CUISINE

OUTSTANDING
NEW CHEF & COOK

CHINESE NEW YEAR'S SPECIALS
% SPECIALS
DINNER FOR 2 oncy $17%°

[ncludes Soup, Egg Rolls, Rice, lco
Cream, Fortune Cookles, Toa & Chinase
New Year Cake.

Offer good 1726784 thr 2/15/844Hot vadd with any othor coupon

PRIVATE PARTY ROOM AVAILADLE | {7
OPEN 7 DAYS 2
SUN.-THURS. 11:30 A.M. to 10 P.M.

FRI, 3 SAT, 13:30 A.M. 10 11 P M,

Qrehostra Hot
W533°3760

- FEBRUARY 7 « 8

Monday thru Saturday
¥ NOCOVER CHARGE

{you must be 21)
DANCING » DO-WOP
DISCOUNT DRINKS
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[ TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH
ITIONAL VALE|

| BE AN UN-TRAD. NTINE
DO NOT GIVE JUST FLOWERS
OR CHOCOLATES

* Instead,..Sperd thia romantic weekend

Enjor...
@ Detise ucenmnntutios for un
@ An clegant Filet Meynon dinner

with your Steeetheart

at thy
 RAMABA"HOTEL

@ Compicte uith wine
Of course, a Rose and Chocolates
Jot the lodies
A¥ fot the
Imnenming

e of
$62.50
FRISAT-SUN
*Craruities & Taxes

M M2 Telegraph RS
S, 332929

WiCKERW( KS,

" PERFORMING CENTER
PRESENTS

Compan

ebruary 3-4
. %4 Adv:

~ The BestInJazz.
February 18 — 8:00 p,m
‘45 Advanced/$6 At Door

Oakland Community College
i e Campus N
& RESERVATIONS
‘471-7700 * ; :

879-2100% .
NORTHFIELD HILTON

00 Crooks Rud.at1- 79

“Joutney with me fo
a world beyond
space and time...
and expetience
something you'll
remember the
longast day you livel"

[SYACKSTONE

AMERICA'® FOREMOST
MAGICIAN

MARCH 17 7:30 P.M,
MARCH 182:00 & 7:30
MARCH 19 2:00P.M,

INFORMATION &
PHORE CHARDE
983-7680

OROUP BALEB
Peg 563-7822

NOW THROUGH
FEB. 18th

 MUSIC HALL C
350 MADISON A
DET IC

MICHIGAN

Always three in a row. No Bulll For your NO BULL! bumper sticker
send name, address, city, zIp to: NO BULL, BOX 1130, Detroit, 48235




