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Players’ ‘Elephant Man’ deserves to be seen

.. Performances of the Spotlight
Players production of “The Ele-
phant Man” continue at 8 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday at the John Glenn
High School Auditorium, 36105 Mar-
quelte, west of Wayne Road, West-
land. For ticket information, call
595-6117 or 522.2326.

By Dabl Barsamlan
Bpociat writer

The Spotlight Players production of
“The Elcphant Man" by Bernard
Pomerance Is an extraordinary effort.

Performances of the Plymouth
Theatre Guild production of “Bad
Seced” by Maxwell Anderson contin-
ue at 8 pm. Friday-Saturday at
Central Middle School, Church and
Main strects, Plymouth. Fer ticket
information, call 453-7505,

By Bob Walbel
spocial writor

The Plymouth Theatre Gulld's latest
production, *“Had Seed,” I3 2 first-rate
thriller with shocking moments that
. keep the audience In suspense to the
* very end.

This 30-year-old play was Maxwell
Anderson's last, but it's as modern as
today's newspaper headlines of random
senseless juvenile violence, It's what
you might call a dramatlc answer to
the old radio show “The Shadow" that
began with the rhetorical question . . .
“Who knows what evll lurks In the
hearts of men??

In “Bad Sced™ it's not a man or a
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Belng o part of this sudlence is on ex-
perienco you won't s0on forget.

“The Elephant Man® deals with the
life and times of John Merrick, who
lived in England In the late 13005 and
suffered from neuroflbromatosls, & de-
libitating disorder In which huge sack-
like folds grow from the suffer's skin.
Merrick was hideously disfigured,

The"dmmn deplets a man whose

uses Merrick’s physleal non-conformity
as a springboard from which to com-
ment on major soclal issues and cons-
traints,

To produce this play Is an ambitious
project, but the Spotlight Players ac-
cepta ul;: chatlenge. Thr(.-l production ex-

h an

The cast Is remarkable. Many por-
tray double rofcs, Yet they all move
with precise understanding and intent.
Thmvurk together lke a well-tuned

ma e,
David Rago as John Merrick glves a
sensitive aad Intelligent portrayal, His
y threed!

-

cels bol

CO-DIRECTORS John P. Eastman
and Gall Susan, Mack have surpassed

apiclt in splte of

and physieal brutality inflicted on him
by a socicty that Is ili-equipped to cope
with hls physical devi; . ¥

and
this play to such de-

. They have
dellcately dealgned
gree that na detall Is overlooked. Their

woman but an 8-year-old child who has
a heart 0 evll she can commit cold-
blooded murder without a trace of
gullt. As the story unfolds the audience
Is asked to consider, is this the result of
heredity (“Some people are simply born
as bad sceds.”) or is it 2 matter of envi-
ronment (In which case the parents and
soclety are to blame)?

The center of this controversy is It
tle Rhoda, played expertly by
Meclanle Fallow, She is the perfect pic-
ture of Innocence, sweetness and
charm one might expeet of an 8-year-
o)d child In front ol Mother and other
adults — and at other times she is o
seltish, pragmatic, clever klller.

CYNTHIA SZCZESNY plays the
mother, Christine, who bears the brunt
of the psychologlcal trauma caused by
her daughter. She ls outstanding as a
tragle herolne, who slowly becomes
aware of what Rhoda Is up to. Chris-
tinc’s compassion a3 a mother, together
with confirmation of the reallty of hor-
rlfying dreams regarding her own past,

P is nearly perfect.

50 and
bellevable that you wlll geautnely grow
to love him. His conslatency of charac-
ter i mesmerizing. Rago Is simply out-
atanding.

Henry Bennett equally excels In his
portrayal of Dr. Frederick 'h'evLes. who

and p Itisa &d role, Enough cannot be said of the technl-
in that tho character develops and ex-  cal elements of this production, Light-

pands as the play evolves.

Bennett never loses track of his char-
acter’s direction. He Is flrmiy In con-
trol from the opening to the finish. The
audlence feels pain and confusion
and truly with him,

serves as Merrick’s personal

‘Bad Seed’ shocks the audience

review

lead to even more shocking and chiiling
results,

Sue Ellen Haukkala Is engeging as
her bubbly friend, Monica Breedlove,
who is constantly analyzing pecple as
she Introduces psychiatric fdeas to the

lay.
P The central theme of “Bad Secd” Iy
convinelngly presented by Chuck Mil-
ler, Christlne's father (who believes
crime s caused by cavironment) and
Peter Couse as Reglnald Tasker, a
mystery writer and amateur eriminol-
ogist, who belleves that a few people
are simply born as bad seeds,

The only problem with Couse is his
make-up. The aging is too obvlous, Oth-
crwise, the rest of the cast Is uniformly

good,
Ctemle Cyburt as Mra. Diable, the

mother of a murdered boy, Is very good
as an aleoholic woman trying to get to
the bottem of her son's death. And Ef-
fle Kuisel as Miss Fern looks perfeet as
Rhoda’s white-haired schoolteacher,

ANOTHER GOOD character role Is
turned ln by Gerry L'Heurcux as
Leroy, the apartment janitor, who has
the misfortunc to cross wits with Rho-
da, Other members of the supporting
cast are Robert Myrtle, Gary Burton,
Jack Farrow and Lisa Risko,

Costumcs, set, sound and lghting are
well done and contribute to the sinlster
atmosphere of the play. The show Is di-
rected by Patriela Bray-LaFrambolse,
who has put together a very suspense-
{ul and entertalnlng evening of theater.
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 table talk

f;Benjie’s
‘Restaurant

¢, Chef Benjie Pearlman offers an up-
~‘date on his family restaurant, Ben-
“jle’s Fish and Seafood, at 28500 Or-
: chard Lake Road, between Middlebelt
+ and Cass Lake Roads, In Sylvan Lake.
- Benjic's has added *Michigan's only
i‘authentic wine bar,” Pearlman sald.

80 bottles of wine by the glass, “The
nltrogen system maintains the quallty
of winc up to slx months,” he sald,
*“There Is a capacity for 30 bottles {to
be open) on the nltrogen system.”
Pearlman said the restaurant pro-
vides the largest selection of fish in
Oakland County, served broiled, char-
brolled, sauteed, poached or baked,
Benjie's is one of three restaurants in
the area that has Mesquite-grilled
{ish (using Mexlcan charcoal). Dinner

Hours are 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. seven
days, except Sundays when closing is
atyp.m.

Pontch changes

The Top of the Pontch at the Hotel
Pontchartrain in downtown Detroit
now has a more complete dlaner
menu and a special affter-theater

starting at $7.95. Dinner entrecs are
priced from $16.75 for Sole en Croute
to Alaskan King Crab Legs at $20.95,

Scampi Scampi, Shrimp Chablisenne,
Veal Chop Lavalier, Rack of Lamb
Parstlle and Danish Lobster Tails are
all at $19.75. A new Heppy Hour has
apeclal drink prices and hors
d'oeuvres, served from 5-7:30 p.m,
and 10:30 to closing. Winter schedule
{for the restaurant Includes Thursday-

Mra. Kendall, an actress and Mer-
rick’s closest friend, is portrayed by
lorraine Parent. Parent depicts a
wanm aristocrat, with style and verve,
but the role deserves more. We need to
see a mature character who has known
pain and vulnerabllity h:;sel!‘

WITHOUT THE audience’s aware-
neas of this alde of her character, she
cannat bellevably empathize with Mer-
rick as she should. Parent never hints
of vulnerabllity. In this one respect, her
youth may be a handicap.

Ing, designed by Gall Susan Mack, Ly
Just great. It s particularly effective
durtng the m scencs.

‘The sot, designed by both directors,
is simple, clegant and functlonal, The
musle, interspersed throughout, 1s [n-
telligently selected and lends itself to
the mood of the play.

Costumes are wonderful. The overall
costume plan I creative and artlstle,
and each costume is appropriate to the
period.

The production staff can be congrat-
ulated. It is rare that all technicat func-
tions fuse 30 perfectly to augment the
acilon of the play.

In a word, this play is beautlful. Ic
exhiblts quallty In every respect.
Please see this wonderful production.
It is community theater at its best.
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ON THE TOWN]

The ad appearing in the Monday, January 30, 1984
edition of the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers for
Marleen G’s was incorrect,

The Observer and Eccentric Newspapers regrets
any inconvenience this has caused Marleen G’s, the
restaurants involved, and their customers.

Please refer to the ad below for the correct days
and times.
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. At present, the bar s set up to serve  prices range from $4.50 to $12.05. menu with lighter entrees at prices Saturday evenlngs, : :
: « LINGERIE FASHION SHOW ¢
Send Your Love Around The World. rs AVE . » Lingerie + Swim Wear « Active Wear
“‘”’W‘:‘&?l“ﬂhblwhmd‘“‘h"ﬂm" ! FORBOOKINGS OR PRIVATE SHOWINGS ®
Christian Childrens Fund, Inc, Tll 6 | st CALL MARLEEN G. 453-8415 °
1-800;3'23-3393 . I Y ® trough WEEKLY BOOKINGS °
you're scale: y 6 pm., X 029, B BTOYAN'S HENRY'S PLACE FINGER'S SALOON MITCH Hou: g | @
you get your choice of 10 deicctablc w";'.,ﬁﬁ'ﬂ”ﬁsi’émfssﬁfuf : o 4% om H ity Talla agm 12 2a6m "'"'15"5.“'&:2“ °
Y3 Muer entrees — Presh Catch, Chincse g I i 281-5500 336-5000 353-3910 : E
Sauté and more, Plus Charicy's Jdts LION & SWORD  MR. McQINNY'S COL. CLINKERS
ﬁa o 9 Chowder. House Salad, M-$300% 0450 "‘"”".z,_m‘ hom ,SHICKETCLUB | o !
Hat Homemadc Bread, $795 337-1840 A75-7038 :
> JAPANESE and CHINESE beverage and dessertt ) o
o= Restaurant - Feb. 14th ONLY | 3
inese Lunches from ! " as‘ SPECIAL VALENTINE | S |
ese Lunches fro - = DINNER SHOW o f
CARAT.OUT3 OH GRNESE FOQ0 478-3800 Grand River, between 27770Pymouth 19385 Beach Daiy o [
Ghinesetunch 153 Japanese Lunch 11.3 Orchacd Lake & Middicbett, Parmington wEk WA st iouor EXTRA\;;\GANZA ok
FRL & BAT. Ut 10:30 aQuun Huor, o LIVONA AEOFOND - N Mitch Housay's
o s SioaENoNeRY R oot 51 4271000 537.0740 ””fn?r?i?ﬁ:""" e
= ‘n = 7:30 p.m. :
e CHRISTO'S =8 Mile °
26990 W. 8 MILE + 4 BLKS. E. OF INKSTER R0, Girl Scout l’(t:cnnl:»:':dnnn g
PR R i
“KING OF T O¥og Cookies. .o

From This
Day Forward
Leave the
Planning to Us.

Congratulations and relax!

Our experts are on hand to
start planning your rehearsal

\—W
Early Bird Dinners O°

& Cider Mill !
10685 Warran Rd. (% Mila W, of Naplar) ]

Plymouth 455-2290 dinner, reception, brides- Served from 3 7pm
= maid’s luncheon, and much R
morce Filet Mignon $7.95

Call us today ® Our cater-
ing director will begin plan-
ning with you a most memora-
ble cclebration ® And you
can make reservations at our
hotel for a honeymoon suite at
the same time @
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LIVONIA WEST
6 Mile Rd. & 1-273  Ph, 464:1300

Broiled Scrod  $5.95
$5.95

Chicken Teriyaki
Friday Fish Fry —
4-10 P.M. All-You-Can-Eat

«..0N & variely of trails which
includa rolling, wooded aroas

LIGHTED, GROOMED TRAILS
OPEN UNTIL 10:00 p.m.
« An oxcellon! solection of new rental equipmoni
* A Cider Milt with an atiractive warming room
Bi 1hat serves Hot Cider and Donuist
« Lighted Ice Skating area.

So why not make resorvallons tor an
avening akating or skllng party!
Hours: Dally 10 a.m.-10 p.m, 1
Boglnnar Lessons Avallable :




