| To draw a face — studly it carefully

This Is apother in a series of Jes
s0ns on art and
drawing by spe-
clal columnist
Davld Mesalng,
He has taught
for elght years
and operates an
art store, Art
Store and More,’
18774  Middle- <« '\
belt, Llvonta. Messing

Artifacts

questions and comments from read-
ers, You may wrlte hlm at his store
or ¢/o Observer Newspapers, 23352

48024,

Farmington Road, Farmington MI

By David Messing
specla) writer

I ended the last Artifacts column
wlth a statement about everyone's face
belng relatively the same, yet wonder-
{ully different.

Well, my wife Sandy has an identical
twin, and this forees me to alter that
statemnent to: wonderfully the same,
yet relatively different. In the 17 years
that I have known the twins I have only
mixed them up about 172 times!

Hoy, could T tell you some storles,
One day while 1 was taking a shower,
my wlfe opened the door and said,
“Honey, I'm golog shopplng, I'll be
back i an hour.” It seemed withln sec-

onds after 1 heard the side door clase .

that Sandy was back agaln, knocking at
the door,

Grumbling and dripplng, I wrapped a
towel around mysell, opened the door
and asked: “What's the matter, did you
forget something?” Then, after what
secmed like an hour, my wife's twin
#aid, “No, but I think you did”

I was In the twilight zone for a sec-
ond or two and then I began looking
close to find that agaln I had mlstaken
Sue for Sandy.

When I am looking for the differenc.
3, I can casily teil the two apart. Dut,
with just a casual glance, { do have
some dlfficulty distingutshing between
them,

A CASUAL glance is how we go
through most of our day, After all, if
you study the facial features of every
person you see durlng the day you
would be viewed as a fllrt at best and
at worst a “welrdo."

It ls, however, the assignment of an
artlst, when commlssioned to draw
anything or any person, to lock closely
and study carcfully, If, for example,
Yyou are to do a portralt of a person, you
should think back to the basic shape in
each of the features, then change those
features to match the features of your
model.

Every “drawlng of the head" book
ever written has a dlagram which
shows how the features should relate to
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each other. That's fine, but these rela-
tionships arc average, or should I say
1dea, relationships of features, _

Your model subject will surely vary
from the diagrammed face In a learn-
to-draw book, When I was about 20
years old I fell In love with anatomy, I
studled It to perfection, I even wit-
nessed dlssections to better understand
the relatlonships of musele and bone.

My anatomy teacher was Mr. Zam-
bryski, the all-time most difficult pro-

tions when d'mwlng a face,
ideal faces and bodies provided in my
books,

‘The construction of the human head
is first a study in proportion. First,
work to Jocate and positlon each fea-
ture to produce a human-face, Then
change the features of your subject. -

Basleally, the relationship of the fea-
tures of the face and head are simple,
Tlest, lightly sketch the oulllne of the
head. Then divide this egg-ahaped oval
In half to produce the line of the eyes.
R asl tioned last week,

fessor at Wayne State U y. When
he walked into our Anatomy 0100 class,
four students stood up and dropped the
class immediately! (What a reputation
be had) He made us learn 30 much
about every bone, muscle and tendon
that at tlmes we throught we were In
pre-med school.

Now, 18 years later, I still remember
the basics, I was 8o wrapped up In anat.
omy that I forgot that real people var-

ed from the anatomy books and plc-
tures,

ONE DAY I was brought back down
to carth when 2 little woman atepped
onto the bus. Ears, according to every
anatomy book, are supposed to.be Io-
cated somewhere between the ecye-
brows and the line of the lps. But this
woman had a set of ears (hat just
wouldn't quit. Her ear lobes were well
below the line of her lips and the tops
of her ears were hidden under a hat.

In amazement £ atared at her profile.
Therc, by revelation, I learned that att
humans in some way vary from the

to develop both cyes at the same time.
‘The distance between the eyes Is usual-
1y the width of one eye.

To locate the length of the nose and
lne of the mouth, divide the face Into
tbree equal parts. Allow this division to
start at the hairline, not the tap of the
head, and end at the chin. So one-third
{rom the halrline is the lne of the eye-
brows and two-thirds from the hairline
Is the locatlon of the nose. Have I lost
you yet?

THE THIRD PART is where we wlll
tocate (he mouth. To do o divide this
third part into thirds, One-third down
from the lne of the nose Is the line of
the llps. Now, re-establish the outllne
of the head to better {1t the features.

To check your creation (or creature)
the width of the head at the eyes should
be about the same as the distance from
the line of the eyes to the chin, Remem-
ber, also, Lhe halrline (or in my case
where the hairllne used to be) is not at
the top of the head. The halrline is
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down from the top of the head about
the same distonce as the lIp line is
from the line of the nose,

One other check Is that the width of
the nosa I usually equal to the distance
between the eyes. Semewhere between
the llne of the eyebrows and the line of
the lips locate the ears,

‘The balr on the head should be drawn
80 that It 1a larger than the beginning
shape of the head, Often beglnning stu-
dents plaster the halr down so that it's
exactly the line of the head,

The eyes and mouth are the shapes ,
they are because of the underlying
muscles. Both eyes and mouth have an
orbiting or clreular, group of muscles.
The skin wrinkles at perpendiculars to
the dircction of the muscles. This is
why we develop radiating wrinkles
around the mouth and those (awful on
women, distingulshed on men) erows
feet outside the eyes.

THE CONSTRUCTION of the nose
and eara s mostly cartllage. For this
reason, the nose stays pretty smooth
mast of our llves. So if you are upsct
about your crows fcet, maybe you'll
feel better if you just brag about how
smoath your nose ta,

Slnce T have a beard, I am expert on
{facial halr, I grew a beard to hide a
factal defect ~ a double chin, The dou..
ble chin is gone, but I can’t even think
about shaving off my “natural beauty,”
aslcall it

One day my family talked me into '
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Prodigious Picasso :
Amang the 253 prints by Pablo Piczsso ot Detroit Inslitute of Arts
through March 25 is “The Weeping Woman,” pictured above, Done | |
in 1937, it is drypoint, sugar-lift aquatint and scraper, Included in |
“Picasso the Printmaker” are lithographs, scrigraphs, etchings,
woodcuts, linolecum cuts and monotypes. Open, free of charge, |:
9:30 a.m, to 5:30 p.m, Tuesday-Sunday. H

shaving off my beard. I bounded, bare-
faced, into the living room singing.
There, in sllence, 1 atood waiting for n
comment. Finzlly, somcone said,
“Maybe you ought fo grow it back.”

Anyway, drawing facial halr Is
sometimes difflcult. For example, you
don't want the eyebrows or mustache
of a man to look palnted or fake. The
trick to drawing reallstic halrlines and
factal hair is to stowly graduate Into
dense hair with soft, fuzxy cdges where
the skin is gradually covered by hair or
whiskery,

Always construct the head and locate
all the features before you begln add-
ing on the halr of the head or the beard
on the face, Nothing looks more ama-
teurish than a sketch of some old,
bearded man that is all out of propor-
tlon. This same rule applles for draw-
Ing clowns. Flrst draw the face struc-
turally corvect, then add the clownlike
colors and features.

NEXT TIME you Jook at a painting
of clowns, Imaginc what those faces
would look llke wlithout the makeup,
Often artlst are se cager to draw the
beard of an old man or the facial pat.
terns of the clown that they fall to sup-
port them with accurate and propot-
tioncd features.

ause of the proportionate accura-
cy of the human body anyone that can
count, can censtruct a decent drawlng
of a head on paper.
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Although winter covers
Michigan and only seed
catalogs remind us of the
gardening scason, now is
the time to sharpen your
horticultural skllls,

Starting on Feb, 3, the
Master Gardener tralning
program starts in Qak-
land County. The In-depth
sessions will be held on
Tuesdays for 10 woeks,
Sessions will run from 10
p.m. at the
North Office Bullding lo-
In the Oakland
Counly Government
Complex near Pontiac,
The tatal cost for partici-
pating in the Master Gar- |
dencr Program [s $30.

Unllke other elasses on
gardening, Master Gar.
dener is designed for peo-
ple with at least a moder-
ate level of horticultural
However,

Master gardener
ciasses start Feb. 3

volunteers fulflll an’
acitve educatlonal role
by staffing plant clinics,
telephone  hatlines  and
giving gardenlng talks, ;
Of course, other cduca-
tional services can be ac- -
ceptable. :

previous formal training
isn't requlred.

Master Gardener can-
didates are also expected
to voluntecr at least 30
hours of time during the
upcoming gardening sea-
son. Master Gardener

BOUTHFIELD OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 !
18787 JCANEYTL. 5pacious 4 bedioom colomal, Famly 1oom. Lre.
ol AN 19C 00N, aTlBched Garage. MOvain Condiion, many
anleas $79.900
20860 ANDOVLA. BEACON SQUARL. Shap 4 bedroom colomas .
P Witchen nd mcronare o

Must see' $79.900. Axbuma morigage. sefior il deal,

BOUTHFIELD BY APPOINTMENT

DBEACON SQUARE Lovery 4 bedroom, 2'» bath calbmal fuat Foor
Taundry, 18/¢ Iamdy (G0m. fieplace, paneiad bbrary, Cueutsr Qiirs A
reatbesoly Asking 582,000

CAANDBROOK VILLAGE charmug J basioom Tri Treed settig bach-
90 41188, Farmuly 100m, 18modeied MChe. Hiwae foaturs. mare.
W ondition Asing 61,900

SHARON LEADOWS. immaculate 3 bwdroom colonal Famiy room,
Pewlace, attached Gaage. 1328 £00m3. med-S70 8. Akume moxtasge
o BWH L C.lerms.

Pomeroy == Realtors

—.259-3344

= SHAINE PARISH

LATHUP VILLAGE CAPE COD

« Berkloy's Oakland Manor

*5b - 2% baths, raom
« Cozy, hatural firoplace, attachad garage

« Estate alzod fonced yard

* A roal buy al $79,060

2 spacious bedrooms, 2 baths, den
« Large living room with fizoplaco

« Nower furnace & rool, full basemant
+ Large Doublo Lot, 2% car garage

* Land Contract torms $59,800 557-6700

! PRICED TO SELL

. Pillarod Colontal in prestiglous nelghborhood, trood
area

« Four badrooms, 2% baths

+ Contral alr, loads of storage spnco

*$129,900

540-6777

FAMILY HOME
» Cusiom bullt with hurdwood floors
* Wot plaster walls, paneled doors
« Formal dirlng room, library
+ Pleasart Ridgo location
»$118,500

540-8777

. RESORT LIVING
-+ Stunning contemporary condo with spoctacular
pond viaw
+ Coramic foyer, mirrored hallway, recessed lights,
decorator wallpapor
» Parquet floor In kitchen

851-2303

SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP
© . '557-6700

BIRMINGHAM.

LATHRUP VILLAGE'S FINEST

+ MaJesiic Colonlal with large master bodroom

* Largo famlly room with raso flreptace systom that
warms tho entlre house

* 2% baths, finished basoment, central alr

+ 1ST OFFERING AT $84,400 567-8700

ROYAL OAK -

. 5406777

- Raflnished fioars; decorator blinds

» Super now dock; roc room with bar
*+ Mature troos; fine Southtiold Sub

*$74,900 643-8500

RN pas W
CITY OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS

« Quality built construetion by Lorimer
« Living room with mantaled fireplace
* Formal dining room, tamily room

* Master bedroom with full bath
»$210,00

643-8500

L - TS
NORTH WABEEK OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
1733 Cazringion, W, Bloamield
«North of Long Lake & West of Franklin
+ 5 bedraom colonlal with ariental exterior
* Atrlum with cathedral cellings, 3 story foyer with
skylight
= Glass walled whirlpool, Intercom, alarm system

OPEN SUNDAY 2-5p,M.
4572 Walden r., Dirmingham
* West of Franklin, N. of Walnut Lake Drive
= Enorgy efficiont and spacious
« Faur bedraoms, master with fireplace
« Gourmot kitchan with Jenn Alre
* $229.000 Bloomfield Schools

540-6777

+ Custom elogance at $483.000 557-6700

HO OLONIAL
* Largo threo bodrooms, 2'% baths
« Famlly room with raisod hoarth fireplaco
* Enclosed front porch, larga dock with Jacuzz(
« Emorald Lake priviteges on ,38 acros
*$117,900 643-8500

~2303

A T
BIRMINGHAM TUDOR
«Hardwood tloars, wot plaster

« Step-down llving room with unlque bookcases

* Wondertul family noighborhood
« Closo 10 park, shopping & transporiation
+$109,900 Birmingham Schoots

BLOOMFIELD




