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The Farmington Historical Soclety
has Jaunched @ spring contest to Initi-
ate and encourage original research in
Farmington history,

Farmington grass roots

Contest encourages
original research
in local history

“The society hopes to get entries
from al! age groups, from clementary
achoolchildren on up to our oldest
senfors,” sald John Willyard, the soci-
cly's vice president.

“Our primary desire is to get people
to dig Into thelr attics, cellars and fam-

ily records to put together some Inter-
csting grass roots vigoettes of Jtle In
former times In Farmington.”

Sealors and studenis are cspectally
urged to joln the contest,

“Youngters walking around the sub-
dlvislons here that used to be farms

might find it bard to Imagine what it
was lke golng to a Grange Hall meet-
Ing on that very spot 100 years ago,”
Willyard sald. "With a litile dlgglng,
with a little original research, through
conscrvations with senlors, they can
find out about their hlstory."”

Sources for the entries can be per-
sonol recollectlons, interviews, family
dlaries or letters, old photographs,
palntings, or sketches,

“WE DON'T want anything that can
be looked up In the county records or
anything llke a high-level scholarly the-
sls. We want the day-to-day life things

our contestants can flnd," Willyard
sald, * S

A big concern for the judges will be
the source of the material entered.

““The source has got to be pretty defi-
nite. If the source s through an inter-
view we expect to have the name of the
person interviewed,” Willyard gave as
an example, “But the source could also
be a box someone found in an attie
when they moved Into a house last
week.”

Photographs, paintings, or sketches
enlered in the contest must be cap-
tioned,

Bibliographles of source material
must accompany any entry that is writ-
ten,

As for written entries, length will not
be a conslderatinn,

“If anybody wants to write a book,
that's OK with us, but it must be tegl-
ble,” Willyard sald.

TO GET contestants started on re-
scarch, the soclety suggests entrics
concerning street and place names;

dairy and checse industries; flour and
lumber mills; merchants and town cen-
ter devel or North Farm(.

Entries are to be addressed to Farm-
Ington History Contest, 33308 Shiawas-
see, F

“These are just ideas lo get people
thinking,” Witiyard sald. “They do not
represent contest categories, The judg-
ing wlll all be done based on historical
interest, originality, and age category.”

Cash prizes will be awarded In four
age categorles, and contestants do not
bave ta life In Farmington or Farming.
ton Hills.

“Anyonc Interested in Farmington
history may enter except the Judges,”
Willyard sald,

There will be a flrst overall prize of
$100; second overall prire of $50; and
four best-in-nge category prizes of $25
each, -

‘The age groups are from first to fifth
grade; from sixth to eighth grade; all
high school grades; from college to
adult.

DEADLINE FOR entries is Tues-
day, May 1.

48024,

Ttose entries which contaln photo-
graphs or artifacts will be returned if
requested after the contest winners are
announced, Those announcements wil]
be the highlight of Farmington Histori-
enl Soclety’s annual dinner, set this
year for Friday, Moy 18.

“We're hoping to stlr up a lot of orig-
inal material,” Willyard aaid, “And If o
sulflclent collection of winning cntries
are obtained, we're thinking of publish-
ing them in a booklet that will glve us o
800d pleture of what life was once like
here. -

“Contestants don’t have to be con-
cerned about any particular decade,
whether it was 20 years ago or 120
years ago, fust so long as it is Farming.
ton grass roots."

Nancy Leonard, a member of the
Farmington Historlcal Commission,
will take any questions. She can be
called at 476-4125,

‘Why Hanna’s Skirt Won’t Stay Down’

‘Writer and director uses

By Loralne McClish
. stoff wrllor

When Actors Alllance Theatre Com-
pany decided to produce “Why Hanna's
Skirt Won't Stay Down,” Annelte Madi-
as was ready to go to work.

“It was my kind of story,” sald the
Farmington HIlls resident who Is
directing the play for the Southficld-
based company.

“IVs a wildly funny story that brings
home the message that underneath all
people have funny little quirks they are
anxious to hide; that underneath we are
all the same,

“I do my best work when I'm work-
Ing with o plece that gets across some
message of mental health, and I've
used any and every kind of theater
form that works to do that, Matter of
fact, I don’t have any desire to do any-

Freedom concert
for Soviet Jewry

features

israeli

dance troupe

* The “Third Anntel Freedom Concert
.for Soviet Jewry in Memory of Al M,
‘Rosenberg™ bas been scheduled for 8
‘p.n., Wednesday, March 28, In Adat
-Shalom Synagogue, 29901 Mlddlebelt,
Farmington Hills, The concert wlll fea-

" ture “Anachnu Khan,” an Isracli dance
troupe composed of Soviet Jewish em-
Igres,

Barbara Stollman of Birmingham
and Esther Tuchklaper of Southfleld
« have been named co-chairwoman of the
. event sponsored by Detrolt Sovlet
Jewry Committee (DSJC) of Jewish
Community Councll.
In 1971 members of the dance
. troupe, which was formed In the Soviet
Unlon in 1956, were among the first
eulgrants to Israel in-the renewed
" wave of Sovict repression. In Isracl
- Are Here-Anachun N
"\ The ensemble first toured the United
,.States and Canada in 1975 and In Feb-
* tuary 10768 appeared before the Second
* International Conference on Soviet
Jewry in Brussels. In 1977, the gronp

. Isracl at the
1.Festlval of Folklare in Mexico. Having

* they established their ensemble, “We

CONCERT co-chairwoman Stollman
is a board member of the Women's Di-
vislon of the Allled Jewlsh Campaign,
the Anit-Defamation Leaguo of B'nal
Brith and the Unlted Hebrew Schools,
She has served as a member of the
steering commlttee for Bar-Ten Upl-
versity and on the board of the Jewlsh
Assoclation for Retarded Cltizons,

Istant Programmer for Cultural
Aris at the Jewish Communlly Center,
‘TuchXlaper 13 an aclive member of the
DSJC Special Events Subcommltted,
She is president of the Murray C.
Zelger Chupter of B'nal B'rith Women
and Hospltality and Soviet Jewry
chalrwoman for the B'nal B'rith Coun-
<li. Tuchklaper Is & member of Hadaa-
sah and Children of Holocaust-Survi-
vors Assoclation in Michlgan
(C.H.ALM,). She has traveled on mis-
slons to Isracl, worked with the Young
Adult Division of the Allied Jewish
Campaign and served on the Israel In-
dependence Day Committee,

Announcing the appointment of Stoll-
twan and Tuchklaper are Joel D. Ger-
shenson of Farmington Hills, chalr-
man, and Gerald Rogers of Southfield,

hal of the DSJC.

+ recently marked its 25th Y
“Anachou Khan" represents a mille-
tlone [n the history of Jawkth spiritual

. and physleal survival,
- Procends from the concert will haca-
5 fit the advocacy actlvities of the DSIC

: Ioclnding malling of packages and ~ Sharon

phope calls to Soviet refuseniks, -
Ticket prices are $250 benelactor;
~ 8100 sgomor, $50 pumm and m
. general sponsor

" ‘bepefactor tickets entitlo tha holder to
, Teserved seating and perticipation in
* e ailergiow,

1

Membera of the special events com-
mlttea responsible for concert arraoge.
ments are Alex Goldls, Geri and Nat
Goldstobe, Dean Gould, Wiiliam
Graham, Judlth Grant Granader,
Hart, Dorothy Harwood, Ida
Joyrich, Patricla Levine, Beverly Liss,
Jackie Rogers, Phyllls 3
Rabbl Efry Spectre, Sylvia Starkman,
Sberwin and Emily Tukel, and Pam V1.
viano.

'To arder tickets, phone the Datreit
Soviet Jewry Commitice at $62-1880.

» would lke to become

theater to bring home messages of mental health

thing In theater that doesn't have some
social significance.”

Curtaln time Is 8:30 p.m. Fridaya and
Saturdays and at 6:30 p.m. Sundays for
the Tom Eyen play that confinues
through March 4 in Actors Alllance
Theatre, 30800 Evergreen,

Eyen Is the author of “Dreamgirls,”
He has wrltten for Bette Midler and
“Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman.”

“WHY HANNA'S Skirt Won't Stay
Down” is set in a Coney Island fun
house, “which just bappens to be per-
(ec; for theater-in-the-round,” Madins
sald,

“It Is fareleal at times, od bur-
lesque, but it tells about loneliness, the
alienation the characters feel, and it
connects those feclings to the audlence,
P with theater-in-th d.

“Eyen gets across that no matter
how Intimate we are with someone else
that when show-down time comes, you
are on your own,

“He uses some blzarre methods to i1
lustrate that the feelings you have you
think are bizarre are realiy not that bi-
zarre at all. Everybody has something
they are careful not to ahow to others.
By the end of the play all that whacki-
hess doesn't seem 1o ba 80 whacky after
all"

The play has four major and oqual
roles portrayed by Ellcen Elllot of
Farmington Hills; Rod Moeller of
Berkley; Chuck Greenin of East De-

trolt; and John Puchalskl of Ham.
tramck,

ICH
“It's been a challenge to direct that
circus atmosphere, but I am 3o pleased
wlith my actors and so In love with that
play. It’s pulling everything I ever did
together for me,” Madias said.

WHAT MADIAS has pulled together
for herself Is a background in theater
and a background in soclal work which
she works at stmultancousy, ,

Her full-time job is crials interven.
tlon with the Emergency Telephone
Service Suiclde Prevention, but says
ber {irst love i3 the theater, a career
she prepared for with a degree in fine
arts at Unlversity of Detrolt,

Her first Job out of college was with
Common Ground, a 24-hour social ser-
vice agency in Birmingham, It was a
summer CETA position that called for
& bit of clerieal work, a bit of social
work, and a bit of theatrical knowledge
to ald In role-playing therapy as well as
the production of short akits,

1t wasn't long before she was writing
and producing plays that dealt with do-
mestlc violence or sudden Infant death
or drugs or sexuality or "“whatever so-
cial Issue was at hand that needed ad-
dressing at the time," she sald.

She eventually headed up Common
Ground's drama theater and toured
with it to local achools.

“At the time, I knew about theater,
but not too much about those kinds of

—_——
‘it is tarcical at
times, ofd
buriesque, but it
telle about
lonelinass; the
allenation the
characters fecl, and
it connects those
fealings to the
audience,
particularly with
theater-in-the-
round.’

~— Annelte Madi:

—_—

crisls, so everything that was proposed
I was the one who did the research on
1t, and In depih.

“At the same tUme I was keeping up

Proposed Toastmasters Club

needs members to get going

A chapter of T Interna-
tional £s in the process of belng orga-
nized for residents in Farmington,
Farmington Hills and Livonta,

Phyllis Sulllvan, 2 member of Toast-
masters in Plymouth, has slx residents
signed up to get the new club under
way, but requirements for a charter de-
mand 20, .

Before determining a time, date and
place for the new club’s meeting place
she wants to hear from others who
r mem-
bers. She will take calls at 455-1035,

"I's & club for . Improv

bly particlpate in any speak-

ing situation with confldence and as-
surance.

‘The program allows a member to de-
velop at his or her awn pace.
*  “Fees for membershlp are modest,”
Sulllvan safd, atressing that the pro-
gram ls not a classroom sltuation, but
club members meeting for dinner In an
atmosphere of growth and develop-
ment.

TOASTMASTERS has a lcarn-by-
dolag philosophy.
Members don't guarantee the plrho-
11

How-to cxpericnces are offered in
the use of volce varfety, word pletures,
persuasion and making what (he speak.
er wants Lo say clear.

To asslst the newer members, the
program [ncludes evaluation on bolh
prepared and Impromptu talks by fal-
low-members, The evaluations follow a
preseribed procedure that is an inta-
gral part of Toastmasters’ program.

After the basles, speaking skills are
honed and enhanced with opportunlttes

with those Issues, I was kecping up with
the teens’ current fads and languages
and whatever was bothering them at
the time. It was the tralning ground for
every possible kind of crisis that I work
wlth every day now,” Madlas sald.

TAKING ON the two jobs this time
the year Is particularly demanding
s,

anuary and February are down
months,” ‘ahe sald, “The shelters,
whether for the homeless or because of
domestlc violence are flited to capacity
right now, Stress runs high when people
are out of work. Everybody worklng in
any kind of human service agency hits
a high polnt In ease londs thls time of
the year.

“Late last month was particularly
heavy for us after ‘Something About
Amella’ was shown on television,” she
sald of the drama on Incest, “It pro-
voked an extraordinary number of peo-
ple 1o get to thelr telephones to report
such a case, at lcast [n the Detroit
area.”

She balances the demands of crisls

with her directing job,

of
fo:

to take p P or galn ex.
perfence in conference, convention and
program arrangements,

T p provides

ing your
speaking skifls with tho world leadar in
and lead kills,"

she sald.

“Toastmasters will put you up front
when expressing your thoughts and Ide-
43 to others, and a1 you become a more
effective communicator, you will natu-
rally be In demand a3 a leader,”

The T C

gram wi e

in the stomach for the new-

comet but It will “"kecp them flying In
formation,” Sullivan sald,

After the first iccbreaker, the mem-

ber is on his or her own to set the speed

g&nde\‘le‘lopinen! while all the timo

and Leadership program aims to take
the shy and hesltant to one who can

g 10 techniques on how
%o stata a purpose and how to properly
conmuctupqch,'

prep
materials on speaking, listening, dls-
cusslon, parliamentary procedure, au-
diovisual techniques and meeting pro-
cedures, )

Members recelve The Toastmaster
Magazine once a month, and an oppor-
tunity to compete ln Toastmasiers
speech contest, “The World Champlon-
ship of Publlc Speaking.”

‘“Hanna's Skirt’ Is up-beat,” she sald,
"It is the best way I know to give peo-
ple a bit of insight into themselves for
the promoticn of good mental health.”

1t Is the sccond show sh's directed for
Actors Alllance, which shares a bulld-,
Ing with Lycee International on the
corner of Evergreen and 13 Mile.

Ticket Informatlon for the Off
Broadway comedy hit i3 available by
calling the box office, 642-1328.




