Bawdy humor
marks comedy
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* Ticket stubs ltter the floor, and
gaudy lights flicker inslde the funhouse
where we meet three sleazy characters
and bear about a dozen more.

', THERE'S HANNA, a woman
trapped In a holding pattern of repeat-
ed mistakes. Yeara ago, she hooked up
with the wrong man, had a kid, lost the
man, farmed the kid out for adoplion
and started tho fiasco all aver again
with a new wrong man.

Ellcen Eltlot Is an engaging Hanna,
She's good to look at and makes us feel
sympathy for the stupidity in Hanon's
life. The Henna role seems created for
a Bette Mldler type. In fact, the play's
author, Tom Eyen, writes comedy
routines for Bette Midler,

Elliot doesn’t have Lhe voluptuous,
carthy toughness of a Midler, She plays
an almost gentle Hanna, a vietm who
hides behind tough talk, Her portrayal
works, but the uninvited ghost of Bette
Mldler hangs about to make us wonder
how Bette would have done the part.

Rodney Moeller plays Arizona, a
narcissist who preens in front of the
mirrors at the fun house. He's a man on
the make, a no-good drifter who will-

- ingly takes advantage of women
cause they ask him to,

First in his Jong list of women was
the atuffy llbrarian back home who
took him behind the stacks In the relig-
fon sectlon, In his skimpy beach-boy
costume, Moeller's boyish blond mas-
cullnity is winning, and he does fine
things with the part of Arixona.

‘THE PLAY IS a llvely, raunchy, fun-
ny freak show, a sad commentary on
the riffrail of the world. Loncly and

sometimes nasty little human beings
parade before us ke welrdos on the
midway.

‘The frcakicst character by far is
Hanna's sister, Sophie, the bald Avon
lady, Casting John Puchalski &3 Sophie
was a brilllant declsion by director An-
nette Madias, This dour hulk in yellow
chiffon and platlnum curls Is a
bonafide
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For valentines

You and your valentlne can get to-
gether at a romantic dlaner for two
on Tuesday, Feb. 14, St. Valentine's
Day, ‘at the Clarkston Cafe, 18 S,
Main, Clarkston. Choice of entree Is
Chateaubriang for (wo with bernaise
sguce, or rack of Jamb for two with
beurre rouge sauce, plus soup, cacsar
salad, herd potato, carrot flan and

Puchalskl ks low key and wonderfully
absurd as the bllmp of a Jady with sear-
let fingernails and a voracous appetite
for young boys, :

As usunl with Actors Alllance pro-
ductions, every detail is cleverly Inte-
grated to support the mood. The music
backup is sometimes inspired, 23 when
the theme from *Chariots of Fire®
plays for the false muscle man, Ari-
u.:lzla, who asplres to nothing and never
will.

HANDEL'S "MESSIAH"
ponderous entrance of the thoroughly
uespiritual Sophic. The funhouse set
uses a trapeze, a Hited runway and a
swing 1o vary the Jevels of the zany ac-

lon.

‘The play is well crafted, though
hardly traditional. Instead of working
toward a climay, it deliberately goes
around [n circles, repeating storics and

backs the’

bombe dessert. Dinner for
two Is $30. Other apeclaltics on the
regular menu at the Clarkston Cafe
Include seafood, frog legs In garlic
butter, veal Marsala with fettucino
carbonnara and other dishes from
Provim! veal. Iiours are 11 am. to
mldnight Mendays-Thursdays and un-
11 a.m. Fridays-Saturdaya.

Oysters, pearls

During the week of Valeatine's
Day, D. Dennlson's Seafood Tavern in
Farmiogton Hllls will offer o free
pearl oyster to each of the first 150
couples who buys a regular order of
raw-bar oysters or clams, The special
will run from 5 p.m, Monday, Feb, 13,
untll Friday, Feb. 17, or until the sup-
ply of pearl oysters ls exhausted,

Every pearl oyster is belng guaran-
teed Lo contain a cultured pear] of
gem quality, and some of the oysters
may have doudle pearls. D. Deani-
son’s is at the Orchard Twelve Shop-
ping Plaza at 12 Mlle and Orchard
Lokeroads.

To your sweetie
Jacques Patlsseries, with three lo-

taurant is Blrmingham resldent Ruth
Probst, who formerly awned Noah's
Down Under sandwich shop In town.
Kathi Sheridan, who is preparing
some of the desserts for Cholces, sald
the restaurant will be “a glorifled cof-
fee shop with a unlque menu and light
dinners.” Sheridan operates Some-
thing Chocolatey. She will make four
kind of tortes for Cholces: Chocolate
almond, almond crunch and choco-
late, lemon crunch and peanut butter

cations one in

Farms, has prepared two alies of
wicker baskets {illed with delectables
for Valentine's Day. The $3 alze, a
wicker potato basket, fncludes pre-
serves, candics and cheeses. The $15
slze has candy, sparkling cider,
cliceses, bon bons, tea, a tea infuser,
preserves and Valentine cookles. The
baskets arc tled with hearta and rib-
bons. Jacques Patisserie is the only
pastry shop to take the Gold Medal
for pastries in the last Great Lakes
Food Show at Cobo Hall.

) .
It's Choices

Cholees of Blrmingham, a new res-
taurant, will open the week of March
12 in the Blrmingham Place bullding
at 395 S. Woodward. Owner of the res-

Working women

Lusches for the busy worklng wom-
an are a pew (eature at Benjle’s Fish
and Seafood Restaurant and Wine Bar
at 2650 Orchard Lake Road in Sylvan
Lake. Low-calories dishes and fast
service are promispd for the working
women. The menu features 10 varie-
ties of brolled, char-brolled or
sauteed fish (which owncr Benjie
Pearlman claims is the largest selec-
tlon in Oakland County), as well as
salads, sandwiches and homemade
bread and soup. Benjic’s also has a
new wine bar, which utilizes a nitro-
gen system and can offer 30 bottles of

wine by the glass, at one time, with.
out losing the drink's quallty. Restau.
rant hours are 11 am. to 11 p.m. dal-
1y, except Sunday tHl 9 p.m.

Cards honored,

During February, the Kingsley Inn
In Bloomfleld Hills Is honoring “dln-
ner club” cards (without punching or
devalulng the card). Brothers Gabe
and Sam Zawideh, who own the
Kingsley, are calling February “Get
A Month.* The
serves not only expensive stuff such
as Romanolf Black Seal Caviar, fresh
Miaine lobster and Dover sole flown in
{resh from England but a wide range
of more moderately priced dlshea In-
cluding a special prime rib dinner for
two at $14.95 on Fridays throughout
the year, For more informatlon call
844-1400.

Regional dinner

The Meatlng Place in Orchard
Lake 1s offering “The Foods of Scan-
dinavia™ as February's reglonal din-
ner, every Wednesday.

speeches, just as the go
round In clrcles, stuck In stupld pat-
terns that they're bound to repeat. It's
@ {un house with no exlt,

We laugh at the ribald humor and
miss the pathos untll later. We look at
the characters In tke play the way we
Took at ourselves in the wavy fun house
mirror. We can laugh uproariously at
the freakish dlstortlons becauso we
know, of course, that people aren't re-
ally like that at all, do they? *

Band members
show their faces

Contlinued from Procoding Page

. Mark Gridley teaches psychology at
John Carvoll Unlversity in Ohlo and
plays the flute. "Music has been hls
great love,” Mrs, Gridley says, “and
he's had an Intense deslre to kave ev-
erybody involved with jozz — especlal-
1y his mother.” +

- MARLOWE'S, the wonderfully deco-
rated new jazz room at 25110 Frankln
Road, Southficld, is a visual experience
first of all.

The mirrored, art-deco and ncon-lit
room Is plush, and General Manager
Bob Carmichacl says he wanted to cre-
ote a unique room.

“I wanted Marlowe's to be a center

for entertainment,” Carmichael says,
“and I wanted it to be right for listen.
ll;é; Innd for showling off a musician's
skill”
Orange Lake Drive inaugurated the
room Dec. 7 and was followed In Janu-
ary by flullst Alexander Zonjle. Start-
ing in February, drummer J.C. Heard
of Troy will bring in a big band on
Monday nights.

'From then on,” says Carmichael, “it
will be blg bands on Morday nights at
Marlowe's.”

The Top-40 group Alrwave plays
through y d C
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Pow sVppcaring
BOB SPRINGFIELD
“..singer/gultarist/storyteiler...””
Highly recemmondad, Bob Taldert

SUNDAY HAPPY HOUR
BRUNCH 55 o8 “2t0r 17
Children under 12 -*3~ 4-7p.m,

31231 Southlield Rd. + 644-9250
Mon,-Sat.10:30 a.m. - 2 a.m.: Sun 10:30 a.m. »
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Valentines’s.

Q

Roses are red...
Violets are blue...
Wine and roses
Our gifts to you
Complimentary glass of wine

for the gentleman and a rose
for his lady with dinner on

A special selection of Dinners for
Two will be added to our menu
for this “heartwarming occasion.”

INDULGE YOUR SPECIAL VALENTINE

s (
’ —ACAFE
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL
642-1373 642-2430

30100 Telegraph Road
North of Twelve Mile
Birmingham
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“PRIME WEEKEND SPECIAL”
Prime Rib Dinner with, au jus, soup,
salad, Yorkshire Pudding

FEB. 10,11, 13 & 14
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A SUPER SELECTION
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LOTS 70 CHOOSE FROM

*MT.CLEMENS: 1216 S GRATIOT

OPEN EVENINGS

COME SKIWITH US
at Mt.Holly Ski Area

SUNDAYFEB.12 NOON ‘TIL11P.M.
*ALPINE & CROSS COUNTRY
DEMOS *FUN RACES *DEMO
*SKI' COMPANY REPS
*PRIZES *DANCING *LIVEBAND
*GROOMED SiRiay
COME INTO ANY BAVARIAN VILLAGE SKI SHOP & ASK
FOR YOUR SPECIAL DISCOUNT LIFT TICKET COUPON

PRICES GOOD THRU SAT. FEB.11

*BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 WOODWARD at Sguare Lake Ra
*BIAMINGHAM: 310t TOWNSEND corner of Piercr
SLIVONIA/RENFORD: 147231 TELEGRAPH at the Jotines Fwy
. mile north of 16 M
*EAST DETROIT: 22301 KELLY between 8 and 9 M
*ANN ARBOR: 2336 WASHTENAW west ot U S 23
SFLINT: 4261 MILLER across rom Geneser Valtey Matl
*ALPINE VALLEY: SKI AREA M-59 Mifora

*SUGAR LOAF: SKI AREA 18 mutes north of Traverse Caty
*FARMINGTON HILLS: 27847 ORCHARD LAKE RD at 12 My
*VISA *MASTER CARD *DINERS *AMERICANEXPRESS WELCOME
‘TIL 9 P.M., SATURDAY 10. 5:30

COURSE

338-0803

. 644.5350
534-8200
463-31620
778-7020
973.9340
313-732-5560
887-1970
616-228-6700
553.-8585




