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Optimistic SEMTA plans to expand transit

By Kathy Parriah
stalf writer

Senlor cltlzens who live in Royal Oak
Manor sald they just want thelr Twelve
Mile bus service back so they can get to
the doctor or shopping.

But, tho Southeastern Mlchigan
Transportation Authority (SEMTA} has
bigger gqpls.

Despite drastic cutbacks In October
which ellminated the commuter ralt

and reduced staff and bus service,
SEMTA's board Tucsday approved a .

major transportation. expansion plan
for the seven-county reglon, .

Along with adding zmall and large
buses and “transit centers” In regional
actlvity arcas Hke shoppleg malls or
employment sites, the plan calls for
Light rail rapid transit on Gratlot Lo M.
Clemens, on Woodward from Detrolt to
Pontfac and the Silverdome, a down-
town Detroit people mover and com-
muler rall to Ann Arbor,

The reglonal plan also Includes addt-
tlonal buses in Livl

Monroe and St. Clalr counties, Local
bus service In Port Huron and Wash-
tenaw would be expanded.

SEMTA BOARD Chalrman Dewitt J.
Henty admltted it “may seem lronic”
to talk about expanslon when service is
reduced. But ke believes voters will
pay Lo get a system they can use.

As reasons for the new services, a
SEMTA report cited needs of a grow-
ing number of households, elderly,
young, handicapped and low [ncome
residents. It also noted the move to the
suburbs, a growlng number of dally
trips and an increase in scrvice Lodus-
try workers who rely on public transit.

While Detrolt Is the largest employ-
ment center, the citics of Dearborn,
Livonia, Pontlac, Southffeld, Troy and
Warren have become reglonal employ-
ment and populntion eenters.

“We hope people want newer and
better services, Let's put together a
patkage they want,” urged Henry, o
Wayne County representative from the

area.

SEMTA’s board of divectors adopt-
od a plan which calls for these transit
improvements in Oakland County:

® Light rail on Woodward from
Detroit to Pontlac and the Sllver-
dome,

® 63 small Connector buses,

® 65 fixed-route large buscs.

® An increasingly east/west flxed-
route bus service vrientation with ex-
press, local and Connector service.

® “Translt centers” (where varl-
ous modes of transportation coutd in.

Plan for Oakland County

terconneet) in Novl, Farmington
Hills, Southficld, Royal Oak, Troy,
Birmingham, Rochester, Pontlac/
Waterford and West Bloomileld,

The plan calls for Detroit to
recetve: Additional small Conneclor
buses, 154 flxed-route large buses (18-
percent increase In vehlcle milles),
light rail on Woodward, light rall on
Gratiot, 19 transit centers {not includ-
Ing light ral? statlons), a Downtown
people mover, a commuter rall to
Ann Arbor,
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“This plan will become the center-
plece for rallylng people together In a
dlscusslon of public transit and what It
means to this regloa.”

TO MAKXE room for all of those in-
terested in the plan, the board left its
usual downlown meetlng room for the
roomier Engineering Soclety. of Detrolt
bullding. Henry catled the room change
approprinte because soclety members
“will help to build what we hope will bo
ane of the most efflclent translt sys-
tems in the natlon today.”

Tuesdny’s session was an upbeat one
{or the board, which was forced to dls-
mantle some of Its system last fall to
offsct a §16 milllon o;:chraung dgficit.

Backing It were representatives of
the Greater Detrolt Chamber of Com-
merce, Metropollian Detrolt Visitors
and Conventlon Bureau and Detroit Re-
nalssance.

Also speaking for It was Elizabeth
Arden, a “senfor

It the electlon failed In Oakland
County, no taxes would be levied there,
and the county would recelve no
SEMTA service, he said.

Peterson also asked that capital and

for the 276 resldents of Royal Oak
Macor sealor citizen resldence.

“Those of us who arc capable of
belng independent need transportation
to maintain our health and take care of
our needs,” said Arden, who favored
the plan with restoration of the cut
back Twelve Mile bus service.

SEMTA BOARD member Jobn

Peterson, who represents the Oakland
County Board of Commlssloners, read

A L]
train, reduced buses and routes and
raised the youth fare 25 cents.

As adopted, the consensus plan was
almost exactly like the origlnal one
presented last spring In public hear-
ings,

a which was 2dded to the

plan.

‘The Rochester resident asked that no
significant clement ofethe plan, other
than the federally funded people
mover, be implemented without a vote
of the citlzens for operating funds.
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operating funds bo allocated by
SEMTA equitably among the countias,

The on would take place ooly
after services cut last fall are restored.
There are no, plans to put the commut-
er rall between Pontiac and Detrolt
back in place.

AFTER UNANIMOUS approval by &
valce vote of the SEMTA board, the
plan’s fate now rests with the state
Legislature, which would have to allow
the authority to go to votera for an op-
erating tax. SEMTA has no taxing au-
thority of its own.

SEMTA i3 applylng for federal and
state capltal funds to buy the light rall
systems.

The authority ntends to place ads in
area newspapers to explaln the plan to
the public. 3

It also has hired a North Carclina
firm, DeVries and Assoclates, to set up
a stratdgy plan/public information
program on the necd for a local source
of operating funds.

“IT WILL BE a very difflcult fight.
There’s no doubt about it," acknowl-
edged SEMTA General Manager Gary

rause,

“But it was important to establlsh
what we wanted.”

Krause sald SEMTA's 1979 plan was
adopted by a spllt vote. And even last
year when the plan was first presented,
there was not agreement between
members. .

“We're done debating a whole lot
about what (he plan consists of, Now
our job Is educating the pubtle.”
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The story of Jane & Nicholas
Cobleigh — a handsome man,
... 2 brilliant woman, and a life
together that is almost
paradise.
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up with Caivin Klein.

Miriam Scaduto presents

his newest silhouettes,
including clean-cut
separates of crisp linen,
and much more. Browse
through the collection,
and join us for a formal
presentation at 1 p.m. in
The Woodward Shops at
Hudson's Northland.
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