- Cable c;iom-panieslofbby, for

By TIm Richard
statl writer

A suburban congressman 1s getting a
lot of personal attention as the cable
television {ndustry lobbles for a bill
that would reduce local government
regulation, .

*“Tha restaurants In my 16th Distriet
are getting rich from all the meetings
with mayors and cdltors the cable com-
panies have had,” chuckled US: Rep.
John Dingell, D-Trenton,

Why Dingell's district? Because the
13-term suburban Wayne County con-
gressman chalrs the House Energy and
Commerce Committee. He's In chargo
of House Bitl 4108, reducing local regu-
lation of cable TV.

Local officlals geoerally. oppose the
blll, which would reduce thelr latitude
In granting franchises to cable flrms
that must usc public rights of way to
string wires. The Southeast Michigan
Councll of Governments has siirred a
drumflro of opposition. too.

RIGHT NOW, Dingell s cod] to the

'gclimllo% l!lmjhr o Goldwater's
te Blll 68 passed 87- by the upper
chamber last year, '

And Dingell (sn't warmed up by the
fuct that an old assoclate, former USS.
Rep, James O'Hara, an cast side subur-
ban Democrat, ba lobbying for the cable
companies, -

“The federal government has never’

licensed ‘or regulated cable,” Dingell
sald in an interview. “That's purely
local function. .

“It bas not yet been explalned to me
the great benefit of the federal govern-
ment coming in and telllng the mayors
of the clties I serve thal the federal
government Is now goling to dictate the
terms of tho lcensing agreement be-
tween the cable company and the com-

munlty,

“The cable companles sought the
franchises with great enthusiasm, and
made generous promises to the com-
munities,” Dingell sald. “Now they're
coming to the Congress and saying,
‘Congress, we've executed a bad con-
.trntg. Now you must rescue us from it

THE, CABLE Industry, however, ple-
tures cable companles and thelr sub-
scribers as victims of revenue-hungry

local pollticos.

O'Hara, a lawyer and liberal llke
Dingell, tells about a eity requiring
$100,000 from a cable company to cov
er {ts commlttee expenses, Other war
stories concern communitics requiring
eable firms to give them a police plstol
range and a reflecting pool for clty
ball, along with a percentage of gross
rl:\rcmulwcn,\‘J a3 the price of mm&hlseg.“

Jusi argues t the ts
and shares o'irygrm revenue demanded
by communities are really hidden taxes
which come out of the subseribers’
pockets, not the cable companles’.

‘“You're gonna pay for it In the

rates,” sald O'Hara of thess payments,
“and all you may want to sec is the
movies”

Dingell's retort: “They're blg boys.
They're not chlldren. We're talking
about rlicn and women with a lot of
money, They offer thess things froely.
I've met po one in the cablo business
who bad anyone put a gun at thelr head
and say, ‘You gotta go in and wire
Dearborn or River Rouge.” "

THE INDUSTRY argues that loeal
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Rop. John Dingeil
center of attention

‘It has not yet beon
explained to me the
great benefit of the
fedoral government
coming in and telling the
mayore of the clties

deregulation

Wheeler pointed to major changes
HB 4103 would make:

1. Communities” shares of cable rev-
enue would be capped at § percent
(The current FCC cap Is 3 percent.) The
company would be permitted to show
the fee on the subscriber’s bill. Cities
don't want subscribers to see it. Wheel-
er cited a Misslssippl case In which o

(hy d to 1lft o cable

serve that the fed
government Is now going
to dictate the terms of
the licensing agreement
between the cable '
company and the
community.’

—U.8. Rep. John Dingoll

(lelt) D-Trenton

aspect of interstate commeree (be-
tween statcs),
“Cable TV [s a functlon of intrastate

governments don’t regulate
clal TV, movie theaters, satellite an.
tennas, subscription TV or other cnter-

.talament and communications ser-

vices. Why local regulation of cable
™V

Dingell replied: “First of al), TV has
been tradltlonally regulated by the fed-
eral government (Federal Communlca-
tions Commission) because that is an

commerce (within a state), which has
been trady | by the
states and local units of government. It
(HB 4103) would be a major intrusion
of the federal government Into intra-
state commerce.”

Michlgan'a two Democratic senators
split on the bill, Donald Riegic of Flint
favoring it and Car] Levin of Detrolt
opposed. Deapile the relative ease of
Senate passage, the sledding Is expect-
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ed lo be far tougher in the House,
whose members are more susceptible
to challenge by local mayors In the
next blenniel election.

TROMAS E. WHEELER, prealdent
of the National Cable Television Asso
clation, wax oo of the Industry offi-
clals touring the suburbs recently,

*"The clties are concerned about los-
ing regulatory authority,” Wheeler sald
inan interview. “Well, the bill virtually
grandfathers all exisiing cable con-
tracts, But It doesn't allow the growth
of regulations.”

{lrm’s franchiso if the governmental
fee were shown,

2. The hill sets erlterta for renewing
a franchise. The cable firm would be
entitled ‘to resewal It It lved up to
terms of the contract and had legal and
technical qualifications. Wheeler sald
cable firms have difficulty getting
credit if banks fear that cities arblirar-
{ly won't renow their franchise at the
end of 15 years, A cable firm denled 2
renewal would be able to ask court re-
view of the entire case, not just the pro-
cedural steps,

3, Communitics would be able to reg-
ulate rates charged subscribers only

where the cable Is a monopoly — for |

exzmple, {3 remote Upper Penlnsuln
locations. Elsewhere, subscriber rates
|\;;);{lld be deregulated over a flve-ycar

4. The parties would bave to make a
percentage of thetr channcls available
for leasing, In n 36-54 channe! system,
10 percent of the channels would have
to be avallablo for legsing; {n a 55-100

.channel system, 15 percent. v

Featuring s pair of extraordi- 8
nary cloisonne vases commis. [
sioned by the Emperor of
Japan as & wedding gift for the |8
Prince of Korea, Northetn
‘Wei Dynasty tcomb piece, 18th
Century bronzes, 18th Century
wood catvings, ivory, clos
sonne, etc,

Ganphics being offered in.
clude works b{dluben. Lind-
aer, Muesh, Mito, Moore,
Motherwell, Nevelson, Orte.
81, Shahn, and othess.

ORIENTAL WORKS OF ART, MAJOR GRAPHICS
AND JEWELRY

Extemely nure Ropal Dolros, Tugs and jewelry including an Ant
"s;i:: {-( & :’;d' m}‘;: Deco dumond bracelet an:
1933, 13%” in deight.

Portery and porcel in inclades ar
exceedingly are Ropal Doalion
figurine, “Spirt_of the Wind,”
done inthe Art Deca style, 45 well
45 1 fine early 19th Century Eng-
Tish irematone dinnct service.

Al included i siciling siver,
Amcsican Indian poatery, Pre-Co.
B lumbisn portery, African an, pho.
g topopis by Kanb, anique and

oxher furciure, paintings, ofi

canat muquise diamond cing.

Thursday - Saturday PROPERTY BELONGING TO:

Estate of Benjamin F. Neal, Bloomfield Hills
A Southfield Michigan Art Collector And Other Ownets

EXHIBITION
Wednesday, February 8, 1964 - 3 p.m. t0 8 pm.
Thursdsy, February 9, 1984 - 3 pm. 10 8 pm.
Fridsy, February 10, 1984 . 30a.m.t0 3 pm.
AUCTION

Satutday, February 11, 1984 » 1t am., precisely
Sunday, February 12, 1984 « 12 noon, precisely
Ylustrated catalogue *8.00, '10.00 posepaid

Let yaur imagination run away
with the “mystery” of Tanuki.

Natural Feathered
TANUKI COATS

oFINGERTIP COAT
riginolly
3,750 Only *1,556
. FULL LENGTH COAT
Originally N
. $5.325 Onky 2,442 .
TLmand Dusntine] .

Dewrow  BZ3 AXKD » 7373 Thad Asenve
IEommbald M2y o 42 3X00 ¢ 1515
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hsmher] Than WK ¥1pm )
Fut 012 iCt4 Litewd 19 1how Ceirtry ot ' € imcctea tars.

Now at S{Wé@k
During Our Storewide Winter Sale

WIith Bradington-Young chalrs-that-recline It takes a
socond look to discover thelr hidden beauty, Beneath
thelr superbly styled extertors are the famous Brading-
ton-Young features. Like a sturdy klin-drled hardwood
frame, and the all-linkage mechanism for years of com-
fort, Come see how styllsh a Recliner can be, how easlly
they operate including the new trigger mechanism, and
the wide selectlon of decorator fabrics. You'll find that
with Bradington-Young chairs-that-recline, beauty Is more
than meets the eye.

CRANBROOK
KINGSWOOD

Crunbrook/Kingswood Schools
cardially invite you to our

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, February 12, 1984
1:00-4:00 p.m.

Crunbrank Middle School 11]0 \'Cl'Sﬂ.tllC n]ld'\\’elgh[’ suit
Buys, grades 6-8 tailored in our workrooms
1060 Vaughan Roucd

Blaomficld Hills,

Cranbraok School
Boys, grades 9-12
550 Lone Pine Road
Bloomfield Hills,

Add 10 the fine workmanship of our own tilors

Michigan 48013 Michigan 48013 the practicality of a worsted that you can wear
645-3610 . 645-3010 X . . in comfort a full ten months of the vear, We
Kingswood School - - BRADINGTONU'YOUNC offer it for.nur traditional 3-bul}on. as well as
Girls, grades 6-12 COMFORT NEVER LOOKED 50 GOOD, our m.urc-fulcd-l-bllllun model in a handsome
885 Cranbrook Road selection of solids and stripes. Coar, vest and
Bloamfield Hills, 3 .
‘I t sers.
- Micliigan 16013 rousers. S5
645-3410 {0 addinen w regutar, short and fong. e offer this i
1 medium long, peopartioncd for mew $10° 10 6°

) . . e your Brooks Brathees card, American Exprers o Dunes € fuh

a division of G k Edlucational C

ESTASLISHID 1018

%@?ﬁ/&f/ﬂ/
CRELOTHINGTD
Furnishings for Men. Women & Boys

645 GRISWOLD, CITY NATIONAL BANK BILDG.,
DETROIT » SOM T

Notice of Non-discriminatory Palicy
as to Students,

> | The Crantinuok Schouls o not discriniinata on the hasis of race, o oy sational
atigin, sge, sex or handicep in the sdmivistration af edutationsl selection of faculty,
sdmision poticies. scholsship snd baan programs, snt athleiie ar nilier schoal adasinatesed
peo

SStewoitlos

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
Just South of Square Lake Rd. Phone 332-8348
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