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Police

By Joshne Mallszowak|
staff wrltor

Evldence and stolen property Iny
packed to the celling In the basement
of Farmington Hllls Pollce headquar.
ters.

Pistols, six-packs, llcense plates,
televlsions, a home computer and other
items take up space between {lle cabi-
nets and boxes of records,

Monday, February 20, 1984

tell

‘For me to get up into
the corneris a
problem. As you can
see, we no longer have
control over it."
. — Ed Wozniak
police officer

“Where the heliam [ to put
this stulf?” offlcer Ed Woznlak asked
as he stood between boges, “There is no
way to scparate the guns from the (It
censc) plates and the beer,

“Forme to get up Into the corner ls a
problem,” Wozniak sald, “As you can
see, we no longer have control over It."

The department’s property room is
an example .of the eramped pollce

-queriers thot Farmingten Hils Clty

Council has discussed since the middle
of the Jast year.

Although the demand for room has
been growing in the last flve years,
“it's been critical In the last three
years, We can no longer operate,” sald
Lt. Gerald Mlller, who, with Chicf John
Nichols, has been instrumental in push-
Ing plans for a new department.

AT 7:30 TONIGHT the councll agaln
will discuss plans for a new $2.5 mil-
lion pollce bultding,

City offlcials are requesting the
council to authorize architects Lucken-
bach & Ziegelman Inc. of Blrmingham
te move into the deslgn development
phase of the archltectural study.

Architects have estimated costs at
378.13 a square foot for the proposed
32,000-square-foot  bullding. Present
police headquarters measure 7,500

‘squarg feet.

“This Is the falthest we've gotten
down the track," sald Chief John Ni-
chols, referring to the 1% years the
move for a larger police facillty has
been under way.

The city's growth in population and
corresponding growth in police person-
nel, records, equipment and fllcs have
pushed the 100-persen department it-
erally to the walls, Nichols sald.

Officlals have been closing off hall-
ways to make room for files and re-
cords. Certain entryways can be used
only when people aren’t in the way
working.

Outside carports are being used to
store property, and offices and work
spaces have becn etched out of cub-
byholes.

To provide the department’s subpoe-
na clerk with room to work, police offi-
cials converted 2 men's one-toilet bath-
room into a small offlce.

“The bathroom backed up 30 badly
we couldn’t use it," Miller sald,

“WE FEEL WE have been as good
managers as we can, both with the
bullding and personnel,” Nichals sald,

with how to pay for an estimated $2.5
miltlon building when also faced with
other capita) improvements lsted in
the milllons of dollars.

“"We have been reasonable in our re-
quests,” Nichola said,

Because a police facllity ia more
complex than most offlce buildings, the
cost of the propesed facility may scom
high, Nichols sald. Yet the architects’
cstlmated cost s approximately $5 a
square foot less than the natlona) aver-

.age for pollce departments, Nichols
said,

He sald Canton Township's pollce’
bullding under constructlon will cost
+more than $82 a square foot.

Archetectural plans =0 far show a
trlangular-shaped, two-story police fa-
cility with rooms bullt for specific
functions such as records and dispatch,
‘a firlng range, mate and female bath.
rooms and storage space.

THE PRESENT department's
dispatch center may be the best exam-
ple of cramped, stuify quarters. Seated
before a wall-length console, three
dispatehers work elbow-to-clbow,

“We don't ever shut the door,” sald a
dispateher,

QOn each ahift the dlspatchers take
turns sitting at a sct of controls next to
a back wall where getting in and out is
a major physical task,

The communications quarters are
also plagued with nolse problems from
a computer located less than four feet
from the dispatchers,

The two holdlng cells, sometlmes
fllled with as many as clght prisoners
each, offer their own unlque amount of
nolse that ot times is so dlsruptive
dispatchers cannot hear information
for an emergency catt.

“We could never get 911 In here,”
dispatch supervisor Charles VanRiper
sald about the emergency call system.
“We would necd an expanded consale.”

When the Farmington Hills pollce
100k over dispatching services for
Frankiin Village police, a major prob-
‘lem was where to put that extra tele-
phone.

The dlspatehers found a place. Now
it is sitting on its alde, the only way
they could put the phone within reach
of the three dispatchers on duty.

More room Is needed for files and to

.operate the dispatch center more effi-
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Farmington Hills officlals bave in-
creased the maximum income levels
needed for eligibility in the clty's
housing rehabilltation loan program,

The income levels In each of elght
categories, which are on the

with the clty expeeting repayment
within 15 years, she sald.

“We don't go In and' repalr furnl-
fure or replace appllances,” Carter
zald. “It’s for the health, safety and
welfare of the people.”

Some of tho repalrs that have been
done in the flrst two years of the pro-
gram, Carter )nld, Include roof work,

number of people in a b d, [n-
creased by about $2,000 over last
year, sald Cheryl Carter, housing re-
‘habllitation specialist..

The low-Interest loans to help low-
to-moderate income famllles im.
prove and rehabilltate thelr homes
are made at a 3 pereent Interest rate

to case over-
crowding, and water repalrs.

WHATEVER TYPE of work i3
done, the loans must be used for
nexded repairs to make the bouse
safe and to provide adequate shelter,

To be eligible for the low-intcrest

Home loan fix-it program

or deferred loans and grants, owners
must be occupying the house and
have incomes, for example, of up to
$17,250 for a one-person houschold
and $19,700 for a two-person house-
hold, Carter said. The Income levels
range up to $30,800 for an cight-per-
son household, she ndded.

Since June 1983, approximately
$96,000 In low-Interest and deferred
Ioans, as well as grants have been
awarded to low-to-moderate Income
Farmington Hllls residents for house
repalrs, Carter sald.

Last week, Clty Councll membets
agreed to allocate $114,000 of the
clty's anticlpated $380,000 In 1984-85

boosted

Communlty Development Block
Grant (CDBG) money to the Housing
Asslstance Plan, now in Its third year.

Of the total $225,000 allocated
toward the houslng program in its
first two years, approximately
$195,000 bas been spent, providing
repalrs for 45 houscholds In Farming-
ton Hills.

In addltlon to the housing rehabitl.
tatlon program, clty officials late last
year established a Senior Citlzen Res-
identlal Security Improvement Pro-
gram offering low-Income clderly
resldents dead bolt Jocks and cye
viewers on their exterior doors, frec
of charge,

meree luncheon, MeLaugblln, president
of the Metropolltnn Detroit Convention
and Visitors Bureavy, stressed the busl-
hess interdependence which be feels
exists between Detrolt — or at least its

come rooters for the clty of Detrolt.”
Why? * use we need one anoth.
er,” sald the grandfatherly, white.
halred McLaughlin,
Speaking before a Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-

— and the suburbs which
surround it.

“I belleve that if Eight Mlle Road
(which separates Detrolt and its north-
era suburbs) Is a barrier botween the
city and suburbs, then we can't survive
as a community,

Commttiee to study
convention strategy

A group of business and civic leaders
is uniling in bopes of increasing the
amount of the convention and tourist
money for southwestern Coun-

ty. .

Calilng itself tho Ad Hoe Committee'
(for Community Assets, Promotlon and
, Development, tho group bas met onco
.and Is planning future sessions to de-
i velop a strategy for attracting visitors
| to the area,

‘'We don't want to lose our momen-
* tum or go on forever and forever,” sald

Angel Bakos, a public relations exccu-

.. Uve who spearheaded the organization-

al move, :
“We want to find out all the (aforma-
“tlon we can about the cilles, Institu-
tlons, businesses and the history of the

area and let people who are coming to
the area know about us,” sha sald.

One of the reasons for organlzing,
she said, was b attract attention to the
area, which many times takes second
place to other areas of Oakland County
such 2 Southfleld, '

A second meeting is planned for lat.
er this month at Botford Inn.

Among the goals the group has set
for Itself Is to:

® Qather Information on centers of
intarest, rescarch pesources and con-
slder common links. |

@ Develop a marketing plan for
southwestern Oakland County.

® Develop a atrategy for obtalning
funds for implementation of the plan,

@ Toimplement a marketing plan,

“The clty can't survive without the
suburban hotels,” sald McLaughiin,
whose organization was instrumental
In bringing the 1980 Republican Na.
tional Convention to downtown.Detrolt.
“At the same time, the suburban hotcls
can't survive without the central city
conventlon facillties.”

McLaughlin pointed out that metro-
politan Detroit does a Ilvely convention
bustness for a snowbelt city with about
600 gatherings a year, Lest year,
830,000 visitors, many of them conven-
tioneers, spent $135 milllon in the tr-
county area, he sald.

Following the 1930 convention, dur-
Ing which Ronald Reagan was picked
to be tho Republican standard bearer,
*'20,000 people went home alnging De-
ll[r;ll‘l praises,” according to McLaugh-

BUT THE OLD town has problems
aplenty, McLaughllo, a Northville rest-
dent, sald, -

For one thing, Cobo Hali, which he
called ‘the Star Wars ‘'of canvention
centers” when it opened in the early
10803, needs io- be expanded {one
scheme would extend the bullding aver
the Detrolt River) beyond its present
400,000 square feet, which ranks 16th
Insize nationally.

“When you get one convention In
fown, you can't have another,”
MeLay, comp! .

More hotela are nceded In downtown
Detrolt, he added. There are only three
sizable ones there now. Detrolt conven-
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