State jobless rate rises

Unemployment ratea rose in seven of
Michlgan's 13 major labor market
arcas during December, accordlng to
estimates by S. Martin Taylor, director
of the Michigan Employment Security
Commlssion (MESC),

In early January, MESC reported
that Michigan's December joblesa rate
edged up to 11.9 pereent from 11.7 per-
cent in November, The number of
unemployed workers In the state
climbed to 501,000 during December,
an Increase of 12,000,

Taylor reported that job seckers en-
tering the labor market in scarch of
holiday jobs helped pushed up unem-
ployment, both across the state and In
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at least flve arca labor markets,

THREE, AREAS ~ Ann Arbor, Bat-
tle Creck and Detrolt — had no change
in their jobless rates from November
to December.

In the metropolitan Detroit area
{Wayue, Oakland, Macomb, Livingston,
Lapeer and St. Clair countics), the rate
remalned level at 11.8 percent between
November and December but was be-
low the 15.9 percent rate of December
1982,

The clvlllan labor force in the De-
trolt area was 1.94 million in Decem.
ber 1983, a drop of 51,000 from a year
carlfer. .
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Among the 18 Iabor markets, the Ann
Arbor arca had the lowest jobless rate
in December at 8.8 percent.

Among arcas suffering jobless-rate
Increascs:

® Lansing-area unemployment rose
largely because of a loss of jobs In edu-
cation at the state level,

® The Upper Peninsula, which had
the highest unemployment rate among
the 13 arcas at 17.3 percent, suffered
Job losses [n [ts construction industry
as well as some decllnes in ts lumber,
wtlnd and other durable goods indus-
trles,

© The Ralamnzoo area had the larg-
est unemployment rate Increase, as Its
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rate climbed to 10.5 percent in Decem.
ber from 9.1 percent in November,

UNEMPLOYMENT DROPPED in
the Flint, Jackson and Saglnaw areas
during December,

The Jackson area experienced the
largest deellne as its rate slipped to
12.7 percent from 13.5 percent tn No-
vember.

Taylor explained that the- Jackson
and Saeglnaw arcas had marginal job
gains in thelr non-manufacturing and
government scctors. Flint reporied sig-
niflcant employment Increases In
wholesale and retall trads along with
some rise In auto-related employment.
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The Emergency Shelter Program
of Oakland Is secking both funding
and volunteers.

Operating as a project of the Agen-
cy Councll, for County Emecrgency
Services, ESP of Oakland provides
temporary bousing for both Indlvidu-
als and families. It has provided shel-
ter to 450 ncedy people since it
opened last September. )

Donatlons of food, bedding and

Emergency shelter
calls.for help, cash

staffing are sought for the facility,
which Is open from 4 pm. to 8 a.m.
seven days a week.

Volunteers are needed to help
guests register, participate In shelter
programs, and to help people deal
with the major life problems they
face. Tax deductible donations can be
sent to ESP of Oakland, P.O, Box
3357, Pontiac 48058. To volunteer,
call Ken Smelewsk! at 5694208,
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