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Childrep play a game called

“how many steps from you to

me?” in which the player who is

it chatlenges the others to

* guess the number of giant steps.

normal steps or baby Isteps be-
tween them.

The Michigan Legislature
must have been playing the game
using mostly baby steps as it
revised some parts of our state
. structure. And some steps
s were forward. some backward.

. <

ONE GOOD STEP was to
“place on the November ballot a
< proposed constitutiongl amend-
Jment to allow a gradudted rate.
© ar “progressive,” incorme tax.

: Our state income {ax has a
* flat rate of 2.6 on individuals. If
cvour income is low. [vou are
‘helped by the $1.200 per person
+ deduction: if your income is high.
s vou can, [igurc nice wav to avoid
Cit. M you're a mlddle-lmome guy.
T vou get socked

We need to have
Crates il we're going to
 most elementary princig le of fair
taxation -- namely. abili \ to pay.
. Hopefully. this proposed amend-
ment will get a fairef! hearing
" trom the eleciorate this year than

it did in 1968
Two steps of doubtful value
were taken when the Legislature
changed the provisions of the in-
come tax law by allowing smaller
s for local pmpem taxes
income taxes.
he state hopes to pick up
million in additional revenue
»ugh this bii of sleight-of-hand
d have heen nice o0 see

graduated
idopt the

onia Police Chief Robert
Tur, long an advocate of spe-
cial training for police officers
and especially cadets (beginning
ralmen . has come up with an
that should receive special

idea
attention from his fellow mem-
bers of the Michigan “Association
o Police Chiefs as well as the
<

te Legislature.
Turner proposes to
tion of the 1.000-acre
Sanatoriym site for a
Police Academy where
cers would receive special train-
ing for a period of noiless than
¢ months. and members of
lepartment would | have an
tunity for refreshdr courses
throughout the vear.

What better use f
than to construct facili
Michigan Police Acad
couid take care of men|
Dar;mcmi throughout t,
“hief ]urner

lise a por-
Maybury
Michigan
new offi-

I the land
ies for a
my that
from de-
e state,”

HE POI\TS OUT that there
is a proposal to turn the acreage
into a recreation center with the

Kids’

our lawmakers face the issue a
little more squarely and raise the
tax rates.

From this vantage point, it's
hard to figure whether limiting
the city income and property tax
credits is progressive or regres-
sive. Some*small credits will be
allowed - up to $15.

ALREADY THE LEGISLA-
TURE has lifted the cigarette tax
.by four cents a pack. Granted,
: cigareftes have a bad name for
healthreasons, but the lawmak-
ers were thinking about money'
when they hiked this tax.

THe cigarette tax is plamly

, regressive; that is, it takes a
bigger percentage of the poor
smoke s pay than the‘rlch smok-
El’ S.
1 A
‘bemg debated, there L:vas some
fear that it would m:
; gling profitable across state lines.:
,Reventie hasn’t beeh running as
“high a5 anticipated sirce the tax
took effect in April. Is it buyer
resistance? Is it due[ to smug-
i gling? It's hard to say. |
* This much is clear though:
Any move toward heavier con-
sumption taxes is a bad one, and
the Legislature gets black marks
: for this move.
.

tion was being debated, one of the
strong selling points was that our

property would be assessed at 50% -

of “true cash value” all across
the state. Local governments’ tax
collectipns would rise as the econ-
omy rosg -~ so the argument went

exception of 240 acres which is
being sought by Northville Town-
ship and the City of Northville
for a municipal golf course.

In his proposal, Turner sees
no reason why another 120 acres
couldn't be used for the Police
Academy.

“It would still leave more
than 600 acres for recreation fa-
cilities and that could take care of

i a great many sports. There could

. about | whatever

i be at a state level and would be :
| financed by various

be baseball diamonds galore, foot-
ball fields, tennis courts, archery
layouts, picnic grounds and just
the Wayne
County. officials decided to place
there and still have room left
over,”” he comments,

The proposed academy would

en the cigarette tax was,

ke smug-.

WHEN THE NEW constitu-

OBSERVATION

Games:

To Rea

- and the system would become
fairer.

What actually happened,
however, is that in the inflation
of the last six years, property
prices shot up faster than the
economy as a whole. It wasn’t
just the old folks on fixed incomes
who got hurt, either; people
whose incomes were rising found

their assessments were sipg
faster.
The problem is i ibly

complex. One clear-thinking legis-
lator, Rep. Marvin Stempien of
Livonia, fostered a resolution to
curb the steady rise in assess-
ments on single-family homes.

| But Sen. Sander Levin,
whose district covers Southfield,
and who is running for governor,
stuck his neck out and opposed a
sirnilar bill in thé Senate. *

| “We need property tax're-
form, all right, but-the way is not
through freezing local govern-
ment and school revenues,” said
Levin.

‘ . . !

N

1 CAN'T SEE my way clear
o| call either side categorically
right or wrong on their proposed
solutions.

| The important thing to recog-
nize is that the fault lies with the
whole property tax itself - a tax
that was a pretty good indication
ofability to pay a couple of cen-
turies ago, but which became a
bad tax as soon as the industrial
revolution began, a worse tax
when suburbs were built, and a
worst tax (if you'll pardon the
grammar) when people began re-
tiring at 65 or 62.

o~

02

give financial backing to such a
project.
LI

WITH DETROIT Police
Commissioner Pat Murphy re-
cently coming out with a state-
ment that all new members of his
department should have at least
one year of college, it” appears
that Turner’s proposal has consi-
derable merit.

Turner cites the current situ-
ation_ where a cadet received
some\rammg on the job and then
is [sent out on a beat {0 handle
any and all incidents.

' “We have to send men out in
polce cars when they have re-
ceived only the training available
on the job,” he says. ‘‘Just imag-
iné the situations they run into
and often have to use their own

with some funds from the state.

Turner, who has been making

i a thordugh study of the situation

for months, says he knows that
‘federsl funds are available for
such.a project. He also has found
several foundations that would

( .
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and sense in
how to handle them.

! “During the course of a
week, a new policeman may have
to handle a mentally disturbed
person, a hard-nosed criminal
carrying a gun, a family quarrel

. to mention a few of the llllngs

that can crop up.

““We have no way of training
him how to take care of every
possible type of situation. Con-
trast that to a course of intensive
training over a period of three to
six months where the teachers
are men with years of experience
in all phases of police work.

H owf
l Ta

The only ‘“3 out of this
property tax mqss,gls to junk it.
Do away with i{.{lf;pot wholesale,
right now, then it {y bit, There’s
just no way in|the}; orld to “re-
form” the pro
where it will mik jany real eco-
nomic sense. 4‘ !

This brmgg us to nne last
baby step our- tgood ]egnslators
took. i

THE ll()ll passed ~. but
the Senate got|sharled .up in ~ a
plan for a constitifional amend-
ment to limit | the:. ropérty tax
rate. Limiting |the {ate is some-

& will proba-

thing that mos}fof
bly agree on, {f} it ver‘gets on

the ballot. It wi }’r@#ce our,reli-

ance on that dl_ fa%hioned . prop-

erty tax. It’'s a z)oa baby step.
éant ‘steps with

But the

seven-league bpots will come (1)
when we the pgople maly Ve 'up our
minds to permit a pr;gresswe
income tax, af 1(2) m.g legisla-
tors have the|guts to ypass the
kind of incomé tgx rites they
know the 73 10§
of education, th¢

environment other
state problems}} t

Will we th ¢hhave a
“strong enough g ir play
to vote “yes”| Bri%hat kconsut\l—
tional amendme, th" il our legis-

lators be bold. enoy, 1o take the
giant steps wuik income tax
that need to belthken?

I'm not psylchic, and I can’t
predict the futpgé. But ; strongly
believe that weh
ing kids' games
and start taking:
field of tax refosy

ita b by steps
_ts(\ps in the

“That’s what we wa’uld re-
ceive: from_a fMichigan ; Police
Academy such é. I am prg posing.
It would make: for better! police
departments m evry icify, vil-

& o
rphy,
k !:vi{h
e depart-
east; thn.s that
more education is a mustifor the
Detroit officers,; then we support
‘Turner’s proposal.” .

some of the lar
ments in the|

WE RESE
judgment in- the/
academy sincefl |e
rated as one of
ing police offi
His promotion tg clj
was an indicatidn! of
fathers of that

We hope 'th l%gisntors and
his fellow policg) chlefd,jn Michi-
gan give the propésed;academy
their undivided puppor 'Il

't a queption of

Adter all, itjisn’
land-that's ali#a t{ mﬂe. It's
only a matter ting ermis-

Turner’s
for such an
ong - been
outstand-
the state.

tytax to a point *

f
il

Many Baby Steps
Reform ?

1
|
1
i
i
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THERE'S NO SECURITY IN THAT

BLANKET ./

How Youngsters
Can Find Good Jobs

By MRS. E. BENNETT
Livonia

This year will see thousands
of high school graduates - thrown
upon a very depressed job mar-
ket. Many of them would like to
get summer jobs with the inten-
tion of saving towards tuition for
college classes. However, indus-

try can absorb very few...and .’

girls will not be able to fit into

‘temporary office situations,

Are things hopeless? Not at

DISSENT

View points expressedin DISSENT
do not necessarily. reflect those of
Observer Newspapert Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of all segments of thought on a

« public issue is a prerequisite to

understanding and gragless

oo

Lo — can you put new

all. The biggest demand in the
world teday is for plain, ordinary
services, not at $8 or $9 per hour
as plumbers and electricians and
painters are asking, but services
that any sensible, energetic 18-
year-old can handle.

Any group of women, talking
together for 15 mirjutes, will turn
to the impossible task of trying to
find someone, to give her a hand
with keepinéup with the house
and yard, at a reasonable rate
which L/would consider to be $1
an hour.

* LIS

THE BOYS, WORKING alone
or in a small group, can canvass
their own nelghborhoods and find
work, and lucrative work. to'keep
them biisy all summer.:

Outside of the usual lawn
work, see who needs to have their
gutters cleaned out. sforms and
screens changed and washed.

sion for its u: s he
knows where tﬂe o can
come from, and he y
has a good idea’ whére He Qn get
the money fof - the Y

buildings and facilities. !

With all of that gojng for
them, how can the legislatgrs and
police chiefs miss by glviug their
approval? !

d washed (eve;y woman
in Livonia, needs this). cars
washed-and. carefully cleaned in-
side, garages swept and perhaps
hosed out, pools servi

Are any of you ev slighlly

Clear Up Motﬁ[)rcycle Code

Thanks to area Police Chiefs
and numerous motorcyclists, we
take typewriter in hand to cor-'
rect an interpretation of the
state’s new motorcycle code.

The new laws also apply to
motor-driven cycles. This means
that a motor-driven cycle of less
than five gross brake horsepower
or a motorcyele of less than 125
cubic centimeter displaeement is
not allowed on any limited access
highway in Michigan.

It is unlawful to operate a
motor-driven cycle at night with-
out written permission from the

chief law en(orcemem officer of
the city, township or county-in
which the operator lives. And the
machine may .not". be operated
faster than 35 miles per hour, or
as set by local ordinance, whlch-
ever is less. E .
) !

Our inler‘prel[mmn was that all
motoreyclists would have to re-
ceive written permission.to oper-
ate at night...thanks to the police
chiefs in Livonia, Farmington,
Redford Township, Garden City
and Plymouth, Mhe matter was
quickly hrought to our allentwn

But as many of those com-
plaining pointed out, “'the strict
Michigan molorcycle code was
forced by the actions of a minor-
ity group thal has little respect
for any laws. But there are thou-
sands of us ‘good guys' who be-
lieve the laws should be followed
to the letter and we intend to do
exactly that. _

i

“We just don't wani to be
grouped ‘together with the many
‘outlaw clubs’ that are responsi-
ble for most of the troubles we
have to shoulder.”

washefs in a leakmg faucet. can
you put up a few shelves in a
fruit cellar. can you teach a
youngster -to swxm in one.of our
fabulous new mummpal swim-
ming pools? |-

How many of your nelghbors
have a garage bidlv in need of
repairs or pain mg" Give it a
good inspection and a fair esti-
mate. Chances a e you will be
busy for the rest of the summer.

.

FOR ’l'llE Gl LS th
similar opportunities. B
ting 40 hours a week can be mo-
notonous. but how about search-
ing out mothers |with pre-school-
ers and setting ufj a plan to take
them off her hands for an*hour or
two a week so’sheican go grocery
shopping. or just|take her bath in
leisure. “

Why is there stich a stigma to
housework? 1 called the youth
bureau several times for a girl to
help me with ional house- *
work (more for|running up and
down the stairs|than for scrub-
bing walls) and fdyr times I was

are

told 'thaf girls just aren't inger-
ested.
Mothers would love to have

call on without
sem_i to do part

someone they can
previous notice to

of the grocery or run
some of the ding er-
rands. é N .
Can you sew [sifnple and easy
things?...mother: évould love well
made and sturdy play clothes for

their kids. Enterfaining js a job
with children underfoot — let it
be known .that ypy are available
to help with pl and
perhaps ride herﬂ on the kids
while Father is barbecuing for his
friends.

The list is |endless.- Many
young boys and girls need money

and jobs; the older people need
help. Get toge and everyone
will benefit.

\




