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‘Mergraf Asks Watefr 0

Says Road Oiling Fouls Rouge

By \V. W. EDGAR

Claiming that the heavy
deposits of oil found at the end
of a drain pipe from the Mer-
graf Oil Products Division of
the Swain Corp. in Northville
to the Middle Rouge were the
result of a recent oiling of the
road, John W. Swain Jr. presi-
dent of the corporation, has
asked for a complete investi-
gation by the Michigan Water
Resources Commission.

“Qur company”, he said.
*is aiding in the battle against
pollution by re-refining oil for
the large industrial complexes.
It would be rather strange if
we didn’t attempt to set an
example. We just couldn't af-
ford to help pollute the Middle
Rouge

The heavy deposits of ail
were found May 1 during a
survev taken by a county en-
gineer. They showed the total
o1l <[ree and emulsiiied} being
discharged into the stream
was 260mg 1 - or 260 parts in
a million

This is way above the nor-
mal allowance and caused con-
siderable concern in determin-
ing.the amount of pollution in
the Middle Rouge as it flows
through Wayne County - and

especially in the Hines Park-
way sector.

IN EXPLAINING the pres-
ence of this oil and the fact
that the drain pipe runs under
the road from the Mergraf
plant, Swain stated in a letter
to the Observer:

“We had oiled our road at
that time and. apparently.
ground runoff water from a
rain was tesponsible. The only
area which drains into the pipe
is protected by two overflow
sumps to stop any oil which
‘might collect on the ground

“There are no connections
from any of our plant! equip-
ment, tanks or pits. Therefore,
the only ofl which colild get
into the drath would [be the
ground runoff. In those areas
where pump leaks or spills can
happen, the water and/or off
is dh:rled to our proceu plts.

*'As a result, as an examina-
tion of the stream banks will
show, we are not dumplng or
disposing of oil to the stream
And as noted above. we can
only dlscover that the cause
was the result of road oiling.

~Needless to say, we have
conducted an extensive exami-
nation of our operations, and t
am satisfied that there is not a

recurring problem.

“*We are awaiting an investi-
gation, at our request, by the
\Vzler Resources Commiss-
ion.”

Swain further explained that
the Mergraf company was the
only one in this area in the re-
refining business that is play-
ing amajor part in the waste
oil probler.

“We have tank storage
available for 700,000 gallons at
the Northville ptant.” he stat-
ed. “'in addition to 1.25 miltion
gallons in earthen apen pits
and apother 250,000 in concrete
pits.”

ACCORDING TQ Swain, his
company handled six million
gallons of incoming waste oil
last year and returned 4.5 mil-
tion' of fresh oll to the varlous
industrial plants.

In the process of re-refining
the waste oil, there is a siudge
content of approxirnately 10%

“These ~sollds,” Swain
polnted out, '‘can be used to
best advantage as landfill as
they contain no garbage or
other bacterta that eventually
could be dangerous.”

Admitting that he is a
~buff” on pollution. especially
where oil is concerned, Swain

Regndndl 'Affa:rs

Marra Steps Down
As Cville Principal

Anthony Marra has resigned
as principal of Clarenceville
High School to become its as-
sistant principal. providing a
replacement can be fourd

Marra has served as princi-
pal for the past four years and
previously was assistant prin
cipal for nine years

He requested the change.
and it was granted corditional-
Iy, June 25 by the Clarence-
ville Board of Education

“1 MADE the request be-
cause I felt I could serve the
students and the district better
from the role of assistant prin-
cipal. I felt 1 could have closer
contact with the students.’
said Marra

Supt. David McDowell said
Marra did a “fine job as high
school principal. but T am
aware of his ability to work

ANTHONY MARRA -
Room at the Top

effectively with the students
as assistant principal

“We will get the man we
want,” he stated. “or we will
ask Marra to continue serving

as pnnmpul (hrough the 197071
school year.”

Marra will be filling a newly
created second assistant prin-
cipal position. created May 14,
by the hoard because of in-
creased enrollments

IN ANOTHER administra-
tive change. the board ap-
proved the hiring of an admin-
istrative assistant to the su-
perintendent to replace Lester
V. Knowlton. who has been ill
since early April.

Knowlten will be retalned in
some capacity until his sched-
uled retirement July 1, 1971
He is presently recvering
from hip surgery. !

Knowlton would be handling
negotiations with four groups
and McDowell said it would be
pointless to have him leave in
the middle of negotiations.
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stated that waste oil is one of
the major problems.

HE FURTHER pointed out
that it has become one of the
major studies among the ex-
perts across the tand.

“You can re-refine the in-
dustrial waste oil, as we do,
and return it to the industries
to be used again. But we are
feft with the sludge.

“You can use the waste oil
on roads in this country. But
here again you have a prob-
lem. This oil eventually goes
into the stream because it is
much lighter than water. Oil is
rated at 7.5 pounds per gallon
while water is 8.2 pounds per
gallon.

“Third,” he sald, "you can
burn the sludge and other
waste In the Inclnerator. But
this' will cause alr pollutlon,
noise pollutlon and aid In the
de:tructlnn of our national re-
sources.”

He also pointed out that ex-
periments are now being made
by : which the waste oil is
poured into deep wells and re-
turned to the center of the
earth. However. in some cas-
es, he sald. this oil is again
flowing into the main stream.

“We don’t know what Is
down there”” he emphaslized,
50 the use of deep wells may
not be the answer.

“In the meantime. 1 am
concerned with our local prob-
lems in the Middle West
That's why | have requested
the investigation of our North-
ville plgnt.”

The Swalne Corp. has re-
cently taken over another
plant in Indiana to re-refine
industrial oil.

DAVID L. HEINZMAN
Succeeds Kahn

New PR

Man At
S’craft

David L. Heinzman has been
named director of public rela-
tions for Schooleraft College.
His appointment, announced
by Dr. Eric J. Bradner, presi-
dent. became effective July 1.

Until now "“PR™ was among
duties assigned Howard Kahn,
Bradner's assistant the past
four vears who resigned to
join the Wayne County Com-
munity College staff. With the
appointruent of Heinzman,
Schoolcraft has established an
office responsible solely for
public relations and associated
funetions.

Heinzman has eight years of
direct educational public rela-
tions experience. For the past
three years, he served as dis-
semination specialist with the
Wayne County Intermediate,
School District's ASSIST cen-
ter. Before that he directed|
public relations for the River-
view Community Schools.

Heinzman holds a bachelor’s
degree from the University of

Michigan and a master’s de- |-

gree from Eastern Michigan
University. The family plans
to move to Northville this
summer.

CONTROVERSIAL SOL

4CE - This pipe comes from

the Mergraf concern dnd e hpties info the Rouge River.

Recently, when state,

Hicick chacked the water at the

end of the pipe, thelf findings revealed o high pollution

 content, Mergraf of

Bann(

‘ By W. W. EDGLR
Despite warnings I*u some
of the country’s top pénal au-
thorities that inmatés from the
two institutions could not mix,
the Michigan Legislature has
passed a bill that »\]TI permll

g

the overflow from (e Wayne.
County Jail to be housed "t the
Detroil House of Corfleetiyn.
The bill. first sug;em X
the Wayne County Ccmmls-
sioners, was approved. M ithe
House on June 11 by a vate of
95 to 0. In the Senate, if was .
approved in the closingfyush,
28 t0 8, last Friday morn é
Rep. John Bennett.([kRed:

s i
3

als ciied “foul” in more ways than

n, Kuhn Beate
Deh ¢co ‘Mixing’ OK’c

any time entitle themselves to
a dxscharge and it has no legal
fadilities for such a purpose. It
is a place of punishment and
not a place of confinement
{ éperall» "

! \AT THAT TNE, after lis-
| tgning. to_the Prosecutor’s

3 \apmmn Presiding Judge of

: Cifeuit Court Joseph, Sullivan
po_nted out that enabling legis-
lafjon would be required before
arly sort of a plan could be
m{;k:d out for a dual program
at Dehoco, .
Meanwhile, William Bannan,
superintendent at{Dehoco, and
a penal expert with four dec-

that the

lurdv didn't vote. Back kg the

measure were Reps Ray ades of experiente, informed
Baker (R-Far Vin-  the

cent Petitpren (D-Wes[andy, = Plan- to house the pverflow
Marvin Stempien (D-Livppia), Wuld now work.

James Tierney (D-Garden
City) and Richard Young (D-
Dearborn Helghlsl N

i

THE - PROPOSED plan to
relieve the crowded chdmnn
at the County Jail by téanster-
ring 250 to 300 inmatés to De-
hoco has been the subject of
much debate for the pasl (uur
months.

The subject firsi wag
broached at & commpysloners’
meeting in April. At tie fime,
Prosecuting Attoraey {William
Cahalan cited an opfnknnihll.
under state law, the! Detrof
Housé of Correction stalt be

é SI've been in this business
for 40 years”, he told the
commissioners, “and I just
know you can’t mix inmates
and county jall prisoners. I've
worked too hard at Dehoco
(now rated among the top four
in, the country} ta have’ our
program upset.”
Nevertheless., the county
board kept plugging away, had
the enabling legislation intro-
ducéd and scored as victory
when it passed the State Sen-
ate in the late rush last Friday

Hommg
| While nothing ' definite "has
been decided, the county

itves on three virtually empty
Harracks at Dehoco that, they
%mm could be used for the
verflow. ;
N PREPARATION for the
uie of the barracks, the com-
asked the County

used for the puné
ishment and " of
“eriminals” ‘or persohst senty
enced to prison. {1 H
At the time, he cltéd th(
Kaminsky case (1883
the State Supreme Cour ield
*The House of Corredtion i
a prison for the confirgr*ent o
persons convicted of 13{1 tnse:
No one can be receivéd cxce] Pt
in pursvance of spm lexpress.

statute.

**The only house of de(cnuu
recognized by our laws is the
county jail. The House of
Correction was never dEsngne:
to hold persons who gnu

~
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Buard of Auditors for a study.

it was returned with a plan

that cost the laxpa\ers
928,934

have had their -

cne. They contend that mhng of a necrh‘y road :enmb
vted to the high pollution content in the |water, not the
discharge through the pipe that comes from the Mergraf

plant.

This estimate was based on
the housing and caring for 300
prisoners and was broken down
in the following brackets:

$857,334-- annual cost of op-
eration

$30,000-- construction of
fence around barracks

$11,600-- uniforms for guards

$30,000-- remodeling of pre-
sent bulldings.

This estimated cost of oper-
ation, according to the Board
of Additors, would include use
of 29 patrolmen inside the
buildings. 10 patrolmen to
guard the perimeter, a cap-
tain, four lieutenants and a
clerk alorig with five custodial

work‘ers.

. While the cost of improving -

the three barracks and the
erection of a fence is a one-
time, expenditure, the auditors
estimated that the cost of the
maintenance staff would reach
an olitlay of qu,sm

Thie auditors also stated that
the transferring of 300 prison-
ers from the county jail would
reduce the cost of operating
the facility by '$134.500 *'unless
there is a contmual influx of
new prisoners'.

ON HEARING of this plan,
Supt. Bannan called attention
to the fact that the county
owned a considerable amount
of property on Beck Road,
between Fiver Mile and Six
Mile Roads and that a perman-
ant facility could be built for
the kind of money suggested.

e built tivo big barracks
at Jackson Prisen™. he said.
*for far less money than that.
And it could be done again™.

One of the ironies of the sit-
uation is that Frank Wilkerson,
administrator of the county

« tion to wh;

Juil, is a former assistant to
Supt. Banndn and was pitted
agalnst his bld boss In the de-
bate. |

Wilkersen stated that he
would like t¢ transfer about 358
prisoners- 238 men and 20
women. In this number he in-
cluded thosé “prisoners” who
are awailing trial and can't
make bond lalong with a few’
accused of felonies. but not on
such charges as armed robber-
ies or other high offenses.

Carl Pursell, county com-
missioner from Plymouth, was
one of the leaders for approval
of the use of Dehoco, arguing
that the space was available
and should b used.

IRONICALLY, it was Sen.
George Kuhp (R-West Bloom-
tield). whofn Pursell is at-
tempting to| unseat, who led
the floor fight against the
measure in {he Senate debate.

I offered every good rea-
son Supt. Bannan gave me—
and I heartily agree wil
thinking-- in! llghung the bill,"”
Kuhn stated. “but I guess the
Detroit de| eganon was loo
strong.

“1 regret| ves
passing of the bill

As his partiog shol, Dehoco
Chiéf Banhan, remarked-
“Now all they have to do is

deeply. th

sign a contfact with the city.
That may npt be so easy.
“The cpunty’s best bet

would be tp purchase the en-
tire layout jout here.” he said,
*and then |t could do what it
wanted. It |just sounds rather
silly to spend almost a million
dollars of the taxpayers
money for|a temporary sohu-
t looks tike a per-
manent pmblcm

57 Teachers In Metro

\ Resources Workshop

Who says teachers are inter-
ested only in what they can
get?

lmgm now 57 teachers from
ngrthwest Wayne County, Oak-
land County and out-of-state
are paying out of their own
pocket to spend four weeks
ii“eveluping program enrich-
ent materials, for them-
Selves and the use nf other
“eachers.
i, They're enrolled in a North-
._L-esl Metropolitan Area Com-

'?\nnily Resources Workshop

ponsored by Michigan State
niversity. The workshop
meets daily 8 2.m. to noon at
ghe Lewis Cass Elementary
chool in Livonia.
P

2 SCHOOL DISTRICTS
;epresemed by ‘the: partici-
pants include Livénia, Redford
Union, Wayne, South Redford,
Farmington, Southfield, Gar-

den City and Northvitle in this
area.

The teachers will spend four
weeks developing teaching
materials which are not now
available to the local commun-
ity.

“In doing so they will gaina
better understanding of the
total northwest suburban
community complex and a bet-
ter comprehension of the eco-
nomles &nd politics of the
commupity,” said Robert Kent
of Plymouth, a Redford Unlon
sixth grade teacher.

“The end result, however,
will be an enrichment of the
learning -experience of the
children who will be taught by
these teachers next school
year.”

“WORKSHOP participants
have already become ac-
quained with several local

lople. including Paul
public relations
the Sea Grant Pro-
he University of
Michigan: |Lou Sachs, audio-
visual diréctor of the East
Detroit pyblic schools; and
Mrs. Kathleen King, educa-
tional repfesentative of the
Michigan Bell Telephone Com-

resource p
Lutzeier.
director of
gram of

an

Several [project goals al-
ready formed Include resource
units on pollution, craftsmen in
the community, propaggnda
and human relations.

The workshop began June 22
and ends July 17. The culmi-
nating actiyity will be an open
house to be held Thursday,
July 16, at the Cass school.
The public will be invited.

“We wohld like the public
and the phrents to know we
are concetned about improy-
ing instructions in education,”
said Kent'; ‘




