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*If you arce one of the many apart.
Jment residents wondering when you'll
be tuning Into cable TV, be patient. You
aren’t as lucky as most single-family
homeownery,

i MetroVislon began installing cable in
rmington Hills

-'Parmington and Fa

nelghborhoods En January 1988, but
upartment residents won't get cable

MetroVi

; Monday, February 27, 1984

TV untll MetroVision and the apart-
ment complex owner reach an agree-
meat allawing cable [nstallation,

“It's a matter of allowing MetroVl-
slon to get Into the door,” sald Lark
Samouellan, executive director of the
Southwestern Oakland Cable Commis-
zlon (SWOCC).

For the most part, a contract Is a
wiring agreement that allows the cabla
firm an easement to put the cable lines
on private property, sald Bob McCann,

MetroVislon systems manager.

“Depending on who you are dealtng
with, I's a almple or a2 camplex con
tract,” sald Ann Praven, MetroVision
office manager.

But the contract, as allowed by the
tri-clty’s franchlse and cable: ordi-
nance, can also include provisions for
the apartment owners to charge Metro-
Viston an uccesa {ee — a charge above
tho cost of lpstalling cable In thelr
units,

ngton

Farmington, Michigan

The access fee {3 determined by the
apartment complex owner,

“S8EE, APARTMENTS (owncra)
want a cut of the mustard,” Semoyell-
an sald.

MetroVision, In tumn, has the option
of passing that fee on to the subseribers
In addition ta the rates they will pay
for whatever tler of cable service they

003,
“These peopln know when they sign-
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By Dan Vecchloni
. staff writor

. Leo Laruwo has aged gracefully
- behind the same desk for parts of four
; decades.

. Leruwe, who took the job of princl-
: pal of Botaford Elementary School in
- Livonla when the school's doors first
- opened In 1954, has beld the same
- post for 30 years.

- But this year will be hin last
. Laruwe, 57, the self-proclalmed “sen-
+ lor citizen of the Clarenceville School
- District as far as teoure I con-
- cerned,” bay announced that he will
;retire In June,. |

;. “I'm only reiiring from this job,”
. Laruwo said. “I'd Like to retire while
¢ 'm stil] healthy and can cnjoy it and
: get [nto something a iittle more re-
- Iaxing with less pressure,

“But I do have mized feellngs. This
:has been a big part of my life, My
+emotions run from being happy to
‘fecllng apprehensive and sad. It's

Boteford Elomentary School {irst gradaors flock around thelr prinei-
pal, Leo Laruwe, Laruwe, 57, haa baon principal for ovory class that
hag gono through Botstord since the Claroncavllio School District  attor the current school yoar,

ncipal packs school bags

LARUWE HAS been with the
Clarencevlille district asince 1949,
whea as o 22-year-old Wayne State
University graduate he was hired to
teach muslic. His teaching career did
not last long. Three years later, then
Superintendent L.E. Schmidt appoint-
ed him a principal and, two years lat-
er, he was named to the top post at
the new Botaford school.

“I was installed along with the
plumbing and light fixtures,” Laruwe
sald. "T've been the one and only prin-
cipal of the bullding. I' nover forget
how proud I felt when the bullding
was new and I was installed as princi-
pal:” .

The years have been kind to both
Botsford, which celebrates its 30th
birthday March 1, and Laruwe.

Botsford went through threo
2ions in its flrst 15 years, was repaint-
ed last year and, currently, Is under-
golng a tranaformation to make it
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facility opened it doars 30 yoars ago. Many of theso have included

vived In the wake of decllnlng enroll-
ment and currently serves about 520
students from Livonla and Redford
‘Township,

Laruwe's reddish brown halr now
shows some gray around the temples,
But he stll] talks excitedly about the
future and his hopes to land time

:work at & golf course {“so I'Hl get to
" goM {reo"), in videotaping (hls hobby)

or in a hardware store (such as where
he worked when be was in school),

What motlvates a person to rematn
In the same position for 30 years?

“I'VE. ENJOYED it," Laruwe said.
“One time, many years zgo, I Inter-
viewed with the Birmingham schools.
Bat I declded ‘no’ to their offer. I en-
Joyed Clarenceville. It's a nice, amall
communlty. It's kind of homey, I can
get things done here easler than in a
larga dlstrict.

Laruwe did not speculate on the

that he will retiro

ville, which takes in portions of Livo~
nla, Redford Township and Farming-
ton Hills.

*“But I've heard rumors for 30 years
that we were galog to be annexed by
the Livonla School District,” he sald.

Buring his carcer in Clarenceville
and Botsford school, Laruwe has seen
changey take place — some obvious,
like the advent.of computer educa-
tlon, and some not 3o obvious.

“Things we bave now, that are
prevalent, are broken homes and sin-
gle-| t familles,” Laruwe sald.
“Most youngsters roll with the
punches. But some are hurt by it and
need special help.”

Family Iife Is important to Laruwe.
He and his wife, Mary Lov, plan to
take their motorhome on some trips
away from thelr Northville home,
*but we don't want to be away from
our children and grandchildren,”

In fact, Laruwe sald, his oldest
granddaughter will be startlng achool
at Botsford In the fall, “but grandpa
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Twenty-flve cents

sion faces off with apartments

up for cable,” sald Ann Praven, Metro-
Vislon office ferri

AL Reverved.

1t MetroVision cannot work out an

5 o
apariment realdents knowing hey wilt
be paylng an additional foe,

For cxample, the basic cable fee is
$7.25 a month. The average sub-
seriber’s monthly bll is $25 to $30 be-
cause of various options. But an apart-
ment subscriber’s bill could be more
costly than that If their landlord insists
on charging MetroVision an access fee,

But oot all complex owners charge
MetroVision an access {ve,

Better

with an apartment complex
owner, Samouclian sald, residents or
the cable fiem may go to the SWOCC
with the problem.

“The commission has the right of
eminlent domaln," Samoucllen sald, ro-
ferring to an ordinance which allows
the city to “commence condemnation
procoedings in accordance with appll-
cable law" 20 the cable flrm can servee
apartment resldents.

ride

in future for
commuter

' By Tom Baer

statt wrltor

Motorists can expect smoother —
and, in some eascs, wlder — Farming-
ton streeta by 1990,

Street Improvementa throughout the

city are prime [tems In Farmington's
slz-year capital lmprovement pro-
gram, whlch was accepted by the city
counell by a §-0 vote during its Feb, 20
re, meeting.
. Over the next slx years, clty officlals
gay thoy intend Lo spend $8.3 millfon
for Improvements raoging from street
and sidewalk repairs to the possible fn-
stallation of a 911 emergency tele-
phone number,

Oiflclals hope to obtaln the mafority
of the improvement money — $6.9 mll-
lion — from federal and Oakland Coun-
ty sources, aceording to City Menager
Robert F. Deadman, with the elty pro-
viding the remaining $1.4 milllon.

“It’s an annual requirement for our
planning commlasion to produce thls
document (a report detaillng the
planned Improvements),” Deadman
2ald, “and I think it's an annual ex-
ercise that's Important to the commu-
alty, We're reviewlng future needs , . ,
identifying needs to be met.”

High up on the planning cotnmis-
slon's Ust of “mafor street mprove
ments” Is a $2 milllon upgrading of Or-
chard Lake Road, includlng widenlng it
from two to four or five lanes from
Grand River north to 10 Mile Road,

"“Trafflc volumes on Orchard Lake
are inereasing and the condition of the
road Is bad," Deadman said. “It's very
difficult to make turning movements
olf du:‘c road because ft's a two-lane
road.

But improvement of Orchard Lako
may be delayed “because of current
state leglalation which lmits the

‘Traffic volumes on
Orchard Lake Road are
increasing and the
condition of the road is
bad.’

—HRobert Deadman
Farmington City Managor

i

® Power Road north of Grand Riv-
er, Ropairs will include replacement of
several slabs of concrete, the shaving
of the surface and jolnt repairs,

# Nioa Mile Road at Grand Rlver.
Nine Mlle wiil be widened at the inter-
section to provide for a leit-turn lane
onto Grand Rlver, Improvements will
also be made [n the radlus of Nine Mile
between Hawthomne Street and Grand

VET.

Under “local street Emprovements,”
the planning commission report lists
$560,000 worth of repalrs to streets in
the BelAire, Wamner Farms, Chatbam
Hills and Alta Loma subdlvialons, as
well as Valleyview Cirele and Street
and other local strects “In other subdl-
vialons throughout the city,” according
to the report.

‘Two community storm dralns, the
Caddell Draln In the western part of
the city and the River Rouge Dralns
will be constructed for $978,000.

The Caddell, scheduled for comple-
tlon during the 1984-85 flscal year, will
also serve partions of Novl and Farm-
ington Hills, The Rouge Drains are part
of 2 master storm dratn ptan developed
by the clty of Farmlington Hllls,

CENTRAL BUSINESS district Im-
provements and a parking-nceds study
will cost §60,000.

The plan for downtown includes ad-

amount of county funding which can be
used for imp: g roads,” d
to the planning commission report.
,OTHER ROAD improvements, to-

talling $685,000, Include:

® Farmington Road north of
Shlawassee Road. “The Lmprovement
will includo the replacement of the ex-
Istlng road,” Lhe planning commission
report said. “This road has experienced
severe base fallure which has resulted
in the need for a new road.”

¢ Shiawassee Road west of Orchard
Lake Road to Farmington Road. Re-
pairs will Include replacement of ou-
merous concrcte slabs as well as an as-

ditional p on clty-
owned property. Declduous trees will
be planted, “pedestrian-oriented” spac-
es develof and screens placed on

rubblsh contalners. A consultant will bo
kired to study parking needs in the
downtown district.

Cty officlals hope to spend $200,000
on parka and recreatlon improvements
at Shiawassce and Drake parks, includ-
ing leasing of addltional land from the
school district and other, sources, con-
struction of parking facllitics, purchase
of playground equipment, park benches
and a picaic shelter.
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