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Officials
object
to bar

By Diano Gals
staff writer

A flve hour public hearlng Monday
night to discuss the fate of Bootleggers
bar was the first step on a what may
become a lengthy road to litigation.

Two top clty offictals, during testi-
mony, recommesded the Farmington
City Council deny renewing the bar's
Class C li

cense.

The publie- hearing will contlnue at 3
pm. today in the Farmington councll
chambers.

City Manager Robert Deadman and
Public Safety Dircctor Robert Sicfert
Jr. cited rawdy conduct and a list of
violations — more than 265 In 11
months during 1983 — by patrons, ent-
ployees and the owner, Joc Ascione.

“The bar fs a very unpleasant nelgh-
bar, and It's intolerable for the people

]

That frosted feeling

Marlol Frost of Farmington Hills was halted in her travols by a drift
of snow that accumulated at the oneet of the etorm that blew into

the city Monday attornoon, Leo Brody freed her from the grasps of
Old Man Winter on Orchard Loko Hoad and 13 Milo.

RANDY BORST/stalt
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Housing
plan is
nixed

Gy Joanne Moiiszewski
laft writer

Faced with the possibllity of going
Into the “publie housing business,”
Farmlogton Hills councl] members this
week refected o $9 milllon HUD-fH-
nanced proposal to sponsor 201 senlor
citlzens apartments on acreage owned
by Roger Peck Ctievrolet,

Councll voted 5-1 to deny a request
{from the Farmington Hllls Non-Profit
Housing Corp. that the city's housing
commlsslon s r a public housing
project for the clderly on 8.5 acres on
the southeast corner of Nine Mlle and

Tuck Road.
C Joan Dudley voted

to the
Deadman sald, "Myself, the pollce de-
partment and eity councll have done
everythlng to inform him (Ascione) of
the type of complaints.”

When the pudlle hearings are com-
pleted, city councll will declde whether
or not to renew the bar's llcense, The
llcense fs up for renewal every year,
according to a city ordinance that was
cnacted in 1983, :

“THE SITUATION is worse cach
year of operation, and the worse year
was in 1983, Deadman sald. “Shortly
aiter he cpencd I met with Mr. Asclone,
and he sald that he was golng to have a
famlly type restaurant with a Class C
llcense, and the current use is strictly a
bar, which swas not the intentlon when
the clty councll granted the llcense.”

Ronald Acho, the attorney represent-
ing the clty, had Slefert clted violations
given by the police department slnce
Ascione purchased the longtime restau-
rant In March 1981,

Of the 234.drunk drlving arrests In
1083, 36 told the arresting officer
they had been at  Bootleggers
and of that flgure 27 sald they had just
left Bootleggers, Three of the 27 were
under 21 years old, Siefert sald,

Siefert said his department couldn't
continue to spend as much time polie-
Ing the bar and the parking lot.

Resldents who llve near Bootleggers,
especially oo Brookdale Street which
abutts the bar, have called the police
for squealing tires and honking horns,
trespassing, parking violations, public
urination and a number of other incon-
venlences caused by patrons leaving
and eatering the bar,

In July 1982 residents signed a petl-
tion asking councl] to zone the curb
side on Brookdale permit parking only,
‘The resldentla) steeet beeame the only
area in the clty that mandates permit
parking. The residents were willing to
pay a fee to park in front.of thelr
homes In order to deter the bar patrons
{from leaving their cars in front of their
residences,

Acho sald that drunkea driving viola-
tions involving patrons and serving ml-
nors are two violations aggravated by
the bar's drink specinls, The drinker’s
bargains Include 14 beers for $3, and
all the lquor you can drink In two
hours for $5.

Plonse turn to Page 8

Taller buiidings possible

By Joanne Mallszewski
staffwritor .. . .

Farmington Hills Councliwoman Jan
Deolan has managed to keep-alive, at
least temporarily, talk of increasing
building heights in certaln arcas of the
city to bolster the city's tax base,
Councll members voted 4-2 Monday
to request city staff to determilne the
cost of a study that would show how
much addltionat tax revenue would be

council to ask the

1 guess 1 don’t know that another 10
feet will make that much difference in

increased revenue.’

o,

‘planning consultants to’ provide a re-
port showing what impact additional
helght In certaln zones would have on
tax revenues. - ¢ .

And although Alkateeb amended Do-
lan's motion to request more specific
— such as the amount of

Hills Counciiwoman

belghts could allow for more intensive

from heights In
the industelal and office zones.

"I'm talking about just more Inten-
slve development. From a tax stand-
point, we have to make a concerted ef-
fort to make a sirong tax base,” Dolan
sald.
Mayor Charles Willjams and Coun-
cilman Donn Wolf opposed the request.
Councllman Robert Anzlovar was ab-
sent.

Concerned that the city may eventu-
ally lose its ability to aid Industrial and
commerclal development through tax-
{ree bonds (issued through the Econom.
ic Development Corporation), Dolan
asked councl! to conslder increasing
bulldlng helght in certain arcas of the
clty to promote more intenslve devel-
opment for an Increased tax base,

Because providing services to single-
famlly residentlal areas is costly for
the city, a stronger industrial and com-
mercial tax base is needed to offset In-
creasing costs, Dolan said. Increasing

she added

“WE'RE GOING TO have a problem
here holding the taxes” she sald,
“You've got to figure out how o get a
better tax base In this clty.”

But other council members almost
immedlately interpreted- Dolan’s
suggestlons as wanting to turn Farm-
fngton Hllls into another Southfleld
with ita skyscrapers.

\ “You've said high-rise, Charlle (Wit
lams). And I resent that,” Dolan re-
sponded, .

“1 never sald go Southtleld. I never
Intended that,” she added.

But Dolan polnted to a report pre-
sented to councll by planning consult-
ants Villcan, Leman & Associates Inc.
of Southfleld that in an Industrial Re-
search Offlce (IRO) zone increascd
helght “would encourage more ‘offlce
type’ buildings compared to the ‘Indus-
trial' type which are also permitted in
the dlstrict.

“Tax returns from offlces are, on the
average, better on a per acre basls,”
according to the report.

The repart atso [nd| that 50-foat

added tax revenues for an additional
10- and 20-foot height increase — the
motien was withdrawn when talk
turned ta postponing the lssue,

“RIGHT NOW WE are only golng on
ption,” Alkaf

bulldings are permitted in the IRO dls-
trict and £0-foot bulldings In the large
offlce (0S-1A) district. Increasing both
heights by another 10 feet "would not
be a algnificant change visually,”

C Joe b

tect
that while bullding helghts personally
is a “touchy subject,” he sald he would
be wllling to talk about changing the
helghts in certaln zones, desplte some

concerts,

“How intense s intense? 1
know," he sald.

Alkateeb told Dolan that while
Southfitcld's tall bulldings provide more
Intense development and consequently
more tax revenues, the city's tax rate
at more than 18 mills s much higher
than Farmington Hills'.

Although councll's move to deter.
mine only the cost of a bullding helght
study kept Dolan’s suggestion alive, she

want to

Too many retarded,

By Joanne Maliszawski
statf writer

Even though Farmington Hills Is
powerless to prevent the pincement of
group homes for the meatally retarded,
councll members are golng to bat for
residents in Glen Gaks subdiviion.

‘The Macomb-Oakland Regional Cen-
ter (MORC) is planning to establish a
group home In the sma)l subdlvislon at

20017 g for four re-

tarded adults. MORC offlcials are plan-
ning to have the home ready in March.

But resldents claim that one of the
subdlvision’s familles which bas at
least two mentally retarded children,
“glves us a pretty fair ratio of retarded
to any subdlvison our slze."

‘While touting the group home pro-
gram, councll members voted to send
MORC offlcials a letter asking for a re-

of the prop up home
on Greening, Councllwomen Joan Dud-
ley and Jan Dolan apposed the letter.

“I eertainly will vote against this
motlon,” Dudley sald, after she was
tald by a resident that the famlly with
retarded children s not a llcensed
group home.

RESIDENTS COMPLAINED that
tho proposed group bome on Greentng

Tha Impossible — well, the improb-
able, anyway — has heppened: A Holly-
wood movio producer has decided to
make a major motion plcture of your

movie playg in theaters and drive-lns
across tho land, Just one prodlem: Who
Ivi]ll’tho studlo pick to play the jead
role .
Todny's Oral Quarrel quastica ts:

Who should play

you in.your movie?

Life, You'll bé rich and famous after the -

WHAT ACTOR OR ACTRESS
SHOULD BE CAST IN THE ROLE OF
YOU IN THE MOVIE OF YOUR|
LIFE? EXPLAIN YOUR CHOICE.

To answer this quuun.'cnll us at
477-5498 anytime before 1 p.m. Friday.
To sce who your nefghbors picked,

what’s inside
oral quarrel : - T e
Business . . ., ... 8-7C

Classifieda . . Sections D-E
Crackerbarrel.Debate . .12A
Community Calendar . . 4B

Crosgword puzzle. . . . 6E
Editorials, . . . ... .12A
Momorylans. . . . . . 3A
Obltuarles . . . ., .. 2A
Recreation News . . . . 6A
Sports ., ... ... 14C
Suburban Lite. . . . . 1-88
Travel . ........13C
YMCAHighlights . , . . 7A

NEWSLINE . . . . 477-5450
CLASSIFIED ADS , §81-0900
HOME DELIVERY . 491-0500

“UNBELIEVABLE!"

"'l wos so pleased - got over 50
calls the firat day - sold the car the
tirst day!'* O. Johnson was delight-
ed with he reaults of the Observer
& Eccontric TAUCKS FOR SALE
Clazsifisd ad placed.

Remember...

Ono call
does it alll $.q

591-0900

Usa your MasterCard or Visa

please look in Monday’s F
Observer.

N n

tech sald, prior to

agalnst killlng the project until tho
clty’s houslng commissfon had time to
review this latest Roger Peck proposal
as well as any others for senfor clti-
zel

oS,

The Non-Profit Housing Corp. came
to the city with Its request this week
after belng notified that HUD (Depart-
ment of Houslng and Urban Develop-
ment} didn't bave enough money to
sponsor all of the projects applied for,

‘THE HOUSING corporation applled
for HUD money under the Section 202
program which is designed for the con-
struction of low incomse bousing for the
elderly by a privatsly organized non-
profit corporation. The Detrolt Baptist
Manor.is an example of this type of
profect.

‘What the Roger Peck group ls sug-
gesting Iy similar to the Sectlon 202
program except it must be approved by
a local publle housing agency.

Because of the limited avallabllity of
the Sectlon 202 money, the houslng cor-
poratlon “should proposc the sponsor-
ship of a low Income elderly houslng

Dolan's
Although Alkateeb safd he felt the [n-
crease in additlonal tax revenues
would be negligble If building heights
were Increased 10 or 20 {ect, he nonthe-

project . . .” according to a report
prepared by Wllltam Costick, asslstant
clty manager.

“The onus now comes on the city of
Farmington Hllla rather than the Non-
Proflt Houalng Corporation,” sald Ger-
ald Peck Chevrolet’s gener-

Jess agreed more | was nec-

essaty.

Willlams, on the other hand, simply
stated his opposltlon to reconsidering
building helghts in the elty.

1 think basically we're a little bit
late In changlng our horses on thls,”
Willlams said, adding if an addltional
10 feet Is allowed, o future council
could allow another 10 feet until Farm-
ington Hills also has skyscrapers.

Councllwoman Joan Dudley chided
the number of helght variances given
by the Zonlng Board of Appeals since
1972, Of partlcicular concern, she said,

al manager and coordinatar of the non-
proflt housing corperation.

“You bave to make this decislon
whether you want to accept money
from the federal government for senlor
citlzens,” Tattersall contlnued, adding
that the city would have to apply for
the federal money In about a month or
lose the chance of funding.

UNDER THE proposal offered by
the non-profit housing corporation,
however, the city's housing commls.
sion:

® Enters into a contract with Hous-
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neighbors say

is less than 1,500 fect away from the
famlly with retarded chlldren.

Accordlng to state law, local zoning
ordinances are preempted in the
placement of group homes as long as
these homes are not within 1,500 fect of
each other.

Stantey Guyer, prealdent of the Glen
Oaks homeowners assoclation, told
council that If MORC had conducted a
"proper feaslbllity study,” the house on
Greenlng would not have been chosen
as a group home, particularly withln
1,500 fect of the family with retarded
children.

But holding a memo from the city
attorney, Mayor Charles Willtams told
the handful of resldents at the meeting
that even though “‘we all probably sym-
pathize with you, we have absolutely no
Icgtfl recourse to assist you in this mat-
ter.”

“'There Is no legal actlon the city can
take to prevent the locatlon of thls
lume,"” Willlams said.

BUT GUYER sald that while “we're
not looklng for any legal action,” resi-
denta want the locatlon af the proposed
group home “wiped off the map.”

In a memo that was Included by the

in a letter to Ct Joe

that their neighborhood 1s already con-
lined by fenclng for the Glen Oaks Golf
Club on the eastern side of Greenlng
and busy Orchard Lake Road,

“The existence of such a home In a
very small subdivislon has devastating
cliccts on property value,” residents
said In their memo, Residents also sald
that some familles are considering
moving Uf leaalng and licensing of the
proposed home Is finallzed,

“What have they (the family with re-
tarded children) done that is objection-
able to you?" Dudley asked Goyer,

The assoclation president responded
that residents hear “a yelp and a hol-
ler,” as well as people “locking over
the fence” when other familles have
outdoor barbeques.

Quickly adding that she would direct
her comments to the council, Dudley
said most nelghborhoods have those
type of problems whether famllies
have retarded children or not.

“There Ia probably less anger, hate
and higotry among the retarded than
there 1s among anyone, me and you,”
Dudley sald.

SHE SUGGESTED that the Glen
Oaks resldents talk with other hom
awners in d

Alkatech [n early February,
argued that the proposcd group home is
an “[afringement on homeowners' per-
sonal rights by placing stress on res|.
dents In such a confined area.”

Glen Oaks residents are complatning

which already bave group homes to
“get the benoflt of thelr expertise and
o share your fears,"

Ploasa turn to Page 8




