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Tempest over towers
stirs up residents :

By Joanne Maliszoweki
tatf wri -
Shalt writae But radio operators
Some of Farmington HIlls' subdivision assocla- contend that even [haugh
tlons promise to oppose a push from local amateur o
3 radio oupernlom sceklng to change the clty’s helght variances have been
restrictions for antenna towers, :
When the planning commission conslders amend- gra”’ed’ ”’e’e,eXis’s o
Lng the l:llity;:l zonlng ordinance at 7:30 p.m. Thurs- unlformly applled
ay, subdivision representatives wilt be present at
the public hearing to make It known lhcypdon’l like standards by which

RANDY BORST/atatf BM"W

An amaturo radio antenna catchos signala from high above a Farmington Hills home.

what is happenlng,

“As an assoclation we are definitely opposed to
It," sald Vickl Hartehorn, Old Farm Colony Suldivi-
sion Assoclation president, who Is leading opposi-
tion among the clty's ncighborhoods,

I{ the zoning ordinance Is amended, radio opera-
tors will be able to build an antenna to a maximum
of 75 feet. Currently, ham operator towers are re-
stricted to 25 fect.

HARTSHORN SENT lctters to at least 60 subdi-
vislon assoclation presldents urging them to either
write to the planning commission or city council
and to attend the puhblle hearing Thursday,

*“Any 1 have reached by phone are tn oppositicn
to it {changlng radlo tower helght limits),”
Hartshorn said.

applications for variances
are judged.’

down,” by unanimous vote, sald Hal Rowe, director
of zoning, .

But In the last few years, the Zoning Board of
Appeals has granted at least seven variances to
crect antennas taller than 25 feet.

And that is the procedure many of the city’s sub-
division associatlons want maintalned,

“We at least receive notification so we can object
or support (an Issuc),” Hartshorn said, referring to
the 2BA's procedure of allawlng resldents to know
that a variance Is under consideratlan.

ChabgIng the ordinance, she sald, would altow ra-
dio

When 24 amateur radlo operators ape-
titlon requesting the ordinance change, council
members in January vated 4-2 to refor the request,
without recommendation, ta the planning commis.
sion,

The council's referral allowed the petitioners to
bypass the planning commission's $400 fee that
pays the administrative cosis for consldering and
framing an ordinance amendment.

This Is the second time hatn radio operators have
requesied an ardinance change. In 1979, after plan-
ning commissioners “labored long and hard” aver

the . “it was promptly shot

to put vp without benelit of

nelghbor's input.
“They are trylng to change the Jaw to a pretty
high extreme.” .

BUT RADIO aperators contend that cven though
variances have been granted, “there exists no uni-
formly applled standard by which appllcations for
varlances are fudged.”

0ld Farm, as well as most of the subdivistons
Hartshorn contacted such as Kendallwood, are op-
posed to extending the helght of radio antennas,
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By Dlane Galo
atatf writor

Two weeks ago mail boxes in Farm-
ington were filled with reminders to
residents that property taxes have in-
creased. Taxpayers will have an‘oppor-
1unity ta argue their payments and pos-
sibly have them changed by the Board
of Review this weck.

From 9 am. tonocon and 1 pm. to 5
p-m. today, and from 2 p.m, to 5 p.m.
and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday three
board members will hear reasons why
they should lower assessments,

An assessment Is based on 50 per-

cent of market value. On an average,
assessments increased 2.4 percent for
residential property owners, 6.2 per-
cent for commercial property owners
and 15.8 percent for apartment owners.

Overall the city saw a 3.5 percent
property tax jncrease, according to
Jahn Sailer, Farmington's part time
city assessor.

"The city Is broken up in 26 different
residentlal nelghborhoods, and we
study sales in each nelghborhood to see
{determine) the asscssments,” Sailer
satd,

“There 13 no slgniticant decreasc in

Hills homeowners

8y Joanno Maliezowak{
staff writor

Property assessments for 1984 In
Farmington Hills Increased 1 to 2 per-
cent on the average. This was largely
duc to improved houslng sales.

That's the word from the clty's as-
sesslng office that last week mailed out
the 1984 property assessment notices.

“Changes from year to year will be
based on recorded sales” sald Ted
Hindman, assistant eity nssessor.

But that doesn’t mean all property
owners will have Increased assess-
ments. .

“Some will go up, some will stay the
same and some will go down,” Hind-
man sald,

perty owners who disagree with
thelr 1984 property asscssment may

appeal to the Board of Review ln per-
son ejther Thursday or Friday or Mon-
day, March 19.

The Board of Review will also ac-
ccpt appeals by letter as long as they
are réceived in the assessing office by
4:30 p.m. March 19.

The threc-member review board will
meet from 8 a.m. to noon, and agaln 2
pm. to 5 p.m. on ‘both Thursday and
Friday. They will meet again from 3
p.m. to 9 p.m. March 19,

Property owners who prefer to ap-
peal their assessments in person should
call the assessing office to make an ap-
pelr:‘gnenl to appear before the review
board. -

“There Is nothing specific to bring,”
Hindman sald, “But residents should
bring along anything they feel will sup-
port thelr positlon.”
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assessments in any neighborhood,” he
said.

‘The board of review has the authori-
ty to decrease, and in rare cases In-
crease, assessments,

“We want to be fair, and if we
averassessed a partlcular paroperty
(area) and a lot of people come [n, we
can change all the property (assess-
ments) In that area," Saller sald,

1t could work the other way, and the
board could Increase the assessments If
an area Is found to be underassessed,”
Satler sald. He added this is an uncom-
mon happening,

‘Now is the time for taxpayers to state beefs

“PROPERTIES ARE selllng, real
estate is doing much better than a year
and a half ago and Interests rates arce
down,” Sailer sald in the as.

previous year, we send out a form the
following year, because we don't want
them to forget or miss it," he satd.

sessment increases.

“'As Jong as there lsn't a shocklng flg-
ure, they're willing to accept and may-
be expeet the jncreases,” he said.

At the board of review taxpaycers
may claim “hardshlp,” which means
they say they can't afford to pay their
property taxes. They are glven a
lengthy form to complete, and are re-
quested to present a copy of their 1983
income tax return.

“If pecple request a hardship the

have chance, too

LAST YEAR when the city, overall,
experienced a 4 pereent drop In assess-
ments, approximately 900 property
owners appealed thelr assessments,
Hindman sald, Most property owners
clalm hardshlp or argue that their as-
sessmient s unjustified."The board will
allow the people five-to-10 minutes ta
state thelr case,” Hindman said.

After the Board of Review has heard
the appeals, they will within two wecks
nollfy property owners by letter of

Cable
will run
for free

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff wrlter

After a long-fought battle, residents
secking free cable installation have
won thelr fight and wlll get It before
June 1.

“Due to the number of inqulries ro-
garding the availability of cable televi-
slon pursuant to the approved exten-
slon policy, we are making available a
timetable on an Individual basls for
those residents requesting addltional
information,” sald MetroVlision Gener-
al Manager Bob McCann, In a press re-
tease tasued last week,

Since “It is prohlbitlve to list every
street address that will be affected,”
resldents who want o detatled estimate

Ploase tum to Poge B

thelr decisjon, Hindman sald.

If a property owner does not agree
with the board’s declsion, he sald, as-
sessmients can be further appealed to
the Michigan Tax Tribunal.

Any asscssments reduced by the
Board of Review are pending only for
the year they are glven, Taxpayers will
receive their bills In July,and must pay
them by March. This year's tax rate Is
stlll undetermined.

pp 25 people recelve the
hardshlp request form each year,

Sailer estimates 90 people will pres.
ent arguments agalnst the payments.
Last year 109 resldents disputed the as.
sessments at the board of review hear-
ings.

“When there's a greater demand for
housing, you'll get more sates and pric-
s start rising and you get better pric-
¢s,” he sajd.

THE ASSESSOR suggests residents
study comparable sales in their neigh-

rhood,

“Just because you're assessment val-
uc Increased by a certaln percent, It
doesn’t mean necessarlly that the prop-
erty value increased that much that
year," he said. "But a lot of times the
assessed value lsn’t exactly half of the
market value for the previous year,”

Saller sald In previous years the as-
sessments could have been off. And
during that time the clity was privvy to
more Information about sales in the
arca. This causes the assessments to
change,

"We get a lot of people who just want
to come in and complaln about taxes,”
Saiter sald. “If the assessment Is at 50

percent or less, there Is nothing the
board of review ean do to change It.
The board of review lsn't the place to
direet these comments.”

THE BOARD of review is made up
of three Farmington property owners
who were appolated by the elty councll,
Willlam Bliss, a Jong-time rea) estate
appraiser, is chaleman. The other
members include Del Cornwell, reaj es-
tate property manager, and Joan
Sundt, real estate saleswaman. Sailer
will act as secretary, but won't take
part in the declsion-making process.

“'Usuatly two wecks after the hearlng
we have all the notices sent out con-
cerning changes made by the board of
review,” Sailer said.

Onee the board of review complotes
It's changes, the tota! assessed value
is sent to each taxing unit, They doter-
ming the rates. The tax bills wiil go out
to property owners in July. The taxes
arc due by Aug. 31, and after that date
therc is a penalty fee,

“We encourage people to come in
and ask questions, but a lot of times
they moan and groan to neighbors, but
they wan't come In and talk to us,”
Safler said, “If people understand it, it
becomes a little easler to accept.”

Stutter-free

Public 8ch

Candace Simon, = speech pathologist for the

she can

help children cure — not Just contral — the
problem of stuttering. “We teach the chlld and

adult how to spoak fiuently, nat how to control
the problem,” sho said, For a story and more
photos, see Pago 1B,

1t photographer




