By Tom Baor
stalt weiter

The big ncws at last Tuesday's meet.
ing of the Farmington Board of Educa-
tion wasn't llsted on the agenda — or
Tather it was hidden in “II. Items from
the President, B, Announcements.”

Announcements were promlised; an
announcemient there was.

tee James E, McGlincy, a mem-
ber of the Farmington Board for al-
most six ycars, announced that he will
not run for re-election when his four-
year term expires in June,

Board President Heten Prutow,
whose term also up In June, an-
nounced that she will scek re-clectlon
when the distriet’s voters go to the.
polls on June 11,

Long actlve in the Parent-Teacher
Associatlon, McGlincy was flrst ap-
pointed to the board in July of 1978 to
replace Dr. Mervyn Ross, who resigned
and moved to Arizona.

In 1979, McGlincy ran successfully
for the year left on Ross' term, and
then won a four-year term of his own in
June of 1980,

"I make the decislon with regret,”
MeGlincy told the board. “It's certainly
not the company. It's just that there
are golng to be some changes in my
life, and I may not be able te glve the
Job the time it descrves.”

After the meeting, McGlincy, who'll
turn 54 on April 1, explained that he
placs to retire soon from his position as
head of personnel and labor relations
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School trustee calls it g

for Wayne County General Hospltal in
Westland, endlng 28 years of service to
Wayne County.

“1 dldn’t make up my mind until the
last week or 80,” he sald. “IUs not real-
1y complicated. It's just that I'm retir-
Ing from my present employment,

“After some time off, I'll probably
be secking employment elsewhere. In
secking such employment, 1 want to
leave afl options opem. I very well,
might change my whole fleld of en-
deavor, but my plans aren't finalized
right now."”

MCGLINCY, A Farmington resldent
since 1989, scrves as the chalrman of
the board's curricutum commlitee.

“I do regret leaving,” he sald, “but I
think I'm leaving at a time when

Furmlngion, Michigan

there’s some stabllity on the board. I've
never known a flner group of people
who are dedlcated to the misalon of the
schools.

"I would encourage anyone with a
devotion to communlity service and to
the education of our youth to seek clec-
tlon. It's been a rewardlng experience
for me.”

Discussing McGliney's declsion, Pru-
tow, 2 board member slace 1975, sald,
“Im disappalnted. We're all golng to
milss him. He's been an excellent board
member and a very thorough man In
his position of chalrman of the currlcu-
lum comumittee.”

Lynn Nutter, Farmington's assistant
superintendent for instruction, added,
"“We hate to lose a man of Jim McGlin-
c¢y's character, He's been very active in
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cvery aspect of the school distrlet. He's

been an outstanding board member.”
Prutow sald she thought the vacant

posltion would draw some candldates.

“People sometimes are reluctant to,

run if there's an incumbent,” she said,

Last June, with one seat open and the
Incumbent not running, slx candidates
ran,

At Tuesday's meeting, the board st
June 11, a Monday, as the date for the
annual school board electlon, The
motion passed, 5-0. Trustce Rlehard
Wallace was at home recuperating
from back surgery, and Secretary
Emma Makinen was vacationlng in
Florlda,

‘The Farmlngton Board meets next at
8 pm. on March 27, a Tuesday, at
Warner Mlddie School, 30303 14 Mlle.

‘Twonty-Five Cents
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James McGlincy
wlil not seek re-olection

Residents
to review
designs

By Joanne Mallezewsk!
stalt wrltor

Farmingten Hllls Councliwoman
Joan Dudley has a better Ided.

That's the concensus of the eity coun. '
cil which voted unantmously Monday to
bak residents, builders, archltects and
engineers to play devil’s advocate and
look over design plans for the proposed
new palice bullding. .

“It's really all In the spirlt of cooper-
ation,” Dudley told council. “It would
be a short-term ad-hoc, and I mean
that literaily, group.”

City officials, she sald, could ask “ex-
perts” in Farmiogton Hills to meet
with architects Luckenbach & Ziegel-
man of Birmingham on perhaps Satur.
day mornings and offer thelr perspee-
tive on the designs.

Having a sort of “kaffe klatch” type
of gathering between Luckenbach &
Ziegelman and other architects, bulld-
crs and engincers could cnsure that
concerns previously ralsed by Councll-
man Joe Alkatech about the existing
plans “are covered,” Dudley sald.

ALKATEEB HAS been alone In hls

of the city's y de-

signs for the proposed $2.5-milllon po-
Hice bullding.

When council in mid-February ap-
proved the prelimlnary deslgn and
agreed to pay another $30,000 for the
next phase of plans, Alkatech sald he
had a “bad feellng about thls bulldlng..”

At that time, councll defeated Alka-
tecb's suggestion to glve the exlsting
designs to about flve builders and de-
velopers te modlfy, He sald the butld-
ers and developers could also develop
hard and fast bullding costs.

Dudley said Alkateeb’s concerns
about the architect’s estimated costs of
$78.13 a square foot being too expen-
slve and about the building’s suggested
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An 8-78 8ikorsky hellcopter rests at the Independence Green haliport while a busingss meeting takea place inside.

The big birds come and go

from Farmington’s heliport

By Tom Baer
statf writer

Real estate developer Tom Duke is a
bird watcher. From hls Farmington
Hills offlce, be can watch them come
and go from from a nearby nest.

But Duke's no ornlthologist. The
blrds he sces are helicopters, and thelr
nest s a ralsed clreular plot of asphalt
known 23 a hellport, owned by Duke's
company and located behind a bank
Just off Grand River between Gill and
Drake roads.

“I see them come and go all the
tme," sald Duke, whose father, Tom
Sr,, bullt the hellport 10 years ago

when he was an active pllot and used a _

hellcopter [n his business,

“I'm net very good at giving brand
names, but there aro big Bells and
Hughes, and there's a French make 1
don't know the name of." -

LISTED AS the Independence Green
t

DUKE'S COMPANY handles the
which he called minimal.

Heliport in the st Michl-
gan Alrport Directory, the factlity s -
censed by tha Federal Aviation Admin-
Istration (FAA) and meets all require-
ments, Duke said.

‘The cireular “touch down area” Ls 50
feet in dlameter and surrounded by a
fence. The arca Is lighted for night
landlngs, and a yellew wind sock flaps
from a pole,

The hellport is 850 feet above sea
leve, according to the Michigan Alr-
port Directory.

Duke sald he didn't know how much
it cost to build and malntain the hell-
port.

“It's just a matter of ground care
and maklng sure the wind sock doesn't
get any holes blawn In It.”

‘The heliport Is heavily used, although
Duke couldn't give the number of take
offa and landings.

“I'd be hard pressed to say, but we
have a number of landings there, Many
people who know who owns It will give
us a call and ask permtssion to use it.
gome pliots just see it from the air and

rop in.

P
“We find more people know about it
that we ever thought. It gets quite a bit
of use, We call It a private hellport, but
it’s lcensed by the FAA, so It's really
open for public use. We do try to keep it
ona baals.”

“It's really not that exp It'sa
matter of grading the dirt level, put-
ting the pavement on top, putting up
the fence, lights and wind sock. That's
about all there Is to it.”

Duke doesn't charge for the use of
the hellport. “We're not professional
aviators, We don't make a lving by
shuttling helicopters in and out.”

MANY BUSINESSES own or rent
helicopters to cut dawn on travel time,
Duke said.

“When we did a lot of flylng, It was
quite useful, We could shuffle around
Michigan and view different proper-

os.

"“We fecl that In the future, when we
get some tenants for some office bulld-
Ings around It, it would be a real nice
amenity,”

Duke's company plans to bulld a
complex of nine offlce bulldlngs with
the hellport In the center, he sald,

“All would have access to it (the hell-
port} and free use of it. We're bullding
for lease right now.”

‘The hellport i the only such facllity
in Farmington Hitls, Duke sald.

“To the best of my knowledge, It's
the only one for the surrounding arca.
The next closest would be down 1275
at Mettetal Airport (near Plymouth).”

Council debate stalls height study

By Joanne Mallszawski
staff writor

Talk of allowing taller hui!dm‘;s in’

certaln arcas of Farmington Hllls to

bolster the clty’s tax base a atil} allve

desplte attempts to qulet debate,
Farmington Hills City Councli voted

4-2 Manday to ask the clty's planners to
determine the cost of a study which
would ahow the tax revenue that might
be generated by high- as opposed to
low-rise .

—

oral quarrel

Elcctlion '64 fs io full swing. Super
Tuesday (flve primarles and four cau-
cuses on the same day) Is a vivid mem-
ory, and the Michlgan caucus Is coming
up on Saturday,

Let's rush things just a little and pre-
tend that today Is clection day, Good

ing that trip to the polls to cast your
ballots,
Today's Oral Quarre] questions are:

Who’d be your pick
if you voted now?

cltfzens that you are, you'l) all be mak- gy,

IF THE PRESIDENTIAL ELEC.
TION WERE HELD TODAY, WHO
WOULD YOU VOTE FOR? WHY DID
YOU PICK THAT CANDIDATE?

To answer this question, call us at
477-5498 anytime before 1 p.m. Friday,
rch 18, To sce who your nelghbors
voled for, please look in Monday's
Farmington Observer,

The study of undeveloped land will
bo based on increased building heights
of 10 and 20 fect in the industrial and
offlce zones.

Mayor Charles Willlams and Coun-
climan Donn Wolf opposed the requeat.

This is the second request for a price
quote. The inltial proposal from plan.
ners Villean-Leman & Assoclates was
facing defeat by a tie vote of the coun-
il which would have ended future de-
bate on the issue.,

“Unfortunately, the proposal from
Vllican-Leman ia totally wrong,” sald
Councliman Joe Alkateeb, referring to
the planners’ first proposal for a bulld-
ing gclghl study.

“That is not what we're asking at
LRy

PRESENTED TO council this week,
the planners’ proposal called for a
$1,000-82,000 study to determins the
revenue that would be generated from

g the helght in and

large office dlatriets in 10- and 20-foot
Increments.

Alkateeh said councll asked the plan-
ners to estimate the cost of a study
based on additional tax revenue gener-
ated per acre of land taking Into con-
sideration the ine: acreage neces-
sary lor parking to service a tall bulld-
ing, the increased trafflc flow and in-
creased clty services (o the bullding.

“The existing bulldings are not the
issuc here,” Alkateeh said.

Council sentiments were divided on
the planners’ proposed study, 20 Coun-
cilwoman Jan Dolan withdrew her
motion because of Councilwoman Jodi
Soronen’s absence Monday. Soronen
voted In favor of the original roquest
{for a cost estimate when counci! flrst
consldered the ixsue on Feb 27.

‘Withdrawing the motfon to prevent a
tie vote on the issuo would guarantee
future debate.

Instead of allowing the issue to be
dropped, Alkateed, who has consistent-
ly sald “there will be no increase (ln
tax revenuc) per acreage,” made a
motien requesting the second price
quote for a more specifle study bascd
on revenue generated per acre.

DOLAN STARTED the debate Feb,
27 when she asked council to consider
increasing buitding helghts in certaln
arcas to promote more intenslve devel-
epment for an increased tax base, She
sald she is concerned that the clty may
eventually lose its abillty to attract in-
dustrial and commerclal development.

I would like us to know we can help
malntain our low taxes by malntalning
our tax base," Dolan said,

“We are not [n a crisis state. (But)
don’t wait until we are 'Ob my God, at
18 mills’ {city charter Umit). Now is the
time if we're golng to do any forward
thinking,” Dolan said.

"I don't sce the added beneflt of
galng up higher (in building heights),”
Willtamas sald, "I would probably vote
against most anything I saw on that,"

Willlams also pointed to the defeat of
advisory ballot questions in 1979, The
ballots asked If senlor citizen housing
#nd industrial-research offlco bulldings
should extend beyond 80 feet in height.

Volclag her oppasition to any pro-
pased siudy on building heights, resi-
dent Julleann Hovanesian, president of
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Missing
money is
probed

An unidentifled Farmington Hills
employee has been suspended Indefi-
nitely without pay followlng a prelimi-
nary investigation lnto the disappear-
ance of approximately $3,000 from the
elty flnance department.

“The prosceutor undoubtedly will be
issulng a warrant, and he will be nam-
ing names,” sald City Manager Law-
rence Savage.

On March 1, finance department offl-
cials dlscovered that cash recelpta for
reimbursing pollce auxlliary services
had been tampered with, Savage sald,

The preliminary investigation shows
that only one employee is Involved,
Savage said. The employee was sus-
pended for fallure to follow proper de-
parimental cash recelpt procedures.

Additional accounting tests and
checks are belng conducted to deter-
mine If the scope of the Investigation
needs to be expanded, Savage sald,

The city’s independent auditors and
the state Treasurer's Local Audit Divl-
slon were notified at the start of the
Investigatlon, he added.
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