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Bonnle Copeland and Gall Nigh are
part of an ever-increasing number of
‘women suffering from paln that Is usu-
ally reserved for the fathers of divorce
— watching thelr children grow up
fromafar, . : A

They know first-hand what It's Hke to

Ruilt and frustration, playlng the role
of the sccondary parént after years of
belng an anchor in the llves of their
fehildren. They know how It feels to be
the “outsider.”

~ Both women are non-custodial par-
‘ents ~ “weekend moms” — who have
glven up their chlldren t3 their hus-
bands te ralse followlng divorce.

In Capeland's case, It was her deci-
slon., In Nigh's case, it was the judge
who made the decision, not on the basis
that she was an unfit parent, but ragher
6n the fact that the llving arrangement
at the time appeared to be stable and
convenient.

* COPELAND OF Redford Townshlp
was awarded the children at the time
of her divorce. Her declsion to turn
‘over her two young sons to her hus-
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Gall Nigh (teft) and Bonnle Copeland sro mothers who don't have

)

band’s care d from a combk
tion of events spanning a year.

One was a serious health problem in.
:voiving recurring bouts of pneumonia
sand bronchitis that required hospltal-
.ization and kept her from working. An.
:othcr was an unrellable car that broke

down frequently, sometimes causlng
"her to miss work and adding to her fi-
snancial difflcultles.

.. A third was a mlxup with the Friend
of the Court over child support pay-
-ments sent by her husband. Fallure to
receive the money on time threw her
.even further Into debt.

The upshot was that she found she
-was unable to cope both physlcally and
financially with ralsing her two sons.

“We were practically starving,” she

volunteers

recalled. "I couldn't got any help. My
ex-husband would’t help me. I dida’t
have any famlly nearby.”

There were other factors, hut it was
malnty the financlal problems that led
her to relinquish custody. .

“I VOWED I would never give them
up,” she sald, but after a year of hard-
ship and struggling, she sald she got to
the polnt “where I couldn't be selfish
and think only of my Interests. I had to
think of their welfare.”

Nigh's case was different. At the
time of the dlvoree, the judge granted
custody of her two daughters ta thelr
father because they were in his custody
at the time of the divorce.

custody of their children. The support group, Mothors Without
dy, helps them cope with thelr probiems. .

This occurred, she sald, when he
came and took them from the famlly
home the week after they separated
and he moved out of the house,

HE CAME BY onc af; while

‘Don't call us ‘weekend moms.’ We sare full-
time mothers. We still worry about them all
the time. We still go to school functions and

try to do all the things we

did before. . .’

ed the Judge a3 saying.
Another shock came when the judge
ordered her to pay $40 in chlld support
+monthly when her income was practl-
cally nil. She is fighting that rullng just
as she ls still {ighting to galn custody of
the two glrls,
It was one of several bitter and cost-
iy lega) le2sons she and Copeland have
learned as non-custodlal parents.

“DON'T CALL US ‘wcekend
moms.”" sald Nigh. “We are full-tlme
mothers. We still worry about thén all
the time. We stiil go to school functions
and try to da all the things we did be-
fore during the times they are with us,"

The two women went through their
ordeals separately. They mer when
Copeland called Mothers Without Cus-
tody, a natlonwido support group, and
was given Nigh's name as someone she
could talk with, After meetlng, the two
women declded to set up an area chap-
ter of Mathers Without Custody.

The nationwide group was first orga-
nized by a Boston radlo talk-show host
who asked her ex-hushand to take thelr
two children alter she had serious med-

she was away and the chlldren’s grand-
mather was the baby-sitter, Nigh said.
"He picked them up and never returned
with them,” she said. He lgnored her
Tequests 1o return the girls to the home,
Nigh said.

Nigh said she was shiocked at the di-
vorce proceedings when the judge
awarded custody of the glrls to her hus-
band “just because they were already
in his care.”

*So let's Ieave It that way," she quot-

ical p The p and frus-
tratlons she encountered prompted her
to form the support group wherchy
women could have a place to talk out
Lie traumas of being part-time moth-
er3 wlith others.

THE GROUP NOW is estimated to
have 700 members in 110 clties from
all backgrounds and with a varlety of
complex reasons for not living with
thelr children most of the time.

My mother sent me a cllpping about

Agencies ne

The Qakland County Volunteer
 has a current file of volunteer oppor

needing m

call the bureau, 642-7272.

« | Volunteers must be at least 15 years of

Hospltal needs volunteers, 18 years old
to contact with or

'helping hands

| for more than 200 agencies. Non-profit or-

with the bureau.” For more information
about these and other volunteer openings .

HOSPICE AIDE — The Hosplce of Southeast-
ern Michigan needs akdes to assist nurses, help
with patients and familes and for other duties.

able to commit at least seven hours a week.
v
TYPIST — The Farmington Communlty Cen-
. | ter needs a good typist to help with offlce dutics
+ | 1-3 p.m. one day a week. A car Es neccessary.

PATIENT COMPANION — St. Joseph Mercy .

ed
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ay list

hour shifts. Volunteera will recelve traln|

have creative ideas and artistic skills,
needed by Homemaker Service as a publl
matlon coordinator, Photographie skllls
deslrable. Time is flexible. Homemaker

paticnts and assist In other ways during four-

INFORMATION COORDINATOR — If you
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also peeds a resource file
tor {or eight hours a week.

ance program can use you two or three
week, Someone with a car is preferred.

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN - If you have good
writlng skills and are interested In coordinating
public events, the Oxford-Addlison Youth Assist-
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the group from Califernta, | wrote to
them, and they sent me a lot of (nfor-
mation,” sald Nigh. Much of it provided
insight Into what the legat rights are
for mothers without custody.

The first meeting Nigh and Copeland
called drew about four women. Slowly,
as the word gets around of the chap-
ter’s exlstence, they are getting more
calls from women In the same plight.

Copeland Is convinced that “if 1 had
this kind of group support at the time
of my divorce, things would be a whole
lot different now."

"1 wouldn't have rolled over and

oms fight trauma of not having their children

' Il:v Marie McGes

dled,” added Nigh. For instance, some-
thing she learned only recently might
have an impact on the outcome of the
custodial question. Had she known
about It at the tme her husband took
the daughters, she could have obtalned
a court order that would have forced
her husband to return the childeen to
- the marital home. The judge might not
have turned the children over to their
father, she fecls,

The next meeting of the fledgling
group is Tuesday, March 20. A psychol-
ogist s scheduled to be guest speaker.
Focus of the talk will be on how chil-
dren are often the pawns ln the custodl-
al struggle and how non-custadial
mothers can make it easler on them
and learn how Yo cope with It them-
selves, At the ‘present time, they are
meeting at individual homes. Women
who are interested in attending are
asked to call 532-5218 or 283-5259,
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