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For gettin’ away from it all,
West Texas is the place’

Katlonal Geographle News Service

“We ploncered this place in 1935,”
said Sammie Bramblett, standing in
the dusty backyard of her bluffiop
ranch, looklng across the broad Rlo
Grande valley toward Mexica,

“At age 74 she lives alone at the end
of the longest dead-cnd road in all Tex-
as,” writes Griffin Smith Jr., who stood
in her backyard and observed, “There
was no other human habitation as far
as the eye could sce.”

IN TEXAS, west of the Pecos River,
lots of people have pistols, and they
know how to use them. Smith spent
several weeks last fall exploring the
huge area, and found it to be “among
the last truly idiosyncratic parts of the
United States, and Its people + .. a
tough, old-fashloned breed, secure in
their convictions and self-sufficlent in
their ways, dellghted to be lcft alone.'

In order to seck out dozens of
ple for whom solitude is the basic fact
of life,” he mancuvered hls four-wheel-

drive vehicle through canyons, moun-
tains, and desert flats.

“Spanish exlorers called it the
despablado — the unpepulated place,”
Smilth writes, “Texans who speak today
of the Trans-Pecos or, mare loosely,
the Blg Bend country, mean this same
-rugged quarter. Though It embraces
nine counties and part of a tenth, to-
gether the size of South Caroling, 1t =

‘To reach the nearest grocery store,
Bramblett must drive 86 miles round-
teip, and her ranch sthl has ne tele-
phone. A two-way radio is rigged so
that incoming calls make the car horn
blow.

Smith asked her is she was ever
afraid. “I've got a pistol, and 1 kgow
how to use it,” she replicd.
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home to Just 55,000 inhabitants, exclud-
ing El Paso.”

Drawlng on his experlences in the re-
glon, Smith observes:

“Redford and nearby Presidio are
farther from a commerclal alrport
than anywhere eclse in the lower 48

“Candelaria . . . Is so small that the
church celebrates Mass only every
other week, :

“The search for water Is the one
ablding constant of life . . . When tor-
rents come, water runs off wlth waste-
fu! havoc. The proud Pecos highway
bridge near Langtry was 50 feet above
the river, but a 20-inch downpour one
night In 1954 obllterated it beneath an
86-foot-high wall of water. In the
Trans-Pecos, fortunc smiles with bared
teath,”

“Fort Davls . . . I3 the highest town
in Toxas at 4,900 feet; conservalive,
chilly, & bit strait-laced. The court-
house has turnstiles to prevent stray
cattle from wandering off the street
and Into the halls of Justice.”

“IN 1859 John 's stage

Cowboy visitors to Van Horn whoop it up as thoy
ride the main stroet. The town Ie the only way

cover the same distance in less than
six. But travelers stil] stop for fuel and
refreshmeat at Vaa Har, the only town
of consequence for 175 miles on Inter-
state 10."

“Mexican-American influence s on
the rise, Six counties now have Hispan-
ie majoritles. But the cthnic transfor-
matlon is less a matter of numbers
than of participation sovial, political,
and cconomlc by people who once
stayed on the periphery.”

The ghost lewn of Terlingua, Smith
wrote in the February Issuc of National
G has been as "the

traveled from the Pecos River to El
Pasco in 55 hours. Now sleek buses
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to visit she anpual Wick Fowler hemo-
ria) World Champlonsip Chili Cook-off.

For two days cach November, a
“portable village" sprouts In the
desert, At what he calls the “mardi
gras of the country and western set,”
Smith joined 8,000 other spectators:

“There were people dressed as chili
peppers, as monks, as locomotives.
There were bouncy women dressed as
Dallas Cowboys and bearded men In
brassleres as thelr cheerleaders, There
was the Best Little Chilt House In Tex-

Smith drove away from Terlingua,
eastward into the wild country of Blg
Bend Natjonal Park, the scenic heart 6f
the Trans-Pecos, “As I drove through
its vast silences, the uproar of the chili
cook-off receded like a thunderstorm.

“This" was lundscupe reduced to ils
essentials, surface and horizon sky. A
love of such land, with Its solltude and
its spare, sudden beauty, and no less a
love of personal independence “ihe

“chance for a man to do as he pleases;

make the

as. And from many of the
caldrons the smells were, well, disturb.
ing. Was it chlli, or was it herbicide?™

an
people of the Trans-Pecos
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B

THE INCREDIBLE
11% FIXED-RATE
- MORTGAGE
FOR OCEANFRONT OR

 luxurious guest room
® Wids In same room FREE

. ggurmex dining ot the
nchmark .

* saunas & exerdse room

’ Z}%‘D/@ﬂ (%)(‘

16400 J.L. Hudson Drive, 3
: CALL TOLL FREE 1.800-482:3440 .,

0,

PER ROOM.
PER RIGHT

"..* heated indoorfoutdoor

poo! .

¢ live entertalnment ot
Dewey's

* video game room

Soxahviedd, M 48073 © 313-559.6500

Fa 10-DAY CRUISE TOUR
ESCORTED FROM DETROIT
" JUNE26-JULY 7
FROM

2,505 PR PERSON
SHARING TWIN

i 1
1. A 1lnncdr~
0
' r TRAVELLTD. : o
g'"-Ll_;-/ S 708 8. Main St.» Plymouth \e
A Wonld 4555144 : Mo
. Mon.Sar. 9-5:30 ! . %
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luxurious 2 bedroom/2 bath apartment homes overlooking the -
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Sandpebble residents aiso enjoy thelr own tennls courts,
swlmminF pools, barbecue facllitles, jogglng and bike path, a
(R:Iommun 1ty Center on a lake, and free boat slips on the Indian

var.
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