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Computer impact

According to o survey conducted by
Market Data Retrieval of Westport,
Conn., 65,765 publle achools now uso
computers In Instruction. This 18 more
than twlce the number uslng computers
Jjust one yoar ago.

The survey alse Indicates more
schools (31,069) began using computers
during the past year than all prior
years combined. Of more than 15,000
U.S. school districts, only 2,124 (14 per-
cent) do not use computers,

In addltlon, there are 325,000 mlcro-
computers in U.S. public schools, There
are 110,000 in clementary schools;
55,000 in junlor high schools; and
135,000 Ln senlor high schools. The bal.
ance are In kindergarten-12th grade
special educatlon schools, g

The leading brands of microcom-
puters used In schools are: Apple, Ra-
die Shack and Commodore. Schools ate
currently using more than 160,000 Ap-
ples, 68,000 Radio Shack TRS-80s, and
more than 49,000 Commodotes, Pets,
Vic-20s and 843 Next [n the order of

unlts used are: Atara, IBM PCs and
Texas Instruments.

NOY SURPRISINGLY, many publle
school offlefals were caught off guard
when Education Secretary T.H. Bell
eriticlzed computer learning programs

in schools a3 “electronlc page turning™

and sald he will flnance rescarch on
new ways to teach children algebra and
how to write,

Bell sald computer buylng was al-
moat a fad and that computerized edu-
cational programs on the market
“leave a great deal to bo deslred.”

He said schodls need programs that

TALMIS, an Nlinols-based marketing

" consulling firm, publie school purchas-

es of microcomputers have Increased

by more than 725 percent in less than
three years.,

The role of computers and micro-

i wlll continue to

can analyze pupll provide
remedlal tutoring, or move ths pupll on
to the next leve), then glve the teacher
a printout showlng how the pupll per-
formed. Several computer programs in
use do exaclty what Bell Is suggesting.
Educatlonal uses for computers are
blg buslness, It has been estimated that
achools spent more thar $700 milllon
on computers in 1983, According to
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Contact Terrap Michigan, Inc.

Nationwide network of treatment
centers as seen on 60 MINUTES,
PHIL DONAHUE, KELLY & CO. & SONYA.
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n
grow and s a fact that can scarcely be
denled. What role they will play is a
subject for debate.
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MUCH THAT wlll, take place with
the computer in education depends
upon the software used. Bel} Is correct
when he says a conalderable amount of
the current software fa of lttle uso.
Some crities have referred to educa-”
tional software as “electronic flash-
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cards® and little else.
There have been many studles on,
computer-based Instructlon, What is its

in schools is modest so far

newer studics aro not conclustve, It 1s
ible to draw several conclusions
about computer-hased courses.
1 b

impact on students? Does
sisted instructlon help keep students In
the classroom? Does computer-asalsted
instruction save time?

While there have been numerous re-

. Comp d Instruction ap-
pears to have a modeat positive Impact
on student academic performance.

2. There i3 no apparent correlation
between aptitude and achicvement in
b

search sjudles on
based Instruction during the past dec.
ade, much of the resulting data Is un-
clear, The findings are fraglle; they
vary In confusing frregularity across
contexts, classes, subjects and count-
less other factors. . '

EVEN THOUGH the findings.of the

P d courses.
. 3. Computer-based instruction does
not appear to reduce or Increase {he

dropout rate.

A Tyoy resident, Wau;ke is dean
of liberal arts at Wayne County
Community College. o
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A Downpour of Savihgs
.SAVE 30 - 50%

We have started our Spring cleaning and we are
happy to pass territic savings on to you.

_ Four Comforter Styles - Save 30 - 50% 7zuu -
Twin $75 - $189; Full $89 - $210; Quesn $103 - $263;
King $118 - $312, All' Comforters have 100% cotton
coverings, down and down .and feather fillings and
come with timited warranties. .
Fiannel Sheets and Pillowcases - 8ave 50%  1sounn
Sheets $12-$17  Pillowcases $8.50 - $12.50 a palr

100% cotton, soft and warm fiannel from Belguim
Goose Down Filled Robes - Save 35%
small, medium, large $100
'SALE ENDS MARCH 318t _
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HUNTERS S8QUARE MALL
. Orchard Lake & 14 Mile Rds,
X 455-5720
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- AND SAY “HIGH” TO
W 0% INTEREST

Say “'bye-byc” to your old bank and
“high" to our 20% interest rates at the
new Franklin Savings! It's our way of
introducing you to the ncwest savings
institution in Southfield, Starting today,

54

Market Accounts, Franklin Savings will
. . pay you 20% interest from March 15 to
April13... 15% the following 30 days. .. and 10% interest the final 30 days, Allinall,
90 days of the kind of interest you're gonna love! There's no penalty for withdrawal,
andalldepositsareinsured to $100,000 by FSLIC,* Start your rewarding relationship
at Franklin Savings today . , . we'll keep you interested.

Franklin Savings

Twelve Mile Road at Northwestern Highway O 356-8910

*You must deposita of$2,500. dep it: $100,000. (Deposits undee
$2,500 will reccive $14% Interest), All deposits insured to $100,000 by FSLIC.

BN

we're offering 20% interest on our Money

T Convenlently located.at -
ndia_




